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DEDICATED TO
‘s A wife as tender and as true withal
As the first woman was before the Fall.’’



PREFACE

Three years ago today I began the preparation of this work.
My original purpose was to make it a history of the Presbyterian
Church U. 8. A. within the confines of Ozark Preshytery. As I
proceeded the purpose was enlarged. The Assemblies had re-
cently declared that the vote on the Reunion of the Presbyterian
and Cumberland Churches had carried. Why not give an ac-
count of all branches of the Presbyterian Chureh planted in this
region, and make this in some sense a memorial of the Reunion?
The larger and worthier vision was accompanied with doubts
and fears—doubts as to my sufficiency for the task—fears as to
whether the reception of the book would be favorable enough to
insure its publication without finanecial loss. Such a work is of
necessity largely local in interest and appeals to a constituency
that is circumscribed even within the locality. I had not made
much progress in the gathering of materials when I decided to
appeal to Ozark Presbytery for advice. The minutes of the Pres-
bytery for September, 1906, contain these references:

‘“Rev. E. E. Stingfield, chairman, presented the report of the
Committee on Presbyterian History. The report presented the
outlines of a plan for the publication of a history of the Pres-
bytery or Presbyterianism in Southwest Missouri and that part
of Arkansas embraced in Ozark Presbytery. The report was re-
ferred to a special committee consisting of Revs. J. F. Shepherd,
Ph. D., D. B. Whimster, and E, E. Stringfield.

* * * * * *» * * » »

The special committee on Church History presented its re-
port through its chairman, Rev. J. F. Shepherd, Ph. D The re-
port was Teceived and the following recommendations adopted:

(1) That the Stated Clerk undertake the publication of a
history of Presbyterianism within our bounds so soon as he shall
have assurance from our pastors and sessions that such a ven-
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ture is financially safe, and that he be advised to associate with
him such help as he may need.

(2) That the work be embellished with cuts of those
pioneers of the ministry who have wrought most successfully in
the past, our educational institutions, ete.

(8) That each church within our bounds ascertain, through
its pastor and session, at a.very early date, the number of copies
that may be sold at a cost of $1.00 each, it being understood that
each fifteen copies taken by a church shall entitle that church to
have published a.cut of the church building, or of the present
pastor, or a former pastor, the church to furnish the cut. ’

A number of the brethren promised substantial encourage-
ment and the project was resumed. Rev. J. T. Bacon agreed to
prepare the part devoted to the Cumberland Presbyterian church
and I was to write the rest and to have charge of the business
part of the venture. For various reasons Mr. Bacon was unable
to perform his part of the task and as no one else could bhe found
who would undertake it, this part of the work also devolved
upon me. Meantime the duties of my parish, the Stated Clerk-
ship of the Presbytery, and the chairmanship of the Committee
on Home Missions left little time for the arduous task of gather-
ing material and moulding it into literary form. The spare and
stolen moments of about two and a half years were occeupied in
the preparation of that part of the volume devoted to the Pres-
byterian Church U. 8. A. Friends who had anxiously awaited
the issue were beginning to wonder if the book would bhe pub-
lished before The Great Day. Then in order that the Cumber-
land Church might be fairly well presented I had to explore
what was almost a terra incognita. It was out of the question
to attempt to make this part of the book as complete as the first
part. I was not so familiar with the scenes and the actors. A
considerable portion of the records was in the hands of those
who were in no humor to give me access thereto. The churches
organized by the Cumberland Presbyterians and the ministers
who have served them have heen so numerous that an attempt to
mention and sketch them one by one would have been a life-time
task and even then would have been unsatisfactory because of
the impossibility of gathering sufficient data. I have ‘contented
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myself therefore with giving the outlines of the labors of this
branch of the church with comparatively few sketches of
churches, ministers and laymen. My research in this line has
been so interesting and has heightened my sense of kinship with
Cumberland Presbyterianism to such an extent that upon re-
flection I concluded that I must have been born within the pale
of that church. Such is the faect though it never dawned upon
me before. My parents were Old School Presbyterians. But for
a time before and after my birth they were members of the Cum-
berland Church by reason of the fact that the church of their
choice was not accessible. And I was baptized in infaney by a
Cumberland minister! The other branches of Presbyterianism
have not worked extensively in Southwest Missouri. The ac-
count of their work is correspondingly brief. No attempt has
been made to give any of the work in Arkansas save that carried
on by Ozark Presbytery U. S. A.

And now the manuseript is all but ready for the printer.
This book is the offspring of my brain and heart and I think I
shall contemplate it with something of the affection a mother
feels when her eyes fall for the first time upon the face of her
first born. I am not conscious of having followed strictly any
known rules for the making of a history, and I have not main-
tained a uniform standard of literary form. The work was not
written consecutively. Sometimes weeks or months would
elapse in which I made not the stroke of a pen. Sometimes I
wrote when too weary to do the best work. 'When I gathered
the material for a sketch of a Presbytery, a minister, layman or
church, I prepared that part without regard to whether that
‘which should go before was prepared or not. Then I attempted
to place the prepared material in its proper place—not always
it must be confessed do the parts fit the precision with which the
timbers and stones of Solomon’s Temple filled their places,
when the sketech of a pastor, for instance, was writ-
ten six months before or after the sketch of the church he
served, it was inevitable that there should be a repetition of some
material facts—and when struggling and defunct churches were
sketched in' similar lapses of time it is natural that forms of ex-
pression would unconsciously become stereotyped. But I have
endeavored to make the work accurate, candid and fair; to make
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the sketches of ministers and laymen so life-like that their eir-
cle of friends will take interest in the book. And I have cher-
ished the hope that these sketches and the addresses in the Ap-
pendix will give to the work something more than a local inter-
est. If the reader pursues this volume with a lithe of the inter-
est which the writer has felt in its preparation, he will feel
amply repaid for paying the price thereof.
E. E. STRINGFIELD.
Springfield, Mo., July 10th, 1909.
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INTRODUCTION.

Doctor Stringfield has written a valuable and a readable his-
tory. It treats of a period, a territory and a branch of the church
well worthy of lasting remembrance in the annals of American
Home Missions. Following no precedent as to contents, arrange-
ment or literary style, his work is stamped throughout with his
own originality and independence. Even where other writers
had preceded him, from whom he could and very properly did
quote extensively, he did not accept their statements without
personal verification from original sources, wherever possible.
How difficult the task the Doctor set before himself, and persist-
ently pursued until its completion, none can fully realize that
has not been through a similar experience. No one could ever
have succeeded as well as he has done without a love for the truth
and a desire for its dissemination. ,

The joy that comes to the historian is like that that comes
to the student of mathematics in the solution of a diffieult prob-
lem or to any earnest soul in the achievement of a landable ambi-
tion. The history one writes thus becomes a part of himself, and
never more 8o than when it tells of events in whiech he himself
has had a real participation as well as an interest. The writer’s
enthusiasm is then shared by his reader. It is egpecially re-
freshing when he dares to use the first pronoun, if. as in this
case, he always uses it modestly.

The preparation of every history is largely a work of love.
Its publication is seldom remunerative. For this particular book
there has been a list of advance subscribers sufficiently large to
relieve the author of the cost of publication. Those eager sub-
seribers will not be disappointed when they have a chance to
read the work; but this history will be almost a failure if it does
not secure such a reading as to produce results in its readers.
It is fitted to give every reader a perspective by which to judge
present-day positions and tendencies, and also to inspire many a
reader, especially among the ministers, to try to make similar
contributions to local history. God’s hand is shaping modern
history as truly as it ever shaped the past. If it is ours to recog-
nize His providence, it should be ours to help others to a similar
recognition.

Hearty thanks are due to Dr. Stringfield for coming to us
after the manner of Asaph of old, saying: ‘‘Give ear, O my
people. * * * T will open my mouth in parable; I'will utter
dark sayings of old; which we have heard and known and our
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fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their chil-
dren, showing to the generation to come the praises of the Liord
and His strength and His wonderful works that Ile hath done.
For He hath established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed
a law in Israel, which He commanded our fathers that they
should make them known to their children; that the generation
to come might know them, even the children which should be
born, who should arise and declare them to their children, that
they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of
(od, but keep His commandments.”” (Ps. 78:1-7.) In faet, the
Doctor has made himself one of the Church Fathers, to be con-
sulted by present and future generations of godly parents and
church officers who desire to act in accordance with the com-
mand of Moses, when he said: ‘‘Remember the days of old,
consider the years of many generations: ask thy father and he
will shew thee; thy elders and they will tell thee.”” (Dt. 32:7.)
Rising from the reading of his book, we can but ‘“call to remem-
brance the former days’’ (Heb. 10:32), and thank the Tord,
saying: ‘“We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers
have told us what work Thou didst in their days in times of old:
how Thou didst drive out the heathen with Thy hand, and plant-
edst them.”” (Ps. 44:1-2.) We can but say also, with still an-
other Psalmist: ‘“If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right
hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem
above my chief joy.”” (Ps. 137:5-6.)
JOHN B. I1ILL.

Kansas City, Mo., July 1, 1909.
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PRELIMINARY WORD.

I purpose to write a history of Presbyterianism within the
confines of the first Presbytery of Ozark, U. 8. A. I shall men-
tion in detail the beginnings of Presbyterianism in Southwest
Missouri, dwelling particularly upon the origin and fortune of
the charter churches of the Presbytery, and I shall present pen
and picture sketeches of the men who laid the foundations on
which we are building as well as of those who have reared the
superstructure. I believe with our fathers ‘‘that truth is in

order to goodness; and the great touchstone of truth, its iend-

ency to promote holiness, according to our Saviour’s rule ‘by
their fruits ye shall know them.”’’” Yet all historical truths
are not alike agreeable or profitable. And since facts are so
numerous that if ‘‘They should be written every one I suppose
that even the world itself could not contain the books that should
be written,’”’ I shall select for narration those which bear upon
a purpose—to be discovered by the ‘‘gentle reader.’’ Leaving
to-the magazine writers the pastime of muck-raking, I shall dwell
upon disagreeable facts only in so far as they point a moral or
are essential to the story, for the things that are lovely and of
good report have not received the attention they deserve.

The Presbytery of Ozark had its birth in the throes of the
readjustments incident to the union of the Old and New School
churches. It is the lineal heir of the Old School Presbytery of
Southwest Missouri and inherited a small part of the fame and
fortunes of the New School Presbytery of Osage. In the year
of grace 1906 it confronted new readjustments incident to an-
other union that materially changed its territory and constit-
ueney. The reunited chureh inherits from the Cumberland wing
another Presbytery of Ozark which covers only a small part of
the territory occupied by the Presbytery of Ozark, U. S. A. Lest
some thirtieth century ‘‘redactor’’ should overlook this fact, I
pause to record the names of the ministers and churches and to
mark the boundaries of the first Presbytery of Ozark, U. 8. A,



12 PrRESBYTERIANISM IN THE OZARKS

at the time when the General Assemblies of 1906 declared the
union_ effective:

MINISTERS ADDRESS Churches Membership

Balthasar Hoffman, H. R... ...... .Webb City, Mo.... ... ....
Pilny 8. Smith... .. Amsterdam, Mo.
George H. Wllhamson, P E ..Monett, Mo...
Leonidas J. Matthews, H. R....... Houston, Mo .
Edward J. Nugent.. ... .. .Mammoth Sprmg, Ark

~Monett .. e e e 143

David Bell Whimster, S. S ..West Plaing, Mo...... ..West Plains..... ...
Charles H. Mitchelmore, 8. S ..Springfield, Mo... ..............Evnns
(and assigtant pastor of
(Qalvary)
George M. Bonner (colored) . .. .Springfleld, Mo. ... ...
William L. Hackett... w. ««..Springfield, Mo... ... .-Ocoaalonally Supplymg
(Pastor at Large) Qrane ...

Willard 17
Lockwood ...
White Oak
Benjamin F. Logan, 8. § Jasper, Mo.... S0 lem
Grace .
John R. Trett. Franklin, Ark.. ——

Nathanael Chbestnut, P.............Bureka Sprmgs, Ark......Euraka Springs..

George B. Sproule, 8. 8. Alba, Mo - Preston
Madison ..
Alba, an unorganized
work.
John F. Shepherd, Ph. D. D. D...Webb City, Mo.. ..-Webh 175
Jacob F. Scherer, 8. S...........Willow Springs, Mo. .....Sugﬁ)lyi;g a Cumberland
ure
Burnham .. 56
James H. Glanville, P.... .o Bolivar, Mo...... .. .....Bolivar ... ki
. Fair Play 22
Eugene E. Stringfield, Ph. D. P....Springfield, Mo... ... ..com -Springfield, Second. 60
Benjamin M. Shive, D. D. P, Joplin, Mo wyoplin  First... 431
Henry Little, Pucnimeonens o Springfield, Mo........ Oalvary 547
Benjamin L. Stuart, 8. S Neosho, Mo Neosho 139
Wilbur F. ly -..Fayetteville, Ark.....
(Sabbath Schoo M!sszonuy)
Edward L. Ren! -.Springfleld, Mo... -
(Sabbath Sohool Missxonary)
Simpson V. Sydenstricker, Stu -
Huston Taylor, P ~.Carthage First..
Robert L. Kinngird, S. 8. - Bethany (J'ophn) X
Abrmn Nelson Wylie, P.. ....cocemenes R avenden Springs, Ark..Rag:nden Springa..... 26
ations
The following churches were supphed by Cumberland Ebenezer (Greenficld)....92
resﬁytorirm ministers. Mt. Vernon..... .. .42
Qzark Prairie K
Irwin 31

Fordland .

And the following churches were VACANL..... .uw e vee vor cevirirs

Mammoth Spring
Mt. Olivet (Ark)
Bethel (Ark)

Trace Valley (Ar]

(Ark). 12
I8
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These forty-two churches are widely scattered over South-
west Missouri and a large part of Arkansas. In Missouri the
Presbytery embraced twenty-three counties, with the exceptions
that Kansas City Presbytery had jurisdiction in that part of
Camden County lying north of the Osage River and the north-
west corner of Cedar County. The counties are as follows:
Barton, Jasper, Newton, MeDonald, Barry, Lawrence, Dade,
Cedar, Hickory, Polk, Greene, Christian, Stone, Taney, Ozark,
Douglas, Webster, Dallas, Camden, Laclede, Wright, Texas and
Howell. In early days Vernon County belonged to the Presby-
tery, but was transferred to the Presbytery of Kansas City. The
boundaries of the Presbyteries in Arkansas were laid by a frac-
ture of the then extant law of the church as to ‘‘elective affinity
courts.’”” In 1898 they were defined as follows:

‘‘The Presbytery of White River * * * originally embraced 17 counties
in Southeastern Arkansas (according to the report of the Commission; 20
counties aceording to the Stated Clerk of White River Presbytery; 21 coun-
ties according to the map.) ‘Since then,’ says the Stated Clerk, ‘we have
extended our boundaries so as to include the whole state.” None of these
extensions have been authorized, approved, or disapproved by the Synod of
Missouri. White River Presbytery is composed of Freedmen. No jurisdie-
dietion has ever been exercised by that Presbytery over the White churches
in Arkansas. At least the following churches in Arkansas belong to other
Presbyteries than that of White River, viz:

Eureka Springs to the Presbytery of Ozark, Synod of Missouri. Jones-
boro, to the Presbytery of St. Louis, Synod of Missouri. Ridge Station to
the Presbytery of St. Louis, Synod of Missouri. Hot Springs First to the
Presbytery of 8t. Louis, Synod of Missouri. Mena to the Presbytery of
Choctaw, Synod of Indian Territory. * * * Inasmuch as none of the exten-
sions of the original boundaries of White River Presbytery have been
sanctioned by Synod, and those churches in Arkansas not belonging to White,
River Presbytery were organized by the Presbyteries to which they now,
belong, and with which they are in direct rail road connection, the follow-
ing readjustment of Presbyterial lines is recommended: 1. White River
Presbytery shall consist of all those ministers and churches situated in the
State of Arkansas south and east of a line drawn on the north and west
lines of the following counties, to-wit: Sevier, Howard, Pike, Clark, Dallas,
Grant, Jefferson, Pulaski, Conway, Faulkner, White, Jackson, Poinsett, and
Mississippi.

2. The Arkansas counties of Benton, Carroll, Boone, Marion, Baxter,
Fulton, Izard, Stone, Searcy, Newton, Madison, Washington, Crawford, Se-
bastian, Franklin and Johnson shall be annexed to the Presbytery of Ozark.

8. The remaining counties in Arkansas shall be annexed to the Pres-
bytery of St. Louis.

4. The Synod of Missouri shall notify the Synod of the Indian Terri-’
tory of the foregoing action, with the request, that hereafter all work in
Arkansas shall be done by the Presbyteries covering the state, with the
exception of the church at Mena, which it is hereby agreed shall be allowed
to remain in connection with the Presbytery of Choetaw, until a further
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readjustment of Presbyterial lines is made.’’ (Minutes of Synod, 1898, pp.
67, 68.)

This readjustment was made in 1900 when the church of Mena was
transferred from the Presbytery of Choctaw to the Presbytely of Ozark
and Synod passed the following:

‘‘Resolved, That the western tier of counties in the State of Arkansas,
so far as not now belonging to the Presbytery of Ozark, be now detached
from the Presbytery of White River and annexed to the Presbytery of
Ozark.’”’ (Minutes 1900, p. 47).

Previous to this the churches of Jonesboro and Ridge Sta-
tion had been transferred from the Presbytery of St. Louis to
the Presbytery of Ozark, whilst the moribund church of Hot
Springs disappeared from the Assembly minutes after 1900. At
present the Presbyteries of White River and Ozark are supposed
to cover the State. But as Mena and Jonesboro have been trans-
ferred to the Presbyterian Church in the United States, and
Ridge Station has ceased to be, the work -of the Presbytery of
Ozark is represented by the church of Eureka Springs and a
few other churches whose names will appear later in this vol-
ume. It will be séen that in Arkansas we have a vast territory
and but little else. But sinece the Master’s kingdom is ‘‘not of
this earth’’ the space given to this territory is out of prophetic
regard to the greater things.yet to be when reunited Presby-
terianism shall come to an inheritance commensurate with her
capacity to aid and bless. I have found traces of a rather ex-
tensive work in Arkansas carried on by the New School Minis-
ters prior to the Civil War. The following extract from a cor-
respondence from Bentonville, Ark., to ‘“‘The Home Missionary’’
of May, 1844, is given as a sample: ‘‘Since my last report I
have been called to deliver several public addresses upon the
subject of education. I have also engaged with others in the
enterprise of putting a collegiate institution into operation in
this section of the State. The college is to be called ‘Far West
Seminary,” and to be located in Washington County. A Board
of Visitors, of which I am the presiding officer, and a Board of
Trustees have been appointed. We have already obtained con-
siderable donations in lands and other property, and have agreed
to erect a brick edifice to commence the institution as soon as
practicable. My heart is very much set on this enterprise and I
am greatly encouraged to hope we may succeed.”

But this Arkansas work is buried in an oblivion so deep that
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I have failed to find any connection herewith to the post-bellum
operations of Ozark Presbytery, and therefore I shall not attempt
to exhume it farther.

The offspring of a reunion herself, it was but natural that
the Presbytery of Ozark should hail with glad acclaim the re-
union with ‘“The Army of the Cumberland.”” At the first op-
portunity, without a dissenting voice, without debate and fol-
lowed by the singing of the doxology, she voted for the union—
impelled to an early action by the thought that it would encour-
age the union movement in the Cumberland wing of the church.
And as an evidence of her faith in the final triumph of the move-
ment received and amalgamated the Cumberland churches of
Joplin and Webb City with her churches of these places, and
formed tentative unions with her churches and the Cumberland
churches at Ash Grove, Greenfield, Mount Vernon, Neosho and
‘West Plains. This historical sketch was begun the 10th day of
July, 1906. Ten days before this, by order of Presbytery, a
church was organized in the populous mining city of Carterville.

Through the co-operation of the Committees of Home Mis-
sions and Sunday School Work a student from the Lebanon Theo-
logical Seminary, Mr. C. W. Sample, had been laboring in the
city for about a month. The reunited church of Webb City
agreed to give the new church the building that had formerly
belonged to the Cumberland Church of Webb City, worth about
$2,500; the prospective members of the new church purchased
the lot and the Board of Church Erection was asked for $500 to
defray the cost of moving and placing the building. Thus the
wisdom of the reunion became apparent.
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CHAPTER L

CONFLUENT STREAMS TIIAT SINK TO RISE IN RILLMN.

It has heen intimated that the Presbytery of Ozark was
formed by the converging of two streams of Preshyterianism.
Iike a lost river, these streams all but sank from view for a
time, only to reappear with diminished forece, then to gather
momentnm until they converged.

A FOREIGN MISSION FOUNDATION.

Let those who are inclined to disparage foreign missions
in the supposed interests of home missions remember that South-
west Missouri was first foreign mission territory. And it took
its missionaries longer to reach their field than it takes mis-
sionaries to, reach China today.

““In the year 1819 the United Foreign Mission Society sent
two men as exploring agents among the Indiang in what was
then known as Missouri Tervitory. * * * They finally se-
lected a site for their mission on the west side of the ({rand
River, about twenty miles from Fort Gibson, in the present
C'herokee country. Thiyg is the first notice we have of the Osages
attracting the attention of Christian people or any cendeavors
to earry the gospel! to them. The Osages were a tribe of Indians
that claimed and occupied. as wandering hunters do, the region
south of the Kansas River to the Arkansas, thus embracing a
considerable portion of what is now Western Missouri, Eastern
Kansas and the territory now occupied by the Cherokee and
Creek Indians. They were divided into two bands, one of which
ha.d headquarters * * * along the Marais des Cygnes River.

* * A mission company consisting of nine men and eight
women was sent out by the society in the year 1820 to establish
a mission among the Osages of the Grand River. Two of the
ladies died on the journey. * * * TJlaving made a heginning
with the Osages of the Grand River, the society decided to send
another company to the Osages of Missouri, and a seecond com-
pany was formed, which left New York for its destination March
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7th, 1821. This company came by way of the Ohio, Mississippi,
Missouri and Osage Rivers, on keel boats.”” * * #* After a
most laborious passage they landed in Bates County August
9, 1821.*

This mission, known as Harmony DMission, subseyuently

passed under the care of the American Board of Foreign Mis-
sions, and was continued with varying fortunes until 1836. In
1822 a church was formed of twenty members. Only two were
added for twenty years, when there was a revival that brought
into it twenty others. In 1830 it was said of the Indians: ‘‘They
remain the same dark, bewildered race, clinging to their idols.
This mission has been established at great expemse of money
and some valuable lives. Many prayers have been offered for
its success, but little, very little, to human view has heen aceom-
plished.”’ .
' But though this mission did little for the Indians, it left
permanent traces on this Synod, for the missionaries were ready
for the incoming white population and were transferred from
the roll of foreign missionaries to that of home missionaries.

The churches in this and contiguous missions were for a
time isolated and independent.

In 1823 the missionaries in Harmony, Union and Dwight
Missions formed what was called the Indian Mission Presbytery.:
As the Indians passed away, under the name of Harmony Pres-
bytery, the work became identified with the Synod of Missouri.”’

HARMONY AND (THE FIRST) OSAGE PRESBYTERIES.

In 1836 the mission was given up and the work for the In-
dians was abandoned. The report of the Board says: ‘‘No
modern effort among the American Indians has been attended
with more trials of various kinds.”’

(Gradually the Harmony Church became disintegrated. But
the families of the mission formed the nucleus of various churches
in that region, and their descendants are found there to this day
None of these churches appear to have been in the confines of
Ozark Presbytery, as described on a previous page. But as Ver-
non County was a part of Ozark Presbytery, as constituted in
1870, two of them—Little Osage and Marmiton—have a place
in this history. When the church was disrupted in 1837 the
fruits of these early efforts fell to the lot of the New School
Church. And as they were first on the field the resulis of their
labors will be given first. The Presbytery bore the name of
Harmony until 1846, when it was changed to Osage. Unfortu-

*See Dr. John B. Hill ’s History of Kansas City Presbytery, pp. 100, 101
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nately the minutes of this first Osage Presbytery seem to be lost
beyond recovery. However, as the major part of the work
founded by this Presbytery passed through the Second DPresby-
tery of Osage to the Presbytery of Kansas City, a detailed ac-
count thereof is not pertinent in this work. The Presbytery of
Harmony is given in the minutes of the New School Assembly
for the first time in 1843. At that iLime thiz Assembly convened
but once in three years. The reports, therefore, are probably -
for three years. The statistics for this Presbytery are not very
luminous, as a copy here given wilL show:

= |
= |3
282 %43 |3
LalE ol BEN |2
2525|2555 :
1843 CHURCHES |.3 .g S| 82| 8|2| POST OFFICE
2 g",j A8 w2
ERIERIEE-IEAR:
MRS R
S 8|8 8|ad|<|a
79 Presbytery of
Harmony .
Nathan P. Dodge|Little Osage Little Osage, Mo.
Deepwater
Amasa Jones Salem Deepwater, Mo.
Oseola
E. P. Noel
George A. M. Ren-
shaw Mount Zion Springfield, Mo.
B. Ryland—5§ Herman Bolivar, Mo.
Warbelau—/
82 146

Of the seven churches, Little Osage. Mount Zion, Hermon
and Warbleau were in the territory subsequently assigned to
Ozark Presbytery. How many of the 145 members reported as
belonging to the Presbytery were in thess four churches we
have no means of knowing. The Mermiton Chureh, in Vernon
County, is not given in the minutes of 1343, though it is sup-
posed to have been organized prior to 1337. Little Osage was or-
ganized by Rev. N. B. Dodge June 27, 1835; and Herman or Her-
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mon, in Polk County, some time before 1829. The next triennial
minutes make no mention of Warbleau.

All vestiges of Hermon and Warbleau have disappeared.
Little Osage and Marmiton have laft but a fragrant memory.
Only Mount Zion remains. ‘‘They that trust i the Lord shali
be ag,Mount Zion, which cannot bz remove.l, but abideth for-
ever.

In addition to these five churches, five or six others were
organized before the Civil War—North Prairie, Hickory Coanty,
about 1843; Springfield, Greene County, 1849; Gasconade, Wright
County, about 1851; Walnut Grove, Greene County, 1853, and
Red Hill, Greene County. There seems also to have been a
church at Hermitage,in Hickory County, but it does not appear
on the Assembly’s roll.

It is worthy of note that a large part of these early efforts
were made in country distriets. Mount Zion and North Prair:e
were the strongest churches. The former was a tower of strength,
sending out colonies not only to Walnut Grove and Springfield,
but also to far-away Oregon and California. In 1851 Mount
Zion reported 100 members, and in 1857 North Prairie reported
93. Here were the scenes of spiritual refreshings, and from
these sources went forth streams of salvation to make glad the
city of our God. Where are the descendants of these pioneer
Presbyterians? Hickory County, a veritable land of promise, has
long been without a Presbyterian church. The county historian
of Polk County evidently failed to find traces of Presbyterian
activity in that county before the war. Wright County we have
long since given over to the moles and the bats.

In 1857 the New School Church reached the high water
mark. That part of the Presbytery lying in this territory had
nine churches, with 304 communicants. For three successive years
the Presbytery of Osage was starred in the Assembly minutes,
indicating that, in I'eu of a report, the report of the previous
year was inserted. After 1860 even the name of the Presbytery.
was dropped from the Assembly roll, not to reappear until 1866.
The causes of the disintegration of the Presbytery were the
position of the church on the issue of the day and the with-
drawal of the American Home Missionary Society from the work
in Missouri. In June, 1857, Rev. William H. Smith wrote:

¢¢T ean not be sustained without aid from abroad, and unless that comes
T must either leave the state or resort to some secular occupation. Now
when the immigration to this region is immense, when the Eastern people
as well as others are settlirg up our prairies, we are crippled by the want
of proper support—must leave in a great measure the work of the min-
istry to obtain a living! Our church is not going to.do much in Western
Missouri without preachers can be placed in circumstances to labor more
effectively. Brother Jones because of his age and affliction of the throat,
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is thinking about giving up his charge. Brother Bradshaw is almost super-
annuated, Brother Requa is practicing medicines and is not going much in
the ministry; and Brother Renshaw has recently deceased, so that you see
we are weak in men and means, not so much in means perhaps as in dispo-
sition to aid in supporting the gospel.’’*

But though the Presbytery disintegrated, the labors of such
men as N. B. Dodge, Amasa Jones, Levi Morrison, G. A. M. Ren-
shaw, Albert G. Taylor, Bedford Ryland and William H. Smith
were not in vain. They are recorded in the annals of the church
triumphant, whose records are never lost. And streams of their
influence are yet watering the waste places of the carth, if we
could only trace them.

The Presbyterian Recorder contained thiz item that illus-
trates the spirit and purposes of the work.

‘¢A Dbrother in the bounds of Osage Presbytery in a private business
note under date of November 2, 1854, writes: ‘At a previous meeting of
our Presbytery we concluded to establish a sehool of high order to be under
care of Osage Presbytery. At our last meceting a board of trustees was
elected, with power to secure a title to forty acres of land lying in Greene
County, including the Cave Spring, the present place of Brother Renshaw’s
church. This donation of land and $600.00 in subseription is given hy .
Brother R.’s people. We have in all about $2,000.00 subseribed, and intend
to contract for building this winter and have them erected by nexe fall.
I bave just returned from Brother Morrison’s meeting. A precious time
we have had. The Lord came down in power. Ahout twenty souls are re-
joieing in Christ as the result. Brother M. is greatly encouraged. At
Brother Renshaw’s a similar result has heen witnessed. We have had
some mercy drops even at Warsaw.’ 7’

In the Mid-Continent of May, 1890, Dr. James IL. Brooks
faid:

‘It i3 not true that there is anything in the Form of (lovernment or
doetrines of the Presbyterian Church to account for the slow growth during
the three-quarters of a century. But apart from the fact that much of the

time has been spent in fighting one another instead of fighting shoukler to
shoulder she has not at all utilized her resources.’’

This statement was made a pleg for some kind of a regula-
tion similar to that provided for subsequently in the constitu-
tional rule pertaining to local evangelists, and 1£ the good Doetor
looks down from the glory wnrld on the chureh of today no
doubt he realizes that his plea has found a completer answer in
the Presbyterian Brotherhood. But who can measure the folly
of “fighting ome another instead of fighting shoulder to shoul-
der?”” Much of the weakness of Presbyterianism inheres in the
dismembered front she has presented to the world.

Dr. Brooks said in another place that Judge Lucas remarked
to Judge Gamble: ‘‘I wish my daughters to be Roman Catholics,

*Hill’s History of K. C. Presbytery.
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because that church teaches women to be obedient and submis-
sive; but I hope that my sons will be Presbyterians, for then I
am sure they will fight.”’

Well, the times that tried men’s souls required men of cen-
viction. The iron heel of destiny may grind such men to pow-
der like flint. Their organiations may be crushed out. But the
world can never repay its debt of gratitude to them.

O. S. PRESBYTERIES (MISSOURI, UPPER MISSOURL
LAFAYETTE.)

None of the controversies that have affected Presbyterianism
so disastrously in this State have originated in her borders. Lin-
gering regrets have given place to reluctant separations only
when independent positions seemed no longer tenable. Not until
1840 did the separation of the Old and New School churches
take place in this State. Nominally, at least, four Old ‘School
Presbyteries sucessively embraced the territory of the subsequent
Ozark Presbytery. They were Missouri, Upper Missouri, Lafayette
and Southwest Missouri.

At its organization, October 2d, 1832, the original Synod of
Missouri consisted of three Presbyteries. The Presbytery of St.
Liouis covered the eastern part of the State, the Presbytery of
St. Charles the northeastern part and the Presbtery of Missouri
the rest of the State. In 1843 the Presbytery of Upper Missouri
was formed out of the western part of the Presbytery of Mis-
souri, and in the fall of 1856 the Synod erected that portion of
the Presbytery of Upper Missouri lying south of the Missouri
River into the Presbytery of Lafayette. .

As with the New School church so with. the Old—the centers
of effort and influence were to the north of our confines. Mount
Zion Church at Cave Springs and Ebenezer at Greenfield were
for decades the most influential churches in this territory—the
former was New School and the latter Old School. Not till 1860,
when Calvary Church was organized at Springfield did the old
school church gain a permanent foothold in any of our now
populous cities.

“‘The old school church began its operations in the South-
west in 1842, in Dade County, Where the Rev. W. B. Bell or-
ganized the Ebenezer Church of sixteen members. The principal
man in that organization was J. M. Rankin, who came from East
Tennessee, two of whose sons are now ministers and two others
prominent men in Kansas. This Ebenezer Church was the only
one in that region until January, 1854, when the Mount Vernon
Church (subsequently called Ozark Prairie) was organized. The
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pastor of the Ebenezer Church had a parish extending from
Cedar County to the Arkansas River, a distance of 130 miles.”"*

Less than a generation ago it could be said of African map
makers :

‘‘Such dense ignorance abounds
They place elephants for want of towns.”’

After the organization of the Ebenezer Church twelve years
elapsed before another was organized. The statisties for Lafay-
ette Presbytery indicate that before 1865 the following candi-
dates and churches in Southwest Missouri had been on its roll
at one time or another: Churches—Ebenezer and Mount Vernon
received at organization; Little Osage and Marmiton enrolled
September 16, 1859; Springfield Calvary enrolled September 26,
1860; North Spring River and Bolivar, April 13, 1861. Candi-
dates—Received at time of organization, W. I.. Mitchell, 8. W.
Mitchell and J. N. Rankin.

In 1857 the Presbytery met in Greenfield, and in 1859 it
elected Rev. John McFarland a Commissioner to the (encral
Assembly.

The men of national reputation confined their labors to
other parts of the State. In lieu of the account of movements in
this section, therefore, I shall here insert pen sketches of typical
conditions in the other parts of the State. These sketches are
taken from addresses delivered at the semi-centennial of the
Synod of Missouri, held at St. Louis in October, 1882:
adl From a letter written for the Synod by Dr. Edwin F. Iat-

eld:

‘‘The Synod of Missouri was born in the midst of a gracious outpour-
ing of the Spirit, baptizing the churches from St. Louis to Apple Creak on
the south, Columbia on the west and Palmyra on the north. * * *

‘‘The members of the Synod (1832) with their wives, were enter-
tained at the house of Mr. John Bhackleford, after which at the public
meeting I preached again. The next day three public services were held
and sermons were preached by Brothers Cochran, MeAfee, and Hoxsey.
Sermons were preached on Saturday by Brothers Durfee and Whood, and
service preparatory to the Lord’s Supper, full of interest, was held in the
evening. Very little time was given to the details of ecclesiastical husi-
ness. Two of the Preshyteries had just begun to be, and had but & brief
record for review by the Synmod. * * *

‘¢ As the churches were called upon to relate their story for the year
it was plain to be seen that it had boen, even in those ‘ends of the earth’
as it had been all over the land, a year of the right hand of the Most
High God. First and toremost, the church with whom they had assemhled
had been favored with a visitation of the Holy Spirit unexampled, not
only in its own history, but in all the region west of the great river. A
wonderful work of grace during the previous winter and spring had heen
wrought in St. Louis, putting new life into both ministers and people, and

*Quoted from Dr. Timothy Hill’s History Outlines, ete., p. 25.
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resulting in the accession of 128 members to the church, doubling their num-
ber quadrupling their energy and zeal for the Master; resulting aiso in
the organization of the Des Peres Chureh, about fourteen miles west of the
city, and in plans for the speedy organization of a second church in St.
Louis. * * *

‘“The showers of divine grace had extended their benign aud life-
giving influence to St. Charles, where Brother Wood had been laboring
about two years, with about seventy conversions, and had lately wrleomed
some fifty new converts into the churech. Far down the river, in Perry
County, Brother Cowan’s people at Apple Creek had caughi something of
the heavenly shower and counted some thirty or forty converts among
their widely scattered habitations. Brother Ladd, of Farmington in St.
Franeis County, * * * told how his heart had been stirred by what
he had heard at the meeting of the Presbytery in April of the Lord's
doings, and he had gone home resolved to labor and pray for a revival;
and the whole region about Farmington had been arousad io ecall upon
God, and many had been converted from the error of their ways. Brother
Donnell, too, brought good news from the lead mines in Washington County,
below Potosi, and told of a score or more converted among his people.
Away up the country in Calloway County, among the prairies and groves,
in the region of Fulton, Brother Hoxsey had to tell of a blessed visitaiion
of grace that had given the Aux Vasse Church a blessed accession of more
than forty new members. Columbia, too in Boone County, had not been
passed by, * * * and far up the Mississippi, whers Dr. Nelson had so
faithfully testified of Christ and his eross, in and about Palmyra, * * *
similar miracles of divine grace hal been wrought ’’

Dr. Hatfield then gives an account of the second and third
meetings of Synod—the one at Columbia in 1833, the other at
St. Charles in 1834.

At Columbia the Synod could only adjourn from day to day
by reason of the fact that a quorum could not be obtained. It
was regarded as an unhappy occurrence that the county horse
races were to commence the opening day eof Synod. But the
members of Synod began a revival—the races were given up in
despair and ‘‘more than fourscore souls were hopefully con-
verted.”’

Of the third meeting he writes:

€‘On Thursday, October 16, 1834, early in the morning, Brothers Don-
nell, Potts, Allen and myself mountad omr horses at St. Louis and rode very
pleasantly to the bank opposite St. { harles, on the Missouri River reach-
ing tho ferry about 11:30 a. m., within four honrs. There we had to wait
six hours for the crazy old ferryboat, the wind kaving been too hlgh for
the miserable old craft to attempt to steer the fisree curremt until then.
Ten hours were thus consumed in reaching St. Charles from S8t. Louis. We
found that the brethren, wearied with waiting for the $t. Louis brethren,
had undertaken to organize the Synmod with only two Presbyteries. The
next morning we organized anew. * * * .

““Ag at St. Louis and Columbia, so at St. Charles, the one business of
the Synod was the preaching of the gospel, with direct reference to the
eonversion of souls. Twice or thrice daily the wora of (rod was pro-
claimed, and at least every evening the anxious were called cut, of whom
there were at least g score, several of whom were hopefully converted.’’
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The evangelistic character of pioneer Presbyterianism in
Missouri is abundantly attested by others.

Dr. Timothy Hill: .

‘‘The most markod agency, especially in Northeast Missouri, nmder
the leadership of Dr. Nelson, Cochran and others, was the camp meeting.
The work was carried on systematically, camps consisting of tents or more
permanent structures in the form of sheds, in whieh the preaching sorvices:
were held, and around which tents were pitehed, constituted the external
appearance of the work. The places selected were generally in a grove,
near a large spring, for ‘much water’ was nceded for the accomwmodation
of both man and beast. When the selection was made the ground was
usually entered, in order to become the fixed property of some one, and
thus remained from year to year. To these meetings people came from
a great distance and remained oftentimes for days together, listenmg to
most earnest, pungent preaching, and great numhers were gathored into
the church.”’

From an address by Rev. John Leighton:

“‘Let us take a glance at our places of worship generally, at that carly
day. We may consider them as of three classes. Tirst and best were the
small buildings, frequently wooden, put up without any thought of archi-
tectural symmetry, unsightly in shape, without finish and devoid of com-
fort. * * * A gecond class comprised the log or hoard buildiugs, fre-
quently with but one or at the most three openings called windows but as
likely as not without glass, and supplied with a picee of sacking to keep
out the rain. They had puncheon floors, and split Jogs mounted on pegs
for seats. They were built without workmen and without the outlay of $20
in cash. But when one of them was completed by the ax and fro of elder
and brethren there was as rcal a jubilation as whwen Bezaleel finished the
work of the tabernacle. * * * The third class of church buildings con-,
sisted of mere sheds, capable of covering 800 or 1,000 persons, These
shelters were built for the accommodation of what were then everywhere
known as Presbyterian camp meetings—an institution growing out of nee-
-essary and blessed evangelization among a destitute and sparse population.

* % The floor was our mother earth, with here ana there a stfunp
from which a post had been cut. The pulpxt was an unplaned hoard made
fast to a tree at each end, and the preacher’s seat was another rough hoard
supported in the same substantxal way. As the sides and front and rear
were all open. Nothing circumscribed the limits of the congregation.
* % % And I have seen as many as fifty men standing or sxttmg behind
the preacher, these genorally not members of the church. * *

‘“While there was far more spirit and devotion in the singmg than

we now witness, it was loud and discharged from all scientific exactness.
* "* Dr, David Nelson, Rev. James Gallaher and some others had the
voice of a silver trumpet—strong and mellow-—and the first named espe-
cially would oceasionally come in where no hymn was expected with a
golo that would move the heart and start the tears. As for musical instru-
ments, T cannot say that there was the least prejudice against them, but
for the reason there was mo oceasion for prejudice instruments being uui-
versally unknown and undesired. Acecompanying the singing, on the
greater occasions, there was the exercise of handshakirg, though this was
mot common. The custom seems to have been hrought in by good brethren
from Tennessee, who had a number of ways' peculiar to them and not laid
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down in the book. These brethren formed quite an element in our churches
in Missouri, * * *

‘‘On one occasion (a meeting of Synod in Heary County) *~ * *
there came up, a storm which drove us to what was ealled ‘the church’
(Synod was meeting in a basilica or shed), a log house such as T have de-
seribed, having one opening for a window, but no glass. The pious com-
pany were standing up and singing, when suddenly a movement was made
which was novel to me. Across the floor from where I stood and near the
open door was ‘Father’ Bradshaw, the pastor of the church. While sing-
ing with mueh spirit he advanced and took the hand of a hrother and
shook it with vigor. Thought I ‘This is a brother the pastor has mot
chanced to see during the meeting, and he takes the liberty of greeting
him in the midst of the devotions.” Presently he advances and shakes the
hand of a second stranger. ‘And here is another,” I said to myself, ‘he
has not met before.” And not till he had reached the third and fourth did
the truth burst on my mind. When I saw the good pastor advancing to
my part of the room I stiffly turned my face to the log wall expecting
that he would pags me by. In this I was disappointed. He laid hold upon
my shoulder and gave me a violent pull around, and then he took me vig-
orously by the hand, a Christian honor which I neither understood nor
deserved.

‘At that same meeting an incident occuired which illustrates the un-
pleasant necessities of, those primitive days. It was the Sabbath afternoon,
and the Lord’s Supper had been celebrated with real fervor and profit, and
there were many wet eyes. About ten of us ministers were in ‘the stand’
and the benediction was being promounced. Just as the final word was
uttered a countrymen thrust himself in among the ministers. He ecried
out, ‘T want to speak to the people.” Raising his voice yet higher, he gave
notice of ‘a stray mare,” which he went on to describe with more par-
ticularity than. elegance.* While some of us were considerably taken
aback, that fastidious youth, Henry M. Field, who had been called to the
new church on Sixth street, near Morgan, and was only a few months
from his cultured associations in the East, could not repress his amaze-
ment. This was his first venture out from St. Louis. He goes instantly
to ¥Father Bradshaw and demands what this kind of a thing meant. ‘Oh,’
said the pastor, ‘we are here for the present constrained to allow such im-
proprietics.’ ‘Yet some of these improprieties were rcbuked in a character-
igtic way. * * * I was aiding in a protracted meeting in Lewis County.
During the delivery of the sermon one day a young man engaged in carving
on the back of the bench before him. A minister who was sitting beside
the preacher ohserved the irreverent use of the pocket kmife, and, stepping
down, he took up a billet of wood from beside the stove. Going with it to
the young man, he presented it to him, saying, ¢Whittle on that.” * * *

¢¢But as for the preaching of those days, let it be said that while great
improvement and advance has been made in every other respett—in our
places of worship, in the singing, in the gentility of the audiences, and in
the salaries of ministers—there has been no advance in the quality of the
sermons. The sermonizing of the great evangelists I have named was mnot
go much the development of the texts they ¢ited as it was the unfolding

*Since the author has been pastor in Springfield he was condueting &
funeral in a rural district. A rural minister asked the privilege of making
an announcement. He first expatiated on the solemnity of the oceasion,
commended the ‘‘young brother’’ for his fecling address, sang in a sepul-
chral tome three or four stanzas of a death-bed song, then announced:
¢Not to detraet from the solemnity of this occasion, I have lost a sorrel
horse, white mamne ‘and tail, a horn saddle,’’ ete.
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of a Bible theme. Dr. Nelson, 1 suspect, generally selected his subjeet
before he settled upon his text, yet his texts contained his sermons. He
seldom took up any but a most weighty subject*—the sovereignty of God
(those men were strict Calvinists); the fallen condition of man; the nature
and need of regeneration; free grace; justification by faith; the terror of
the Lord.

¢¢* % * PBeginning just about fifty years ago (i. e, fifty years be-
fore 1882) and continuing for fifteen or twenty years, there were almost
annual revivals in quite a number of our churches. These ingatherings
were counted on when the brethren came together, three or four in number,
to preach and pray, and also to sing, for four or five days continuously.
» * *

‘‘Some of the eailier of these refreshings should be especially singled
out because of the character of the subjects of them. Throughout a eon-
siderable part of Missouri there was, at the time when Dr. Nelson began
his labors, a widespread infidelity of the old-fashioned, Jeffersonian type.
And it came through Kentueky from Virginia. Tt was intelligent and
proud, and bold, and very supercilious toward Christians, and toward
preachers particularly, and most particularly toward Presbyterian preach-
ers. This skepticism included lawyers and doctors and political bosses.
The fame and popularity of the camp meetings drew those men near. Dr.
Nelson gave to them his spocial attention. Having himself in early life
been one of them, he was familiar with all the rat-holes in which they
burrowed. In short, therefore, at one and another of these revival meet-
ings, four or five of these Anakim would fall at once. And sometimes the
number of them.would be great enough to characterize the revival as an
ingathering of converted infidels. A few old men yet surviving in the
churches could give us names by the dozen. It was the privilege of the
writer of this paper to have in the church which he served for seventeen
years three or four of these very men, two of them being ruling elders.
Another of those converts entered the ministry and went as a missionary
to the Sandwich Islands.’’

Mr. Leighton thus describes another condition of the times:

¢¢8chool houses and court houses were the common resort, and even
there our brethren had to alternate with preachers of other denomina-
tions, two, three, or even four, taking the place on successive Sabbaths.
This arrangement gave rise to an evil whiech in those days was rife and
almost coextensive with the State, with the cxception of St. Louis and two
or three other places—an evil whwich through increasing courtesy and kind
feeling has happily passed nearly away. This was the prevalence of con-
troversy and strife over points of doctrine. What the Preshyterians
preached in the school houses on the previous Sabbath was taken up on
the next by the Reformer and fiercely mutilated. The creed of the Re-
former in turn was torn to shreds by the Methodist when his day came
around. All this was heard to a large extent by the same people of all
the denominations. In this way the controverted points, to say nothing
of misrepresentations and slander, became the theme of bitter talk through
the week and the whole community would thus be kept in hot water. And
it was wonderful how sharp and knowing men, and even women_hecame
in those disputed themes—baptism, water regeneration, the gift of the
Spirit, ete. They also ‘reasoned high of fate, frce will, and foreknowl-
edge absolute.” We suspect our modern ecity Christians would not know
what to make of that ‘etrong meat’ which was devoured, I do not say

*I have somewhere heard Webster’s great oratory attributed in part
to the fact that he was silent save on weighty themes.
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digested, the whole year round. That bitter controversial spirit which
filled the air too often erowded out living piety, and was even made a sub-
stitute for it.”’

Even so it gave to the godly a loyalty to church my eager
eyes have longed to see. The Mount Zion Church had loyal
members as far away as Springfield. And before the Mount
Vernon Church was organized ‘‘Uncle Billy”’ and Aunt Jenny
Orr trudged on horseback from their home three miles rorthwest
of Mount Vernon through ‘‘the wilderness’’ to Greenfield. where
their pious souls feasted on the ‘‘strong meat’’ provided.

Though the scenes of the foregoing incidents were laid for
the most part in other portions of the State and the actors were
largely new school men, they are not out of place here by reason
of the facts that they are truly typical, and in part at least relaté
to events that transpired before the unhappy dismemberment of
our church in the State.

It is a good thing now and then to read sermons preached
by ministers of a former generation, known cnly to their own
genération and to the circumseribed world in which they had .
their being—the humble missionaries of the ecross. Such a prac-
tice may soften our asperities when we contemplate the militant
character of former denominationalism, hnmble our spirits as we
behold how they delved into the deep things of ‘God and remind
us that long before a new chapter on ‘‘the love of God and mis-
sions’’ was added to the confession their souls did magnify that
boundless grace and love of a tender Father for his lost and
erring sons and daughters.

The first regular supply of the Ebenezer Church was Rev.
Valentine Pentzer, who served the church for three years. Had
some enterprising publisher of his day compiled a volume enti-
tled ““Who Is Who!?”’ his name would not have found a place
therein, nor do theological catalogues contain the titles of wvol-
umes of his sermons. I have searched in vain for his name in
various historical addresse delivered before our Synod. DBut
there fell into my hands eleven manuscript sermons preached by
him in the middle forties. I shall insert extracts of these ser-
mons to exhibit the strong spiritual meat which pioneer Pres-
byterians of Southwest Missouri were fed by the typical and
commonplace home missionaries, and to show that Calvinism as
preached sixty years ago was not as revolting as it is often rep-
resented. No wonder the preachers of that day were reverenced
as men of God and loved with a love like unto that of David and
Jonathan. Aunt Mary Johnson—now deceased—said that when
Valentine Pentzer and William Orr parted ‘“it was like two
women—hugging, kissing and crying.”

I read these eleven manuscripts one day with profound in-
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terest and heart searchings. They are not as long as tradition
would lead us to expeet; I should think the longest could be
preached in forty-five minutes and the average in thirty-five.
They are a little more polemical than the preaching of today;
and while they dwell more on the strong doctrines of the Word,
these doctrines are presented in a plain and practical way.
Without any effort at selection, the first one I read treated of
““Predestination,’’ the second of ‘‘Election,”” the third ‘‘The
Support of the Ministry,’”” the fourth ‘‘Christ the End of the
Law for Righteousness.”” These sermons are remarkable for the
vast array of Scripture with which they are buttressed. If the
gentle reader thinks that such lengthy extracts are out of place
in a historical work he can pass them by, but if he does he will
miss two things—a fair representation of the food that nour-
ished the pioneer church and a real refreshment for his own soul.

EXTRACTS.

Zech., 13:7. ¢‘That this passage of Scripture has reference to Christ
is evident because Christ himself applies it so. (Mat.,, 26.31.) The doc-
trine taught directly in our text is that the death of Christ was by the
decree and the direet command of God the Father. (Then he reverts to
the conspiracy of the Jews and Pilate, and continues.) They were bhut his
instruments and all their rage could easily have heen prevented. * * *
Tf the doctrine of predestination is denied there can he no atonement. For
all things took place in the death of Christ aecording to the determinate
counsel and forcknowledge of God, or clse by accident. But if his death
happened by accident and contrary to the decree of the Almighty how,
then, can it be an atonement Would it not be the most dreadfal of all
nonsense to talk about the death of Jesus Christ being a satisfaction for
our sins, a sacrifice, a propitiation and an atonement if it all had heen only
by the determinate counsel of men, say the Jews? And yet so soon as you
admit that the Lord laid upon him the iniquity of us all, that it pleaged
the Lord Jehovah to bruise him, that he was a lamb slain from the founda-
tion of the world, you (admit) that it was the purpose of God that it
should be so—that is, that it was predestinated to he so. (ITere he cites
in full Seripture proofs as Luke 22:22, John 19:11, John 18:11, Luke 9:22,
John 12.27, Luke 22:53, Acts 2:23, Acts 4:27-28.) * * * TIf there is
only an overruling Providence, that simply overrunles actions after they
have been committed, then it would follow that after the Jews crucified
our hlessed Saviour, God made a virtue out of his necessity and set his
blood which they had shed to the account of those who should repent.
This is dreadful. For Jesus Christ was an innocent man, and ho was taken
by & malicious and lawless mob and c¢rucified, contrary to every principle
of justice. How under the sun could God then on any natural or reasonable
principles set this wicked transaction down as a bonus in his government
in view of which he could pardon sinners? But if you deny the doctrine of
predestination you are obliged to oceupy that ground. Admit the doetrine
that God works all things after the counsel of his own will and then every-
thing comes in its natural place. (John, 3:16.) And the divine Son loved
our race 8o well as to bear our sins in his own body on the tree, and that
all this was ratified and agreed upon  fixed and settled, long before the
world was made or Adam’s dust was fashioned into man.?’
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(From a Sermon on the Two Covenants. Text, Gal., 4:24.):

‘It is thought by some that Adam at that early age of the world did
not understand the nature of covenants and covenant relations—that the
metaphysies of mind and of moral obligations were ideas too abstract and
refined for his rude and uncultivated mind. Adam was created in the
image of his God, and it reflects no great glory on the character of God to
suppose he should create the first pair as ignorant, as rude and as sensual
and gross in his intellect as an unlettered Indian and his squaw in the
wild woods of America. St. Paul informs us that the image of God con-
sisted in knowledge and true holiness. They.were the noblest in dignity,
in wisdom, in high and holy conversation, of all the human race. They
conversed with God, with angels, with high-born seraphs, and little squab-
bles about metaphysics, about natural obligations and moral abilities, our
theological disquisitions about fate, free will and predestination would -
have been like the squabbles and contentions of children to their high and
holy minds. Adam was created for the very purpose of a federal head,
and every way qualified for the high station. The covenant of works was
made with him. It was the only covenant that could be made with him.
The covenant of grace did not need to be unfolded then. Mercy 28 yet
on earth had nothing to do. After he fell by transgression there was given
to him an intimation of the covenant of grace, but it could not be made
with him, for he could not atone for his own sin, much less the sins of
others. * * * The covenant of. works was the only one that could be
made with Adam. The law of that covenant they violated. It is mow a
broken covenant. The flood has long since swept through thy bowers, O
Eden, where Eve sang, in holy love, eternity, creation and time just begaa.
The trees of the garden—the tree of knowledge of good and evil—and the
tree of life, too, that grew in the terrestrial paradise the worms have long
since eaten. But the violated law of the covenant stands demanding the
sinner’s blood. It raises its insurmountable barrier between God and the
soul. Its claims are just—decided so in the high court of heaven—and they
never can be abated. God in reviving the covenant and embodying its
principles in the ten commandments, amid the awful thunders of Mount
Sinai, showed that he had abated nothing from his claims. Indeed, he
cannot, without injustice to himself and great injury to his creatures,
demand anything less than perfeet obedience. But his refining, perfect
obedience by no means implies that any since the fall of man have had
ability sufficiently to keep the law of God perfectly. * * * Nor 18 the
right to claim perfect obedience founded upon our ability. God requires
all devils to love Him with all their powers—but devils cannot love. They
once could—they destroyed their abilities. So man once had ability,
but now he is sold under sin. It is vain to say we had no hand in this
transaction. He who made us knew where our greatest strength lay. If
he had seen it lay in you he would have made the covenant with you. But
he made it with him who was best able to fulfill it. But he fell by trans-
gression, and all his posterity fell in him and with him.?” * * *

Note the rhetorical beauty of this soliloguy of Adam:

‘¢‘FParewell, Eden, thou loved spot; farewell, innocence; thou lovely,
heavenly friend! I did thee much wrong. It will be Jong before thou wilt
sing in my habitation again. I shall sleep in the dust before thou wilt again
be my companion. Farewell, tree of lifel Thy fruit falls no more for
me and my children. Farewell, tree of knowledge of good and evil, fare-
welll By thee I offended. Farewell all—alll But, O, who can tell what
seas of tideless, waveless, sailless, shoreless, hopeless woe awaits me and
my dear children—wars, famines, pestilence plague, fierce diseases, poverty,
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sorrow, pain, nakedness, cold and hunger, shame and fear—the undeﬁna.blg,
shapeless monster Death, and the loathsome, solitary grave are now their
sad inheritanece. O, infinite God! Creator omnipotent, my Father! who
stoodst before me the morning I first awoke by sound of heavenly musie,
The first, the most glorious being I ever saw! Say, O say, for I never yet
heard of merey, say if I cannot be forgiven, or else on me let all thy thun-
der fall and save my posterity—my dear children!’’

Now note how admirably the Second Covenant is intro-
duced :

‘‘But the answer of God to Adam is Go thy way, Adam, the seed of
the woman shall bruise the serpent’s head, the vision is yet for many days
and to the end thereof desolations are determined. Thou must come to
the grave and sleep in the dust of the earth for many davs, but thou hast
now heard something of mercy. Mercy now must supply the place of
innocence. Farewell, child of heaven! Fallen but now penitent echild,
farewelll In view of Adam’s fall the covenant of grace was made with
Christ, the second Adam before the world began.”’ * * *

That sounds Miltonic for pioneer preaching, but note this
for the interdependence of the cardinal doctrines:

¢‘If men are not carnally minded, dead in trespacses and sins, aund
enemies to God  there is no need of a Holy Ghost. Suart with the doetrine
that man is not spiritually dead and totally depraved and there is mo use
for the doctrine of the trinity. If man is only bewildored—if he is only
a child lost in the wilderness, crying for home, then all he need+ is some
one to guide him into the path. He needs neither an Almighty Being for
a Saviour nor an Almighty Spirit for a sanctifier. Hence those people who
deny the divinity of Christ and the power and presence of the Holy Ghost
are at least so far consistent that they have no useless appendages to their
creed. They believe that man’s nature s uvt radlically vielous; that he
is ounly spoiled by bad company, that the law of God is not perpetual in
his nature and obligations; that God as a sovereign can bestow pardon
without any regard to His law, comsequently a sacrifice for sin—a real
atonement is not necessary. Now such have no use for a Saviour who was
both (tod and 1 :n—no use for a covenant of grace made in cternity be
tween the Father an¢ Son in view of Adaa’s fall. Agam, what nse have
they for the doctrine of regemeration by a -lireet and powerful work of
the Holy Ghost? Man needs no such a change. * * * All he needs is
that some one of truth and well acquainted with the subject reveal the
mind of God to him. Hence these people who deny the doctrine of the
trinity, the divinity of Christ, the Holy Ghost, human depravity, predosti-
nation, gratuitous election and the doctrine of a roal atonemgnt are much
mere consistent in their belief than those who hold some of those doetrines
and deny the vest. Whav is it that gives infinite value to the atonement?
Is it the divinity or the humanity of Christ? Tndoubedly his divinity.
Now, it Ile Lad all the essential attributes of Deity Fle must have aad a
mind porfectly informed, a judgment correctly made up, a will fully deter-
nuned so as to remain in suspense about novhing. PFor ean it be presumed
that eternity can add anything to the stock of information whieh deity
now possesses? Will the judgment day bring any new information to God
about the wickedness of men or devils? But ca1 a sound mind help decid-
ing on a subjeet when it possesses full and perfect information, especially
when much depends upon an immediate decision? But the divinity of
Christ depends upon this infinite perfection of wisdom and knowledgs, and
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the perfect correctness of his decisions and judgments. And the value of
the atonement depends upon the perfection of his wisdom and knowledge,
and the perfect correctness of his decisions and judgments. But it will
not be denied that his decisions are as much needed about future events as
past. But to decide and determine about future events implies predestina-
tion; then the value of the atonement depends for its merit upon that wis-
dom of God which is exerted in predestination. How absurd to hold to
the doetrines of either the divinity of Christ or the atonement and deny the
doctrine of predestination.?’

. The sermon on the support of the gospel ministry is so
timely that it might have been preached but yesterday:

I Cor.,9:14: “‘This is the regulation which God established for his
church, and those who have altered this commandment and are teaching
men so will one day be called the least in the kingdom of heaven, if they
get into the kingdom at all. Our Lord did not ask it as a matter of charity
for his ambassadors that they should have a pittance to live upon; but
by the same authority that he used in instituting the gospel ministry he also
established the duty of supporting his ministering servants. * * * *
We shall endeavor to consider.

‘¢‘First—The reasonableness of the requirement.

¢‘Second—Upon whom it is binding and the reciprocal duties of pastor
and people. And,

. ¢‘Third—The serious results of breaking this regulation of God’s
ouse.’? ' :

(Here follows an excellent exhibition of God’s sovereign rights in the
earth, of his provision for the support of the Levite and the Levirate ordi-
nances, and of the early Christians bringing their goods and laying them
at the Apostles’ feet, which, he declares, ‘‘never was intended to be a
rule for the church in after ages yet it shows a beautiful spirit of confi-
dence, and of a full and complete surrender to God, not merely in word,
but in heart—giving themselves and property to God, their rightful
owner.’’) Continuing, he said: ‘‘Nor did our Lord ever enjoin this, but he
did enjoin it that they that preach the gospel should live of the gospel.
This is altogether reasonable on account of the manifold duties and cares
and labors through which a faithful minister must go. And if the church
would be edified and built up in knowledge and holiness she must provide
that her ministers have time to wait upon their ministry. The time was
when the pastoral union was invested with a degree of permanency which
it has now unhappily lost. It is our prayer that it may speedily be re-
stored. It was a most sacrilegious work which that vain, ambitious man
did when he, contrary to God, ordained that the minister licensed by his
Presbytery should preach without having a pastoral charge and without
a support. He looked at the church of Christ and saw it an impregnable
fortification; he then looked at the prejudices of the Western people. He
saw he could sow the seeds of disaffection and jealousy from one point,
and one only—it was the support of the gospel ministry.* Time has already
discovered the results of what he has dome. But eternity alone will fully

*T do not know to whom he refers or whether this has only a local
bearing, but some years ago an honored elder in one ofthe churches of
this Presbytery told me that his father had upbraided ome of the most
influential and godly pioneers of that county for preaching without salary,
because he was .sowing seeds that wounld bring forth a harvest disastrous
to the cause of Christ. The descendants of that piomeer preacher are yet
prominent in that locality and the prophecy as to the harvest has been
verified.
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show all the dreadful evils resulting from his unscriptural and time-serving
policy.  Ignorance, error and delusion; pride, eovetousness, prejudice and
infidelity, like the tail of a comet, will follow in hiy train. The preaching

. of the gospcl, not raising corn and feeding cattle, is the pre-eminent duty
of the gospel minister. It is expressly to preach the gospel that the min-
istry is instituted. It is the voice of the living preacher, urging with all
the powers of his heart and of his utterance the love of the Saviour, and
the awful realities of a future state, which God blesses to the building up
of his church. All other duties should be subservient to the necessary
preparations for preaching the gospel. Hundreds of immortal souls are
each Sabbath assembled to hear the divine message. The Christian min-
jster is God’s ambassador to them. And with whatever abilities he may
be endowed he must consecrate all to the faithful enforcement of religious
truth. He must diligently study so that he may be ahle to bring out o+
his storehouse things new and old. Logic should make all the parts of his
sermon harmonize, so that one part should not contradiet another. Sound
argument should fortify the different parts of his discourse, and simplicity,
childlike simplieity make every part so clear and plain that a very echild
could understand it all; and eloquence, soul-captivating eloquence—the elo-
quence of an upright, carnest heart—should carry every sentence of divine
truth home to the hearts and consciences of his auditory.

‘‘How difficult this! Is it likely that the man whose cares must necees-
sarily be about the concerns of a worldly employment will be able to
preach the gospel aright? Will not his discourse on the Sabhath ke either
cold and formal or empty of soul-nourishing instruction? * * * A man
with all his time is not sufficient for the great work. The word of truth
must be rightly divided so as to give to each his portion in due season.
* * * Some of his hearers are engulfed in the whirlpool of a false
religion; some are in the wild carcer of utter ungodliness; gome deceived
with false hopes, or trying to deceive others with false pretenses; some
stupid with consciences seared and hearts as hard as marble or granite
rock; some tender, affectionate, trembling with broken heaits and hruised
spirits, feeling and sighing for God. To meet these wants requires thought.
And the faithful Christian minister must consecrate tho Test hours of every
week to this infinitely arduous work. And yet he must engage in other
studies besides immediate preparation for the pulpit. e must search the
Seriptures in their original languages; he must keep up a general acquaint-
ance with the literature and the rapidly advancing scieuces of the day;
he must furnish 'his mind to encounter the unbeliever and the errorist on
their own grounds, and to defend the gospel; he must keep himself in-
formed respecting the great moral movements of the age—he must not
forget the mighty power of the press—that the world demands a Christinn
literature—that it is the duty of some of the ministers of the gospel to
supply this want. These duties demand that at least every wovement of
the morning hours bhe devoted uninterruptedly to study* These hours,
should be held sacred from any eneroachment. The people should feel that
their pastor in all his studies is toiling for them, and they shonld cordially
co-operate in securing for him the means of uninterrupted appreciation to
the arduous duties of his' office.

‘‘But the minister must also visit the people. Without this_ though,
he should he ever so learned and eloquent he cannot he in the highest dé-
gree useful. By personal acquaintance alone he can ascertain the tempta-
tions, the conflicts, the trials, the spiritual condition of his people. He
must sacrifice the attractions of friendship and congenial habits and

*This from a man whose record shows that he rode over several eoun-
ties preaching in private houses as wcll as in publie places.
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tastes, if need be, to his duties as a laboiious and impartial parish minis-
ter, who must account to God for each soul entrusted to his care. And espe-
S:m.lly wherever poverty lays its heavy hand, or age is crushed with infirm-
ity, or the weak and suffering invalid drags on a miserable life, or the
widow’s heart is bleeding with anguish—wherever there is anyune towed
down beneath the burden of life, it is there peculiarly the Christian min-
ister is to go. And yet he must not let the time allotted to visiting his
members encroach upon the time devoted to study and the duties of the
closet. TIf he does his congregation will be pretty apt to complain that
his sermons are all alike. These, to say the least, are the indispensable
duties of a good minister of the gospel and he who comes short of any one
of these duties is just so far cleficient, and lacks just that mueh of being
a good minister. But how ean a minister do all these arduous duties and
support himself and family by farming and teaching, or some other worldly
employment. * * * Hence it is perfectly reasonable that God should
demand at your hands a comfortable support for his servants whom he
raises up and sends among you to preach the gospel. * * * (God’s ways
are always right and woe to that wicked popularity-hunting preacher who
alters what God has ordained. * * *

‘It is everybody’s duty to support the gospel. * * * And the
fact that a man is not a professor of religion will be but a poor excuse
in the day of judgment, for it will be making one sin an exeuse for an-
other. ‘Will & man rob God?’ says the Seriptures, ‘but ye have robbed
me even this whole nation.” * * *  Here the charge is rot brought
againgt the Saints, but against the whole nation. Now, if it had not been
the (uty of the whole nation, no charge could have been hrought against
them.  If a wan says 1 am no professor of religion, if 1 were I might
pcrhaps feal it a duty to do something. This is poor logie. It is as much
as to say boeause I wickedly neglect to do my duty thercfore 1 will rob
(tod, my Ma'fer, of his just share of the’ propertv he has put into my hans.
This is adding robhery to rehellion. * * * Throughout Southwest Mis-
souri there are whole churches who act upon the principle that the gospel
may get along the hest way it can! And these all have their influence;
and a most dreadful influence it is. It is inflicting a death blow on the
intelligence and piety of the chureh. In this work none are excused.
* # % Al have some ability. The widow had two mites and she threw
them into the treasury of the Lord. And.she laid it out well. * * *
Many no doubt would have thought her foolish. * ** * 'But the wis-
dom of God differs from the wisdom of this world. * * * Tt has been
remarked that a heresy always begins among the preachers. The preachers
have done much to ruin the church in this our time. The system in vogue
amongst us in this country is to license a minister with‘very little educa-
tion, hoping he will go on and improve his mind after he is licensed. This
he scldom does, and for several reasons—first, because he is licensed and
thinks he can get along about as well as the rest; and, second, he thinks
he has not the time to study. But the worst of it all is, in the third place.
he does not know how to study. * * * having never learned how to
apply himself to books. * * *

¢¢The system as now pursued overburdens the church with weak and
inefficient ministers, and even if the people felt some disposition to sup-
,port s minister they become disheartened; for, in the first place, there are
too many to be supported, and in the next place the people feel that 13hey
do mot get an equivalent for their pay—a harping on the tenderer feelings
without ever touching the understanding will, after a few hearings,
hecome insipid and uninteresting to all persons of semse. * * * Have,
then, & minister—a workman that needeth not be ashamed—enter into the
pastoral relation with him. And as you are entitled to his labors, his
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prayers, his tears, his heart, so on your part give him your prayers, your
sympathies and your attention. Give him of such things as God gives you.

‘¢* + * Pyt we are next to consider what arc the ruinous results
of breaking this ordination of God. And in order to see it we need only
to look around. Where is the beloved Zion of God now? Her ministers
are u class of secular men. There are none of them that can teach his brother
in the law of the Lord; there are but few houses of worship, and wmoney is
thought to be too good a thing to be given to the Lard. And the man who
can rave and rant once a fortnight about hell and heaven is just as good
a preacher as any, because the people have learned to think but little of
all preachers of the gospel; the office has so long been degraded hy weak,
ignorant and often by unprinecipled men. You may always suspect a man
for a knave or a hypoerite who is ready to suspect and charge every min-
ister who tells his dying fellow men of this part of their duty with money
hunting. * * *

‘‘That man who can build his own house and care nothing about the
Lord’s house i8 but a sorry Christian, if he is one at all. And that man
who can eat his sweet morsels alone, without dividing it with the Lord’s
servant, is hardly a Christian. And that minister of the gospel who can
encourage his hearers in their covetous and selfish dispositions will have an
awful account to give. There is an awful lack among Western Christians
on this subject, and the entire blame of it in the day of judgment will rest
on the ministry. "Western Christians are by nature just as liberal as East-
ern Christians, and if it wewve properly inculecated upon them by their
preachers would do just as muech. Now when we are in a strait we call
upon our Eastern brethren. And to my certain knowledge many of those
Eastern brethren are not so wealthy as our Western brethren. But they
have had the duty of giving libekally inculcated upon them from infancy.
To give you a specimen. *The wealth in the churches under the care of
the Ozark Presbytery is upwards of two millions of dollars. The natural
inerease of this capital should at least be half a million, and the one-tenth
of this yearly increase would he fifty thousand dollars, to be devoted to
the Lord. Instead of that, all the churches under the care of that Presby-
tery do not contribute five hundred. This is robbing God out of forty-five
thousand five hundred dollars. In the FEast the ministers would tend to
this part of their duty. They would have meeting houses and school
houses. They would educate their candidates for the ministry and get re-
spectable men’s sons employed as teachers in their schools. And they
would get and ecirculate useful books and periodicals among their people,
and make collections besides for missionary purposes, and he none the
poorer for it. And why is not all this and much more done in the West?
The reason is a plain one. That wicked system which was put in opera-
tion in 1800 in the West has brought upon the heloved Zion of God all
this mischief. It was mainly offeccted by taking from the ministry that
reasonable support which the Xord ordained they should have, and, see-
ondly, by introducing unfit men into the ministry. Such men judge of
every measure by how it takes with the people. 1f it takes with the people
all is well. Now, it always will take with many of the people to tell
them they are under no obligations to give anything to the Tord. And
that those who do.tell them so are money hunters. May the Lord deliver
the church from all this evil.’’

*This refers to Ozark Preshytery of the Cumberlund Church. Mr.
Pentzer was at this time a member of that body.
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CHAPTER IIL

THE RISE OF THE RILLS.

‘‘Missouri has never been understood, and her people have
been sweepingly condemned, largely from the fact that she was
made the national football of the slavery agitation for forty-
eight consecutive years. The Missouri Compromise, the Kansas-
Nebraska Bill, the Border War from ’55 to ’60—these were the
steps that led to an alienation that never ceased to grow until it
culminated in the fearful national baptism of blood. Missouri
stood in the forefront of each stage of this growing strife, not
because her people were worse or better than the people of other
states, but because of her geographical position. Being thus re-
lated to the causes leading to the civil conflict, it is bnt natural
that Missouri should suffere more than any other State. Two-
third of her people being Southern born, and inclosed on three
sides by Republican States, her people were compelled to take.
sides, and taking sides soon forced g1l her people into one army
or the other.”’*

The traditional reputation of Presbyterians for being men of
conviction that would force them to take sides, the completeness
of the organic life of the denomination that made a disruption
more inevitable and disastrous, and the fact that the home
mission revenues came largely from the North and East rendered
the devastations of the Civil War more complete in the Presby-
terian ranks than in that of other denominations.

THE SECOND OSAGE PRESBYTERY.

, In an address delivered before Synod at Kirksville October.
1888, Dr. George Miller said: ‘‘Our Synod outside of St. Louis
virtually dates from the Civil War. For years after the Civil
‘War our statistical reports were filled with old reports of
churches that had become extinet or gone into the Southern
Synod years before. From the best of my knowledge we got i

#¢¢ Miggouri’s Memorable Decade,’’ by Dr. George Miller. Pp. 3-4.
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65 from the old organizations: From Palmyra Presbytery,
about 300 members: from Kansas City and Ozark, about 100
members; from Platte Presbytery, about 300 members; from St.
Louis, about 1,200. Total Old School, 1,900. The New School
Synod reports 1,323 members in 1866. Total for the State,-3,223.”’
It will be seen that Dr. Miller uses the names of later date for
the Presbytery, The statement ‘‘Kansas City and Ozark, 100
members, indicates how nearly extinet the work was.”” Yet
the work of the New School branch was even yet less pros-
perous.

‘‘By previous arrangement those interested in organizing a
Presbytery on the ground occupied by the former Osage Pres-
bytery met in the Cave Springs Church (Mount Zion) April 26,
1866. 'W. S. Messmer preached from Mark 11:22.”’

Three ministers and three churches were enrolled, viz:
Revs. A. G. Taylor, of the Presbytery of St. Louis; J. M. Brown,
of the Presbytery of Bloomington, and W. S. Messmer, of the
Presbytery of Utica. Churches—Mount Zion, represented by
Elder John R. Lee, Springfield, represented by Elder David Ap-
pleby, and Clinton. Mount Zion had about 25 members, Spring-
field 11*, and Clinton 7. A. G. Taylor was elected Moderator, W.
S. Messmer Temporary Clerk, and J. M. Brown Stated Clerk.

This first meeting of Presbytery appointed committees on
home missions and on education, levied a tax of 50 cents per
minister and church (probably communicant); licensed E. M
Halhert and appointed a committe to draft a memorial on thé
" moral destitution in Southwest Missouri.

The second meeting of the Presbytery was held at Prairie
Grove (Springfield Church) September 14, 1866. The same min-
isters were present and the same churches represented by elders
—Mount Zion by W. E. Thompson and Springfield by — With-
erspoon. At this meeting of the Presbytery the Bible Society
Agent spoke, and it was reported. that $69.15 had been contrib-
uted by the churches that year to the Bible Society.

It is worthy of note that this is more than the Presbytery
contributes annually now!

Salem and Warsaw churches, both beyond our bounds, were
enrolled at this meeting of Presbytery

The difficulties that confronted the Presbytery are set forth
in this communication from the Presbyterian Reporter:

From Rev. John M. Brown.

Ash Grove, Mo., April 11, 1867.
Dear Brother Norton:—I returned last evening from meetmg of Pres-
bytery_ having traveled two hundred and fifty miles on horscback, through

*This church was in the country—a locality known as Prairie Grove.
It is now the Bellevue Chureh.
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mud and rain and then found no quorum, and, of course, we could transact
no business. On my way I spent a Sabbath at Deepwater, and preached
twice to a small but attentive audience. The weather was cold and the
roads horrible, but I thought that if I could ride eighty miles in two days
through, not over, such roads to preach the egospel the people might ride
one mile to hear it. But perhaps I was mistaken. Yet Deepwater is a
promising field and will well repay cultivation. It is to be a station on
the Sedalia & Fort Scott Railroad. At Deepwater I heard of Rev. W. C.
Requa, a member of the old Osage Presbytery, and also learned that he
had not connected with any other ecclesiastical body, and of course would
fall to our new Osage Presbytery. I thought I had caught sight of a
quorum, and so posted off on a ride of forty miles to bring it in. I found
Bro. Requa, and what was better, found him loyal to his country and his
chureh, but eircumstances were such that he could not attend the meeting
of Presbytery., Thus our quorum faded into the future, like the ministers
we were to have in Southwest Missouri. I got a kind welcome, however,
and a promise, and with that started on a ride of fifty miles to Salem—
Salem is the name of a church, not a town. Had the same company as
heretofore, viz., rain and mud, to which was added before reaching Salem
Mr. Ague for myself and Mr. Weariness for my horse. At Salem I in-
quired for Osage Presbytery. No one knew anything about it. Rode six
miles into the country, found an elder, but he knew nothing of the meet-
ing but at last remembered that Bro. Messmer had said something about
a meeting of Presbytery this spring, but had forgotten both the time and
place of meeting. After supper and a little rest for myself and horse, I
rode two miles to the church. I found the old meeting house deserted, the
doors ajar, the storm beating in, and the plastering gone. I waited here
two long hours in the cold and darkness with no company but a little bird
that had made its home in the deserted house, and my old friend, the ague.
I will not attempt to deseribe my feelings and thoughts during those two
nours. Suffice it to say I had made up my mind to advertise for the re-
mains of the Osage Presbytery, desiring to be present at its burial, as I
wag present at its birth one year before. With this solemn resolve full in
mind, I was about to mount my horse and seek my lodgings, when the
sound of voices approaching through the darkness brought me to a hali,
and soon I had the pleasure of seeing Bro. Taylor, Bro. Halbert, a licen-
tiate, and Bro. Perry, elder from Warsaw. Of course we could do nothing
but talk a little and adjourn. We spent the Sabbath with the good people
of Salem, preaching to them and administering the sacrament. On Sabbath
we had a full house and very good attention. The result of our meetin,
at Salem is that the church seems very much revived and encouraged, an
a call to our licentiate, E. M. Halbert, to settle with them. This he ex-
pects to do with a promise of great usefulness. Bro. Halbert is doing
finely. He is to preach at Salem (Calhoun is his postoffice), Warsaw and
two outstations. We are to have a called meeting of Presbytery at Butler,
the county seat of Bates County, on Friday, May 3d, to continue over
Sabbtath. Bro. 8. G. Olark has recently organized a church at Butler. I
hope we shall have the pleasure of seeing Bro. Norton and that other
brother who has been so long on the way to Southwest Missouri.

With some difficulty a quorum was finally obtained on the
second day of the called meeting at.Butler, viz., Saturday, May
4th, 1867. - "

But the regular meeting at Cave Springs, October 10th, was
not so successful.’ Presbytery adjourned from day to day until
finally, Saturday, October 12th, they decided to nroceed without
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a quorum subject to the approval of Synod. A quorum was then
obtained by the ordination of E. M. Halbert, after which L. J.
Matthews was licensed. The Secretary of the Presbyterian Com-
mittee of Home Missions, Rev. A. T. Norton, was present at this
meeting of Presbytery, and, though not a member of the body,
seems to have offered most of the resolutions.

The following resolutions are worthy of note:

(1) That the subject of reunion with the other branch calls
for no Presbyterial action at the present time, yet we would not
withhold our earnest, prayerful desire that the great event may
be consummated substantially on the basis set forth by the joint
committee of the two assemblies.

(2) That we approve of the decision of the General Assem-
bly to raise $250,000 for the cause of home missions the present
year, and though we are emphatically a Missionary Presbytery,
all of our churches receiving aid from the ome Mission Treas-
ury, and reporting to the last Assembly only 113 members, yet
we pledge ourselves to make an honest and earnest effort to raise
for this cause the present year at least $200, which will be our
portion of the $250,000.”’

‘Where is the Missouri Presbytery today that would have
the temerity to pledge itself ‘‘to make an honest and earnest
effort to raise for this cause’’ a fraction less than $1.77 per
communicant? :

From this date the growth of the Presbytery was more
marked in the northern part. Churches were organized or reor-
ganized there rapidly, and thus the logic of events paved the
way for that part of the Presbytery to retain the name and the
succession, while its churches in the southern part were to bo
transferred to the Ozark Presbytery. This order was reversed in
the old school work. The burning question of the hour was the
reunion of the two branches of the churech. The Preshyteries of
Osage and Southwest Missouri never lost an opportunity to vote
heartily in favor of that proposition. By special invitation the
Presbytery of Southwest Missouri met with the Presbytery of
Osage in the Mount Zion Church August, 1869.

The new house of worship had just been completed and was
dedicated at this session of Presbytery with a sermon by Dr.
Timothy Hill. Text, ‘‘The Church of God.”” (Aets, 20:28.) The
dedicatory services were held Sunday, August 22d.

The opening sermon of the Presbytery was preached Aungust
19th by Rev. B. F. Powelson, retiring Moderator of the Preshy-
tery of Southwest Missouri. The new building, with its two
stories, was admirably adapted to accommodate the sessions of
the two bodies. Devotional exercises and popular meetings were
held jointly, whilst the business of the respective hodies was
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transacted in separate sessions. The spirit of unity that pre-
vailed was like that precious ointment that ran down Aaron’s
beard. The members of the one body were invited to sit as cor-
responding members of the other and joint committees deliber-
ated on questions of interest to both bodies. It was decided to
hold another joint session at the time of the annual meeting—
the spring meeting was then called the annual meeting and the
autumn meeting was called the semi-annual meeting. The
Presbytery of Southwest Missouri was requested to name the
place for the meeting and that body selected the Deepwater
Church. Accordingly, on the 14th of April, 1870, Presbytery
convened at Germantown in the Deepwater Church, and was
opened with a sermon by the retiring Moderator of the Presby-
tery of Southwest Missouri, William R. Fulton. The same spirit
of harmony prevailed in the deliberations of these joint sessions
as had been the delight of both at Cave Springs. It appears
that at this time Presbytery had standing committees on (1)
Home Missions, (2) Education for the Ministry, (3) Publication,
(4) Church Erection. This was the last meeting of the second
Presbytery of Osage. I find no mention in its annals of the sub-
jeet of temperance. It appears to have had no case of discipline
or no occasion for a judicial committee. Nor does it appear to
have had a Committee on Foreign Missions. Of its thirteen
churches the new Presbytery of Osage got eight and the Pres-
bytery of Ozark five, viz: Mount Zion, Prairie Grove, i. e.,
Springfield, now Bellview ; White Rock, Licking and Peace Val-
ley. Three of these have ‘‘fallen on sleep.’”’” The membership of
the five churches at the time of the reunion was only 100.

PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURIL

In 1865 the following overture was sent to the Old School
Agsembly:

‘‘Whereas, owing to the ravages of war in Southwestern Missouri and
the difficulties of securing a meeting of the Presbytery of Lafayette this
Assembly direct:

First—That the following ministers residing within the limits of said
Presbytery, viz: Wm. R. Fulton, of the Presbytery of Upper Missouri;
‘Wm. J. Wright (U. 8. Chaplain of Hospital, Springfield, Mo.), of the Pres-
bytery of New Brunswick, N. J., and John McFarland, of said Presbytery
of Lafayette, together with all the churches south of the Osage River, and
formerly belonging to said Presbytery of Lafayette, be constituted a Pres-
bytery under the name of the Presbytery of Southwest Missouri; and that
John Qiffen, a licentiate of the Presbytery of Chicago and residing within
said bounds be attached thereto. y

Second—That said Presbytery shall meet in the city of Springfield on
the third Thursday in June K 1865, or as soon thereafter as practicable, and
the meeting shall be opened by the oldest minister present.
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Third—That said Presbytery shall be attached to the Synod of Mis-
sourl.

The prayer of this petition was granted with the exception
that the Presbytery was to be attached to the Synod of Upper
Missouri, and John McFarland was designated to preach the
sermon and constitute the Presbytery.

At the time appointed the program as outlined was carried
out. The three ministers and the one licentiate were present,
and Elders James Mitchell, of Ebenezer Church, and George
Lee, of Calvary, were enrolled. The following day Elder John
A. Strain was enrolled.

The roll of ehurches consisted of Calvary, Ebenezer, Mount
Vernon (later changed to Ozark Prairie), and Bolivar. This roll
was rapidly enlarged by the resuscitation of churches thai were
practically disbanded. as well as by the orzanization of new
churches. Some of these churches were erected on the ruins of
former New Schoo! churches. But while the new Osage Preshy-
tery directed its energies to the southeastern part of our terri-
tory and to the territory north of us the Presbytery of Southwest
Missouri labored more largely in the western part and opened
up that territory that has since become famous as the mining
region of Southwest Missouri.  Hence, while the New School
Preshytery of Osage bequeatheed to the Presbytery of Ozark at
its organization four ministers and five chwrehes, with about
one hundred communicants, the Presbtery of Southwest Mis-
souri bequeathed it six ministers, thirteen churches and nearly
450 communicants. During the five vears of the ecistence of
this Presbytery it ordained four ministers, as follows: John
Giffen, June 24, 1865; S. M. Irwin, November 25, 1866; I3. I,
Powelson, September 5, 1868, and Austin Elliott, April 16, 1570,
The enviable distinction belongs to this Presbytery of having
.required of every candidate for ordination the full examination
prescribed in the form of government.

John Giffen was elected Stated Clerk and on his dismssion
from the Presbytery Rev. James A. Paige was elected to fill
the vacancy. In 1866 the boundaries of the Preshytery were ex-
tended, as the following entry of November 24th will show:

‘‘The action of Synod extending the boundaries of the Presbhytery of
Southwest Missouri so as to include the counties of Henry and Bates, and
attaching to the same Rev. Dr. A. Jones and Rev. J. A. Paige, was officially
announced to Presbytery by the latter as Stated Clerk of the Synod of
Missouri. This territory of the Southwest Missouri Preshytery was trans-
ferred to the Presbytery of Osage at the reunion of 1870.”’

The general conditions in the bounds of the Presbytery snd
its opsition on the subject of the reunion of the old and new
school churches have been sufficiently stated in the sketeh of the
Presbytery of Osage.
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CHAPTER IIL

OZARK PRESBYTERY 1870-1907.

The Synod of Missouri, assembled by ordar of f}eneral As-
sembly, in the city of St. Louis July 7th, 1870, passed an enasling
act which in as far as it relates to this Presb_vl:=|'y is as follows:

¢¢‘The Presbytery of Ozark is hereby erected to consist of the minis-
ters and churches in the counties of Vernon, Barton, Jasper, Newton, Me-
Donald, Barry, Lawrence, Dade, Cedar, Hickory, Polk Greene, Christian,
Stone, Ta.ney, ‘Webster, Dallas, Camden, Laclede, Wright, Douglas, Howell,
Texas, Pulaski and Ozark. It shall meet at the church at Greenfeld on
the 29th day of September, 1870, at 7:30 p. m., Rev. J. McFarland to
preside, or in his absence, the oldest minister present, to preside until-
a Moderator is chosen. And, furthermore, this Presbytery of Ozark is
hereby declared to be the proper and legal sueessor of the Presbytery of
Southwest Missouri, and as such is entitled to all the right, franchises and
possessions, and liable for the performance of all the duties of that Pres-
bytery. The following ministers and churches are included in the Presby-
tery of Osage as constituted by this act: Ministers—John McFarland, W.
R. Fulton, James A. Paige, J. .W. Pinkerton, John M. Brown, Albert G.
Taylor, Enos M. Halbert L. J. Matthews, — Elliott—9. Churches—Boli-
var, Urbana, Ebenezer, Mount Vernon, Avilla, Calvary, Panther Creek,
Carthage, Neosho, Springfield, Peace Valley, Licking White Rock, Houston,
Lamar, Mount Zion—16.’?

A printed ecopy of this enabling act is posted in the Records
of Ozark Presbytery, Book A. I have copied the above as it is
printed mindful of the fact that the word ‘‘Usage’ as given
above is a misprint for ‘‘Ozark.”” On the dash before the name
“Elliott’’ some eclerk has written the name ‘‘Austin,’”’ and
after the number 9 has inserted ‘‘J. Howard Nixon.”” The clerk
was correct in these additions to the printed enabling act. The
Elliott referred to was Rev. Austin Elliott, and as Dr. Nixon
was then a member of the Presbytery of Sout"lwcst Missonri his
name should have been included in the enabling act. Of ihese
ten ministers, Revs. John McFarland, W. R. Fulton, James A.
Paige, J. W. Pinkerton, Austin 'W. Elliott ani J. Howard Nixon
belonged to the Old School Presbytery of Southwest Missouri,
whilst John M. Brown, Albert G. Taylor, Enos M. Ilalbert snd
L. J. Matthews belonged to the New School Presbytery of Osage.
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In accordance with the instructions of Synod, the newly erected
Presbytery of Ozark was convened in Greenfield September 29th-
October 1st, 1870. By request Rev. James A. Paige, of Calvary
Church, preached the opcning sermon, text Colossians 1:28, af-
ter which the appointee of Synod, Rev. John McFarland, con-
stituted Presbytery with prayer. Mr. McFarland was elected
Moderator and Rev. Enos M. Halbert Temporary Clerk. Later in
the proceedings Rev. James A. Paige was elected the first Stated
Clerk of the Presbytery. To the ten ministers mentioned above
the roll adds the name of W. H. Downing. It appears that Mr.
Downing was received by letter from the Presbytery of Catawba
the second day of this first session of the Presbytery.

Instead of the sixteen churches of the enabling ael, the
minutes of the Presbytery mention twenty-five. Ninecteen of
these are written in ink and the rest in pencil, hut manifestly by
the same hand, though probably at a later date. These investi-
gations have left two impressions on my mind—first a little less
impatience with the higher critics, then a decper conviction of
the importance of clearness in the matter of church records. By
putting the two lists in parallel columns I shall endeavor to har-
monize them and to account for the additions and changes:

LIST IN ENABLING ACT. LIST IN MINUTES OF PRESNBY-
TERY.

1—Bolivar .....ccoeeeee Polk County 1—Bolivar. (Written in peneil;
ordered stricken from roll of
Southwest Missouri Preshy-
tery April 14, 1870, but con-
tinued on enabling act. Re-
ported as organized in min-
utes of March 31, 1871.)

2—TUrbana......cccocue.-.- Dallas County | 2—TUrbana.
3—Ebenezer............. Greene County 3—Ebenezer.

4—Mt. Vernan.....Lawrence County | 4—Ozark Prairie. (Name changed
from Mt. Vernon at first
meeting of Preshytery. Ree-

ord A, p. 61.)
5—Avilla........en....... Jasper County | 5—Avilla.
6—Calvary..........e.e.. Greene County | 6—Calvary.

T—Panther Creek...Laclede County | 7—Conway. (Changed from Pan-
ther Creek. Record A, p. 59.)

8-—Carthage ............... Jasper County | 8—Carthage.
9—Neosho................ Newton County | 9—Neosho.

10—Springfield. (Later called Bell- | 10—Springfield. (Later called Bell-
VieW) ocnrnneee Greene County view.)
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11—Peace Valley......Howell County | 11—Peace Valley.

12—Licking....... Texas County | 12—Licking.

13—White Rock........... Texas County | 13—White Rock.

1+—Houston. (Not in minutes
........................... Texas County

15—Lamar. (Not in first min. : (Evidently nearly extinet, but
utes and mnot on roll of in existence, as McFarland,
Presbytery anwhere.) Fulton and Pinkerton were
......................... Barton County appointed Mareh 2, 1871, to

visit. Record A, p. 65. Re-

ported nothing encouraging.

Record A, p. 70.)

16—Mt. Ziom......... ... Greene County | 14—Mt. Zion.

15—Little Osage, Vernon County.
(The framers of the enabling
act evidently thought this
church in another county and
assigned it to Osage Presby-
tery, but the first roll of
Ozark includes it, and it is
given in the list of churches
not represented Oect. 6th. Ree-
ord A, p. 69.)

16—Bethel. (Probably omitted from
enabling act because another
church of the same name was
assigned to Osage Presby-
tery. That Bethel was in Cass
County. This one in Polk
County, mnesr Strairs’ Mill,
and belonged to the Presby-
tery of Southwest Missouri.)

17—Locsut Grove. (Belonged to
Presbytery of Southwest Mis-
souri; located at Diamond
Grove Prairie, in Newton
County. Afterwards ecalled
Westminster. Now extinet.)

18—Minersville. |Belonged to Pres-
bytery of Southwest Missouri.
Located in Jasper County.
Afterwards dissolved.)

19—Granby, in Newton County.
(Nearly extinet at the time,
as a committee was appointed
Oct. 1, 1870, to ‘‘see to the
protection or sale of proper-
ty.?? Belonged to Presby-
tery of Southwest Misouri.)

20—Nevada. (Same as note in this
column about Lamar Chureh.
Cf. Records A, pp. 65-70. En-
rolled Sevt. 14, 1872; organ-
ized by Rev. W. R. Fulton.
Record A, pp. 84-95.) Vernon
County.
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21—Pierce City. (Not orgunize:d
until Jan. 22, 1871, therefore
does mnot belong on original
roll.) Lawrence County.

22—Vorona. (Organized March 26,
1871. N. B.—Note on Pierce
City.) Lawrenece Gounty.

23—Logan. (Organized March, 1871.
See ahove.) Lawrence Coun-

ty.

24—Buffalo. (No date of organiza-
tion, but enrolled same as
Nos. 21-23, i. e., Mareh 31,
1871.) Dallas County.

25—Mountain Grove. (Same note
as Buffalo applies.) Wright
County.

From these notes it will be seen that three of the churches
mentioned in the enabling act, Bolivar, Houston and Lamar, were
extinet when Presbytery convened. By dropping these and the
churches added to the roll later we get the actual roll of the
Presbytery at its organization, as follows:

A. Churches in the enaabling act and in the first minutes:

NAME. AFFILIATION. PRESENT STATUS.
1—Urbana ...coccccceeeeas Old 8ehool ... United with Buffalo.
2—FEbenezer ................ 0ld School ..o On present roll.
3—Mount Vernon ....... (0) TRRNT0) TiTe) — Now Ozark Prairie.
4—Avilla ... -.0ld School ... ... Now White Oak.
5—Calvary.................... Old Sechool .. ...On present roll.
6—Panther Creek ...0ld School ... ... Now Clonway.
T—Carthage ... 0ld Sechool ... ....ooeene. On present roll.
8—Neosho ... .. ceeee. Old School On present roll.
9—Springfield ... Now Bellview.

10—Peace Valley.... ......... New School Dropped probably in fa-

vor of West Plains.

11—Licking ..................... New School ........... ccc..... Dissolved.

12—White Rock ........... New School ....... .. ocenuee. Dissolved.

13—Mount Zion.............. New Sehool .. .eeeceeceenncee On present roll.

B. Churches in minutes, but not in enabling act:

14—Bethel......ccococevermcnnncns Ol School ......coeeeeeennene Dissolved.
i5—Locust Grove ......... 0Old 8chool v .. Dissolved.
16—Minersville............. ... Old Sechool ... .coeeees e Daasolved.
17—Granhy ... Dissolved.

18—Little Osage ........ ... Old School ....oeeerlcrccnnens Dissolved,
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Thus it will be seen that of these eighteen churches ten are
still on our role, five by the same, three with different names
and two by union with other churches of later organization.

The territory assigned to Ozark Presbytery in the enabling
act embraced twenty-five counties in Southwest Missouri. Pu-
laski County has since been transferred to the Presbytery of St.
Louis, Vernon County and a portion of the northwest corner of
Cedar County and that part of Camden County lying north of
the Osage River to Kansas City Presbytery. Meantime a large
portion of the State of Arkansas has been added to our domain.
At the semi-centennial of the Ebenezer Church in 1892 Rev. W.
S. Knight, D. D., said:

‘‘The territory embraced in the bounds of our Presbytery includes
twenty-four counties in this southwest part of the State (N. B.—This em-
braces Pulaski County, but not Vernon), and has a geographical area of
about 16,000 square miles, or just about one-quarter of the entire State.
To gain an idea of what such an area embraces, it will help us to consider
that you could put the States of Massachusetts and New Jersey inside of
our bounds. And surely this vast rich territory would support ali the
population of the older States, and you would then have, instead of the
415,000 we now have, more than three and a quarter millions, with its great
cities like Boston, Worcester, Lowell, Cambridge, Newark, Jersey City,
Patterson; its great institutions, such as Princeton, Harvard (1636), Am-
herst, Williams, Wellesley, Mount Holyoke; its great names, the Adamses,
‘Webster, Choate, Sumner, Everett, Philips, in national affairs; Morse and
Agassiz, in science; its historians, Baneroft, Prescott and Motley; in letters
Dana, Longfellow, Whittier, Lowell, Hawthorne and numerous others. But
whose history runs through more than two and a half centuries, and while
this territory was an unknown wilderness. Think of the wonderful possi-
bilities that lie open to those who are living and shall live within the
bounds of this Presbytery. With a fertile soil that is so productive in:
grain and fruit, and genial climate between the rigorous winters of the
North and the hot, sultry climate of the South; with its vast stores of
wealth that are proved to be under the soil, and that are already attracting
the attention of people from all parts of the land; what will those who
ghall celebrate the centennial. of this church see in this very territory of
which we are now speaking? Verily, the lines are fallen unto us in pleas-
ant places and we have a goodly heritage, in common with all who are
laboring for the moral and material upbuilding of this fair domain. But
now let us look at it as a Presbyterian heritage. And in this the history
practically covers but a little over twenty-five years. I find after the scat-
tered forces had reorganized that all numbered in 1866 only four ministers,
seven churches and 163 members, with forty in Sunday school, which in-
creased up to the time I entered the Presbytery, just seventeen years
ago, to thirteen ministers, twenty-eight churches, 895 members, 505 in Sun-
day school. At that time there was but one self-sustaining church in the
Presbytery, that of Calvary, and there had been but four installed pastors,
the first of whom was Rev. W. R. Fulton, pastor of this church. Now there
are five installed pastors and five self-sustaining churches.’’

It will be seen that in this address Dr. Knight goes back to
the organization of the Presbytery of Southwest Missouri. Else-
where in the address he says that of the four ministers ‘‘two were
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the Rev. W. R. Fulton and John McFarland, whose homes were
in Greenfield. At that time your church of Ebenezer was the
largest in the Presbytery, numbering 40.”

It is worthy of note that as late as 1892 we only had five
installed pastors and five self-sustaining churches.

FIRST DECADE—1870-1879.

The Old School Presbytery of Southwest Missouri reported
in 1870 seven members, thirteen churches and 450 mewmbers, or
omitting that part of the Presbtery that fell to Osage, six minis-
ters, twelve churches and 432 members. Osage Preshytery New
School reported seven ministers, thirteen churches and 290 mem-
bers. Of these, four ministers, five churches and 100 members
were in the territory assigned to Ozark Presbytery, or a com-
bined force of ten ministers, sixteen churches and 532 members.
The first report of the reunited church shows eleven ministers,
twenty-four churches and 630 members. Certainly a small force
for so large a heritage.

A GLANCE AT THE WORKING - -FORCE.

Adding to those enrolled at the organization of the Presby-
tery the names of the ministers received during the decade, we
find a total enrollment of thirty-six ministers. Of these one was
received on what proved to be fraudulent papers and his recep-
tion was afterward declared to be null and void. Another was
invited to sit as a corresponding member and his name appears
on the roll of the Presbytery and in the Assembly minutes of
1873. But there is no record of his reception or his dismissal by
Presbytery. It is probable that he supplied one of our churches
for a few months and that his name was put on the roll through
mistake. This leaves us a ministerial roll of thirty-four. Five of
these, Revs. W. R. Fulton, A. W. Eliott, A. G. Taylor, Enos M.
Halbert and L. J. Matthews, were on the roll the whole period;
but only W. R. Fulton and Enos M. Halbert were in the active
work the full time.

In boyhood or manhood I have had a personal acquaintance
with eleven of these ministers enrolled in the first decade, and
h:};re had special opportunities to know by reputation several
others.

John McFarland was bowed with the weight of years and
-arduous toil when Ozark Presbytery was organized, and be it
said to the honor of this Presbytery that its first recommendation
to the Assemblys Board of Relief April 12th, 1872, reads: “‘The
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Committee on Relief were directed to apply to the Committee on
Relief Fund of Disabled Ministers for $300, or more if necessary,
for the relief of Rev. John McFarland.”

James A. Paige, the last Stated Clerk of Southwest Missouri
Presbytery and the first of Ozark, only remained one year after
the organization. And J. Howard Nixon’s stay was likewise
brief. James Junius Marks was received just at the close of the
decade, and therefore his work belongs to a later period. Elimi-
nating these four, the ministers who had the most to do in shap-
ing the destinies of the Presbytery in this formative period were
‘William R. Fulton, J. M. Brown, W. L. Miller, Cyrus H. Dunlap,
‘Wmnm. S. Knight, David L. Lander and Thomas H. Allin.

For nearly nineteen years William R. Fulton served the
Ebenezer Church. From that church you go down a little valley
and up to the top. of a green hill, and there lie his earthly remains
awaiting the judgment morn. His was the longest pastorate in
our bounds, followed by W. S. Knight’s eighteen years in the
first church of Carthage as a close second and R. W. Ely’s fifteen
years at Neosho as a close third. When I first saw Greenfield
twenty years after his death the atmosphere of the place still
emitted the fragrance of his godly life. And old settlers still
remember him as a man of God who went in and out among them.
At the semi-centennial of that church it was said that seven of
the sons of Ebenezer were in the Christian ministry. I think
there has not one entered since unless he was then in prepara-
tion. Who but the Omniscient One knows the part John McFar-
land and William R. Fulton had in turning those seven men from
that church into the ministry? A child christened with the name
of Pulton as a first name still serves that church as a ruling
elder. He served the Presbytery of Ozark for seven years as
Stated Clerk, and organized, either alone or as chairman of a
committee, the following churches: Carthage. Avilla, Locust
Grove, Stockton, Nevada. :

John M. Brown was elected the first Presbyterial missionary
on g salary of $1,000 per annum, to be paid by the Home.Board.
That was in October, 1873. In his history of Kansas City Pres-
bytery, Dr. John B. H111 calls John M. Brown the prineipal or-
ganizer of Osage Presbytery (p. 110), and in another place says:
““The man who at the close of the Civil War was sent by District
Secretary Norton to be one of the reorganizers of Osage was Rev.
John M. Brown. * * * He did more than any other one man
of the field work resulting in the re-establishment of our church
in the Presbyteries of Osage and Ozark.’’

He was the first Chairman of Home Missions in this Presby-
tery. In my boyhood days Willis L. Miller—1laid aside from the
active duties of the ministry at that time by reason of ill health
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—boarded in my father’s family for some months. I recall him
as a man of nervous energy and intelligence. On one occasion
he went with my older sisters and myself in quest of wild straw-
berries. A barefooted boy and the youngest of the company, I
made slow progress among the rocks and briars, and lagged
behind until the others were out of sight—hiding, as it after-
wards proved. Two sensations were indelibly stamped upon my
memory—the awfulness of being lost, which gave me my first
impression of what hell must be like; and then, when I was
found, the meanness of that preacher and my sisters for playing
the prank on me! Yes, and I remember the flavor of those wild
strawberries. That old sage must have been thinking of some
such berries as grew in the unplowed hills of Southwest Missouri
when he said: ‘“‘Doubtless the Almighty might have made a
better berry than the strawberry, but doubtless he mever did.”’
Shortly after this Mr. Miller ‘‘put on the harness’ and the rec-
ords of Ozark Presbytery bear cloquent testimony to the correct-
ness of my boyhood impressions of his zeal, earnestness and ef-
ficieney. Cyrus H. Dunlap, the second Chairman of Home Mis-
sions, served the Calvary Church over eight years. William S.
Knight led the church of Carthage out of the slough of despond
and the wilderness of debt, became the first Chairman of For-
eign Missions and the virtual founder of the Carthage Collegiate
Institute; and Donald K. Campbell served the church of Joplin
in the days of small things and planted Presbyterianism in Webb
City. Of these we shall hear more anon. It remains for me to
speak of David L. Lander and Thomas H. Allin. These were the
sons of the Presbytery in a particular sense in that her hands
were laid on their heads in licensure and ordination. The Pres-
bytery inherited from the Preshytery of Southwest Missouri a
commendable carefulness in the reception and the ordination of
ministers,the lack of which carefulness will, T think, -explain
many of the weaknesses of her history in later years. In all the
annals of the Southwest Missouri Presbhytery I find no instance
when a man was ordained by lowering the standard of examina-
tions required in the book. For ten years at least the Presbytery
of Ozark treasured the spirit of this inheritance, if not the letter.
For a year and a half a certain brother knocked at her doors for
admission. For some years his name had not been on the roll of
the Presbytery to which he last belonged. Through correspond-
ence it was ascertained that said Presbytery interposed mo ob-
jections to his aceceptance by Ozark Preshytery. He had lived
in our bounds for several years. But the committee’s report,
which was adopted by Presbytery, states:

‘‘He is not ineapacitated for the active lahors of the ministry, shall
we receive him? Your committee recommend that we do not receive him
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at present. He had practically withdrawn from the ministry. He was en-
gaged in secular business when he made this application and has so con-
sinued to be since. We know ne ground for charges against him as a
Christian. He is teaching in the Sabbath School and doing good as a lay-
man; but we believe this Presbytery can not clothe him again with the
character of a Christian minister without secularizing this sacred office.’’

In this period it appears that only two men from non-Pres-
byterian bodies sought admission to the Presbytery. The one.
a Methodist, was received, but his reception was afterwards
declared null and void, as previously stated: the other, a Baptist
minister, was permitted to labor in our bounds, was twice exam-
ined, but his examinations were not sustained.

Presbytery ordained but four men in these ten years. The
first was Squire Glasscock and the last was W. A. Cravens. Of
the others I shall speak more at length. ‘

David L. Lander was a student for the ministry in Center
College, but owing to ill health left the college and abandoned
the idea of entering the ministry. Coming to Neosho, he taught
in the public schools, where after three months’ service he was
elected principal. On uniting with the church he was immedi-
ately elected an elder, and in that capacity served the church as
a representative in Presbytery, as superintendent and Bible class
teacher in the Sabbath school. Rev. John M. Brown laid hands
on the young man and started him in the study of theology. Sub-
sequently, while teaching in the Indian Territory, he ‘‘exercised
his gifts.”” From his secular labors there he was called to preach
by the Neosho Church, and served that and the neighboring
churches of Granby and Westminster from April, ’75, to April,
’79. For a little over a year he was Stated Clerk of this Pres-
bytery. And the records he kept are written in a hand beautiful
and plain. Incidentally it might be noted that the same cannot
be said of some earlier and later S. Cs. In later life Mr. Lander
has served three other Presbyteries in a similar capacity. When
just budding into young manhood I thought him an exception-
ally good preacher. Of Thomas H. Allin I have precious mem-
ories. In Hill’s ‘‘Presbytery of Kansas City” (p. 306) is this
record:

SALEM (PETTIS COUNTY).

This church is located five miles northwest of Lamonte and seven and
one-half miles northeast of Knob Noster. September 15, 1880, in connec-
tion with & request for the dissolution of the church at LaMonte the Rev.
T. H. Allin requested leave to organize a church at this point. Rev. J. W.
Allen, Synodical Missionary, together with T. H. Allin, D. L. Lander and
Elders 8. T. Mahin and P. Stringfield were appointed a committee to or-
ganize. The next spring the committee reported: ¢‘Our chairman failed
to report in person at the appointed time; the remaining members of the
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committee proceeded with the work as best they could. Preparatory ser-
vices were held during the second week in October, the gospel being preach-
ed each evening. On Sabbath morning, Oct. 10, after services, twenty-five
persons were organized into a churech according to the Presbyterian Con-
fession of Faith and Form of Government. Fourteen of these presented
letters from other churches and eleven were added on examination. Two
elders, P. Stringfield and L. A. Byers, were elected and installed.’’

I was one of those eleven, and including a cousin of mine,
who lived with us, and my married sister, if I am not mistaken,
one family constituted nine of the twenty-five. Ours was a large
family—with hired help—in those days always from eleven up.
Yet there was always room for the minister. Mr. Allin, his wife
and his son frequently stayed with us. He belonged to that old
type of Presbyterian preachers—prevailingly eclerical in attire
and dignified in bearing. You had to give them about three-
quarters of an hour’s notice for breakfast. Owing to the crowded
conditions of our house, my younger brother often slept on a
pallet in the ‘‘Prophet’s Chamber.”” The celerity with which
the barefooted boy—mnow clerk of the session of Ebenezer Church
—donned his apparel was a theme of constant remark and amaze-
ment for the clergyman. The tall, erect and dignified man, past
sixty, could not realize that the boy slept in his shirt and only
needed to run his legs in his trousers, throw a suspender over each
shoulder, and as his hands came down button about three buttons
on his trousers and then was ready for the day! This incident
is a parable which, being interpreted, means: Preacher notice
and know the boy.

But to resume. In the early seventies L. H. Allin was a law-
yer and an elder in the Salem Church, Jasper County. In the
Presbyterial records of Mareh, 1876, is this minute:

‘“Whereas, the large field of Rev. W. L. Miller for the last two ycars
has made it impossible for him to cultivate it alone; and, whereas, Mr.
Thomas H. Allin, an elder of Salem Church, has for two years heen assist-
ing his minister, visiting the people and filling many of the regular appoint-
ments, bearing his own expenses and receiving no compensation therefor;
and, whercas, abundant and satisfactory testimony to the value of these
lubors has been presented by Rev. W. L. Miller and the elders of these
churches; and, whereas, the Board of Home Missions is unable to commis-
sion another minister so that field may be divided; therefore, resolved, that
Preshytery do hereby gratefully recognize the value of the labors of Klder
Thomas H. Allin, approve of his work and request him to continue therein
until the next meeting of Presbytery.’’

Mr. Miller’s. field at that time covered a good part of North-
ern Jasper and Lawrence Counties, but he and the Preshytery
seemed imbued with the idea that it needed ‘‘cultivation’’ as
well as preaching. So Mr. Miller set apart Mr. Allin as a kind of
‘““local evangelist”” two years before Presbytery took action
thereon, and the Presbytery set him apart for the funetions of
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this office long before the Form of Government recognized the
office. Six months later Mr. Allin was licensed and another six
months brought his ordination.

I have dwelt at length on these exceptional cases for a pur-
pose. They were clearly exceptional in the sense that ‘the
fathers’’ used the term. There came a time when the Presbytery
seemed inclined to regard almost any man who lacked educa-
tional qualifications, but wanted to preach, as an exceptional
case. To the lack of care in the reception of candidates and min-
isters I attribute much of the weakness of the Presbytery. And
when I am gone, if remembered at all, I want to be remembered
as one who had an humble part in bringing the Presbytery back
to better traditions of a former day, and who believed that our
smaller churches, that have and will fill the ranks of the minis-
try and the rolls of the larger churches, need strong men of God
to eultivate and preach for them, and that because they furnish
the bone and sinew of the church at large, the church at large
ought to ustain them. Starting with eleven ministers, enrolling
a total of thirty-four, and closing the decade with nineteen, the
Presbytery averaged 14 1-10 per annum. Not all of these were in
active work. Several were bowed with the infirmities of age and
were honorably retired.

GROWTH AND HINDRANCES.

The first report after the reunion gave the strength of the
Presbytery as follows 1871 A. D.: Eleven ministers, 1 licentiate,
1 candidate, 24 churches, 76 added on examination, 92 by letter.
630 communicants. For 1880 the statisties are: Nineteen min-
isters, 1 licentiate, 7 candidates, 34 churches, 83 added on exam-
matmn 67 by eertlﬁcate total, 1,137.. In his address at the
Ebenezer semi-centennial Dr Kmnrht spoke of the growth of the
Presbytery as follows: ‘‘The increase in membership from 1870
to 1880 was 152 per cent as compared with 46 1-3 in population,
and from 1880 to 1890 77 per cent as against 43.”” In this com-
parison, however, I think Dr. Knight used only the statistics of
the Old School churches. As shown above, there were 532 mem-
bers in the churches assigned to Ozark Presbytery at the time of
the reunion. This would make a growth from 1870 to 1880 of
113 96-118 per cent. If one is inclined to a less optimistic glance,
he can readily find that though we increased relatively faster than
the population, other demonstrations outstripped us by far In-
deed, the growth of the Presbytery was slow. Like the * good‘
Indians,’’” the Presbyterian element died or moved away during
““‘Missouri’s Memorable Decade.”’” The churches were small and
many of them chronically vacant. At the close of this pericd
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Calvary was the only self-sustaining church, whilst Carthage
reported a membership of 115. When this Presbytery was or-
ganized Webb City was not on the map and all Jasper County
had a population less than that thriving city now claims. Greene,
the most populous county in our bounds, had less than two-
thirds of what her metropolis now claims, and even in 1880 all
the people of Jasper County could have lived in the houses of
the present Joplin, and strangers would have found plenty of
“‘houses to let.”” W. J. Hayden says he organized the first Sun-
day school in Joplin a little over thirty-five years ago, and he
claims that at that time there was only one brick building in the
place and that the mining industry was just beginning to attract
attention. Not then had the fame of the ‘‘Land of the Big Red Ap-
ple’’ been sounded afar, and no powerful express companies
placed the fresh grown, luscious strawberries, kissed by the dews
and with.cheeks blushed by the sunshine of the Ozarks, on the
table of artisan and millionaire in St. Louis, Chicago and New
York. With its rocks and its hills it was largely an agricultural
and stock-raising country, and c¢hinch bugs or other pests were so
numerous that this Presbytery took notice of the distressed condi-
tion of the farming community. And let it be borne in mind that
the strong men whom I have mentioned were not all laboring
here at once.

Frequent attention is called to the great scarcity of minis-
ters, and often the only kind that could be obtained were men
who thought their mission fulfilled when they had filled their
Sunday appointments. They expected to be nourished rather
than to nourish the churches. The Presbytery of OQzark has had
more than its share of this type. A country elder deseribed one
of them who came to us in later years in this way: ‘‘Ile preaches
well enough, but when you sot him down he’s there until you
‘come back after him.”” We talk of ministers being underpaid,
and so they are, but the minister who does not work as hard as
the farmer or the mechanie is overpaid. A truck garden highly
cultivated may yield its possessor as mueh revenue as a farm
with scant eultivation. In the spiritual realm if the large church
or field is not well cultivated it looks for another eultivator. Too
often the small field must look for enrichment to a larger crant
from the hoard.

It must be confessed, too, that while the Preshyterian Chureh
has always been known for strength and stability she has not
always been remarkable for adaptability. In this respeet she iy
hetter equipped today than a generation ago. With the strength
and stability of the fathers and the adaptabhility of the sons, we
are now ready to move forward with accelerated pace. But the
shorteomings in adaptability and the very stability and standards
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of excellence made the church a target for others. Then, too,
the ministers of the Presbytery were compelled to exhaust much
of their strength in efforts to supply the vacant churches and to
relieve their own charges of the burdens of debt. Some of the
strongest churches now on our roll were mildly censured for not
fulfilling promises to liquidate these debts, and the heroic efforts
of such churches as Salem, Ozark Prairie and Mount Zion were
held up as worthy of emulation. Ministers were appointed to
preach at the many vacant churches during the interims of Pres-
byteries, and even the pastor of Calvary was appointed to preach
at Ash Grove once a month for six months, and what is more to
the point he reported fidelity to the trust with the exception that
he failed to do so in August. The Committee on Church Erection
submitted the following tabulated statement in April, 1874:

Name of Church Elected Cost Remarks
Ebenezer ... e e 1852 $3,000

Calvary 1856 3.300

Mount Zion 1867 3.500 Debt $250
Carthage to 1871 5,000 ‘¢ $2,500
Neosho ... 1872 2.600 e $600
Ozark Prairie ..o 1872 6,000 ¢ $600
Salem e 187 3,000 ‘¢ $6,000

(I think this debt of Salem must have been $600 instead of
$6,000, as given in the report.)

The report calls attention to the fact that many of the
churches were houseless and urges the importance of houses of
worship to secure permanence and prosperity.

A PERIOD OF ORGANIZATION.

This was a period of organization. Many of the churches had
a habit of not staying organized and had to be reorganized. The
annual summary for May, 1870, states ‘there were thirteen
churches. This was before the union was consummated and there-
fore is the record only of the Old School Presbytery. It must,
too, include Bolivar, which the records show was dissolved just
before this. On a previous page I have shown that in the autumn
of 1870 there were twelve O. S. and five N. 8. churches that en-
tered into the union.

Then in May, 1871, we had twenty-four churches, and in
1880) thirty-four. If we subtract the Arkansas churches from the
roll of 1906—territory that was not then in our bounds—we find
exactly the same number of churches, i. e., thirty-four. Only
ahout one-fourth of these are now on our roll.
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LAY WORKERS.

In the day of small things Presbytery was blessed with some
efficient elders. Young people’s work was scarcely an iridescent
dream, and so far as the records show Presbytery took no knowl-
edge of the women until its third meeting, and then simply called
upon them for help in educating young men for the ministry in
these words: ‘‘Resolved fourth, That we solicit the hearty co-
operation of our good sisters in this noble work.”’

William Thompson, of Mount Zion Chureh; William R. Gor-
ton and John L. Carson, of Calvary, and William H. Schmal-
horst, of Conway, have been elders in these churches respectively
during the entire thirty-seven years of the history of the Presby-
tery. Dr. A. C. Schell, of Neosho, was an elder in that chureh
at the organization of the Presbytery, and at its transfer to the
New Ozark, but for a period of the intervening years he was
away and in connection with other churches.

W. L. Scroggs, ror forty-five years an elder in the Ebenczer
Church, was an efficient Presbyter, serving on many important
committees, and has given two sons to the ministry. A third son
was for a short time a medical missionary. An older son is now
an elder in the Ebenezer Church and a grandson is a deacon.

Charles Sheppard, of Calvary Church, was the first treasurer
of Presbytery, and William R. Gorton formed the habit of being
an efficient temporary clerk so early that he has probably served
in that ecapacity oftener than any other two men. Neosho, in the
person of Elder J. H. Miller, furnished the first man recommended
by the Presbytery to the Foreign Board. That was October, 1870,
and Mr. Miller was recommended to the hoard as a suitable man
for the board to recommend to the Government for an agency
to the Quapaw and Seneca nations. This same church gave the
Presbytery the valuable services of Elder D. L. Lander before he
became a minister, as Salem Church did those of Elder T. II.
Allin. Pau! Orr, oldest of the three brothers who for so many
years served as elders in the Ozark Prairie and Mownt Vernon
group of churches, took that deep interest in affairs Presbyterial
for which some of us remember him. And the names of Mitchell,
Poage, Sheppard, Strain and Stringfield, frequently found in
these earlier annals, are represented in the eldership of the Pres-
bytery by a later genecration to this day.. But time wounld fail
me to tell of MeMillan, recently deceased at Carthage, and W. A.
‘Wheatley, sole elder of Webb City at its organization and an
elder in the recently organized church of North Heights, Joplin,
and of the rest who wrought righteousness and obtained the
promises.

Not until March 19th, 1876, did Preshytery seek to enlist the
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women in organized efforts. On that date this minute appears:
‘‘Resolved, That at our next stated meeting we hold a mission-
ary meeting and that we endeavor to secure one lady to repre-
sent each church in a Ladies’ Presbyterial Missionary meeting;
and that our Committee on Foreign Missions be instructed to pre-
pare a good program for such a meeting.’”’ This society was or-
ganized at Greenfield September 29, 1876. Miss Amanda Cowan,
of Calvary Church, who is still an active worker in the loeal or-
ganization of that church, was elected first President. Preshy-
tery was greatly elated over this new movement, hailed with de-
light the prospect of the ladies becoming colaborers in the work
of evangelizing the world and promised to endeavor to secure a
society in each church. Six months later note is taken of the
efforts to organize the Board of the Southwest in St. Louis, the
commendatory resolutions of the last session are reiterated and
the Stated Clerk was instructed to send these felicitous tidings
to Mrs. Henry S. Little, of St. Louis, a name familiar to this gen-
eration.

BOARDS AND BENEVOLENT AGENCIES.

The Boards of Home Missions, Church Erection, Sabbath
School Work, Ministerial Education and Ministerial Relief first
claimed the attention of Presbytery. The struggling condition
of our churches brought home to them the beneficent agencies of
home missions and church erection; the wide moral and spiritual
destitutions called for Sabbath school missionaries, whilst the
importance of the work of ministerial education was ec¢hoed from
hilltop to hilltop in the clarion call:

““0O still in accents sweet and strong
Sounds forth the ancient word,

‘More reapers for white harvest fields,
More laborers for the Lord.” *’

And when more reapers failed to come the added burdens of
those who were here bowed them with the weight of premature
age and endeared to the Presbytery the work of ministerial relief.
‘We who have fallen on softer days can forgive them that they
seem not even to have had a standing Committee on Foreign Mis-
sions until the autumn of 1875. Of this first standing committee
Dr. W. 8. Knight was the Chairman, and although there is abun-
dant evidence that he put considerable energy into the work of
the committee, the report at the spring meeting of 1877 shows
that only five churches contributed to foreign missions. One of
the five contributed $206 and the other four contributed $20. A
little out of proportion, think you? Yet as late as 1906, of the
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$1,797 contributed to foreign missions, one church of the forty-
two on the roll of Presbytery contributed $1,029. Yet while the
Presbytery tarried so long in organized efforts for foreign mis-
sions, it is fair to state that at its first session Presbytery called
on all its churches to observe the first week in January as a
week of prayer for the conversion of the world.

It was but natural that home missions should claim a large
share of the attention of Presbytery when we remember that all
our churches were home mission churches except Calvary. Just
at the close of the deeade the churches of Carthage and Joplin
reached the dignity of belonging to the sustentation department
of that board. A later generation of elders and ministers may
need to be reminded that the sustentation department of home
missions had two requirements—that the minimum contribution
per member for pastor’s salary be $5 and the minimum salary be
$900. These minimums may have varied at different times, but
I give them as I recollect them.. The first standing Committee
on Home Missions consisted of Revs. J. M. Brown, W. R. Fulton
and Elder W. L. Scroggs. After three and a half years of serv-
ice as Chairman of this committee Mr. Brown resigned, and
Rev. C. H. Dunlap was elected and served until his removal from
the bounds of the Presbytery just before the close of this decade.
Very early in its history Preshytery recognized the need of a field
worker, who at various times has been designated as Presbyterial
evangelist, missionary or pastor-at-large. John M. Brown first
served Presbytery in this capacity. Allusion has already heen
made to Dr. Hill’s estimate of him as a field worker. That repu-
tation he seems to have sustained in this Presbytery. DBut after
two years of serviece, on account of the heavy debt of the board,
which Presbytery designated ‘‘the severest trial that has come
upon the missionary work of the church,’’ the office was discon-
tinued. It would seem that the board paid the entire salary of Mr.
Brown, i. e., $1,000. Just at the close of this decade Dr. Marks
was elected to a similar position in Presbytery.

Of the original members of the Presbytery, three hecame an-
nuitants of the Board of Relief during this period. When [ re-

‘meniber that this list of our worthy annuitants was headed by
John McFarland, and when I recall other honored names that
have appeared thereon, I think that maybe I had better drop a
tear or breathe a prayer. But at the risk of appearing harsh.
with the hope that it will inspire greater care in the future, T will
give the outlines of one case which is but an illustration of nu-
merous cases that, in my humble judgment, lower this worthy
cause in the minds of our people. ,
~ Licensed without academic education “and without a full
avamination October, 1867 ; ordained April, 1869. Recommended
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to this board on account of throat trouble September, 1877. Still
on the roll. I thought it—and not very long ago an elder who
knew said it—it would have been better for some one to have told
him that with only throat trouble he might have turned to some
secular employment. In the early days of the Presbytery the
work of Sabbath school missions was hardly considered second
to any. Within our bounds, as a usual thing, there was from
one to three missionaries, or colporteurs, as they were generally
called. At the first meeting of the Presbytery W. J. Hayden.
the representative of the American Sunday School Union, ad-
dressed the Presbytery, and at that time the work of this Union
seemed to be regarded with about the same favor as our own
Board. From the very beginning the Presbytery has had its Sun-
.day School Committee, and as early as September, 1872, Presby-
tery adopted a standing rule to the effect that conferences on
Sunday school work be held in connection with the sessions of
Presbytery under the auspices of the Sunday School Committee.
It would seem that the early missionaries devoted more time to
the dissemination of Christian literature than to the organization
of Sabbath schools. Though much of this work has never been
turned to demominational strength or aggrandizement, eternity
alone will reveal the good that has been done.

My earliest impressions of ministers is that of austere and
dignified men, who slept in our best bed and whose shoes I was
expected to blacken. And my earliest recollection of a colpor-
teur is that of a man who came into our home and gave me a
book entitled ‘‘The Story of a Pocket Bible,”” which left a lasting
impression for good on my mind.

The first candidate for the ministry enrolled by this Presby-
tery was a colored man, Benjamin Garnet by name. That was
October 1st, 1870. One year later William E. Renshaw, of Mount
Zion Church, and John W. Richardson, of White Rock Church,
were received under care of Presbytery. So elated were the
fathers and brethren over this prospect of filling the ranks of
the ministry from our own sons that they passed ecstatic reso-
lutions calling upon churches, elders and ‘“our good sisters’’ to
help to sustain the cause of ministerial education. In 1878 the
number of candidates rose to five, and in 1880 there were seven.
‘When we remember that in no year in the last twenty have we
had more than half this number, though our membership has
increased several fold, we can more fully appreciate what these
feeble churches did in the way of replenishing the ranks of the
ministry.

The Presbytery has never been distracted by doctrinal dif-
ficulties. Its ministry has been prevailingly of a conservative
type. In the realm of ethics it has had a few derelicts. In 1878
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Presbytery deposed from the ministry one on whom it had laid
its own hands. The charges were immorality. Less than fifteen
years later Presbytery ordained this man and in a few years had
another trial on its hands, at which time the same man was cen-
sured. Subsequently he was permitted to demit the ministry,
but the church he wrecked has not recovered to this day.

I recall a later incident where a man past threescore and
ten was received from another denomination and in less than a
year scandalized the community where he was sent and was
temporarily silenced by the Presbytery, but not until he had
started the church on a path that led it outside our ranks. The
first of these was never equipped for the ministry, either by na-
ture, by education or by grace. The second should have been
left to spend his dotage in the church to which he gave his man-
hood’s powers and abilities.

In the item of ministerial salaries the first decade was far in
advance of subsequent times. Not that any of its ministers there
received as large a salary as some do now, but that for the same
grade of work, both relatively and actually, better salaries were
paid. Then we had no cities and no city churches. In 1873 a
certain village church, together with an outgoing country church,
raised $500 and received $500 from the board to make a salary
of $1,000. The village has grown to a city; to the natural increase
has added strength by union with the Cumberland Church, yet I
believe after thirty-four years has only increased its pastor’s
salary by the use of the manse. At that time from $800 to $1,000
seemed to have been the prevailing salary for a good man in a
single church aided by the board, or just strong enough to stand
alone, or for a number of the groups of churches. Gradually
the salaries were decreased. Some inefficient men helped to lower
the standard. Weakened churches could seldom attract the other
kind. The board lowered its grants partly because of financial
stress and partly by reason of the slow growth of our churches.
Thus the salaries, the ministry and the churches act and react on
each other. The board and the home mission committees of the
Presbytery have mutually deplored the meager support offered
our ministry in recent ycars. Here is one of the problems be-
queathed to the new Presbytery of Ozark.

SECOND DECADE—1880-1889.

The second decade was an era of church building. Not less
than fifteen churches applied for aid in the erection or comple-
tion of houses of worship.
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The following table shows the fluctuating growth of the
Presbytery:

Year No. Ministers Candid’s Added on Ex. Added by Cert.  Whole No.
1880 e e 19 7 83 67 1,137
16 6 18 47 1.068

- 20 8 79 129 1,189

. 21 5 70 88 1,250

. 15 3 100 157 1,367

. 16 4 150 178 1,563

18 4 171 125 1,734

20 2 228 93 1,877

. 21 2 138 131 1,949

. 26 1 134 98 2,000

It seems almost incredible that in 1881, with sixteen minis-
ters, only eighteen should have been added to the churches on
profession of faith. It should be said. however, that the number
of ministers is not a fair index to the working force of the Pres-
bytery, because the Presbytery has constantly enrolled a com-
paratively large superannuated list. The early years of this era
were the golden age of candidates for the ministry. In 1882 the
Presbytery reported eight, or one to every 1489 communicants
In 1906 the Presbytery had one candidate to 3,432 communicants,
and the following year two to 4,069.

It is also worthy of remark that the candidates of the early
eighties were the products of our own churches, and took full
collegiate and theological courses, whilst those of recent years,
for the large part, have come from other churches and have en-
tered the ministry by the short cut. At one time the Presbytery
had four candidates in Drury College. At another there were
four in theological seminaries, two in Drury College and one in
Park. But the fatal mistake was made of permitting these young
men to slip through our hands and enter other fields of labor.
Of the seven referred to, two entered other callings and only
one took a field of labor in our bounds upon his ordination. The
Presbytery employed the young men during their'summer vaca-
tions, but failed to hold them when they had completed their
course. The same rule applies to our candidates of later time.
We have given to the church at large a number of young mén
whose successful ministries in other places leads the historian to
infer that had they stayed with us our progress would have been
more marked. The perennial difficulty in this Presbytery has
been the securing and holding of efficient ministers. The young
man alluded to above accepted the vastorate of the Joplin
Church at his graduation and in less than a year asked for the
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dissolution of the pastoral relation. Presbytery granted the
request with a protest, but it granted it. )
In the records of April, 1882, this entry is found:

¢“A letter having been received and read from Elder A. D. Matthews,
of Buffalo, requesting the holding of a Presbyterial camp meeting at some
central point 1n Polk or Dallas Clounty, it was resolved that Preshytery
answer favorably and that said meeting be held under the direetion of
Rev. J. J. Marks.”’

The growing interest in the intellectual and spiritual train-
ing of the young was manifested in the holding of Sabbath school
institutes and the founding of institutions of learning. The ree-
ords of these institutions are meager, but there are indications
that Presbytery devoted considerable attention to them and con-
gidered them of much importance.

In 1888 colporteurs were supplanted by Sabbath school mis-
sionaries. The two officers were not distinet, but under the old
regimen the dissemination of Christian literature was the promi-
nent work, and the organization of schools oceupied a secon-lary
place. During a part of that time at least the organization of
schools was relegated largely to the agents of the American Sun-
day School Union, which institution was regarded as a (uasi-
handmaiden of the Presbytery. Educational institutions under
church auspices sprang into being in various parts of the Presby-
tery. The Mount Zion and the Mount Vernon churches were
erected with a view to sechool as well as church purposes, each
of them having two stories. The school in connection with the
former received the endorsement of Presbytery in 1884. The
latter maintained a flourishing academy at the close of this dee-
ade. Presbytery also entered into mnegotiations for an academy
at Ash Grove in 1885, but it appears that the school did not ma-
terialize. Aid was also given to Synod’s earliest effort to co-
operate with the Southern church in the maintenance of West-
minster College at Fulton, Mo., but the most pretentious eduea-
tional endeavor of the Presbytery was the founding of Carthage
College, a sketeh of which is elsewhere given.

The subjoined report of the Committee on ITome Missions
April, 1884, presents a graphie picture of the condition and needs
of the Preshytery: -

““First—We neod more permanence in the terms of ministerial service—-
we had thought to say more permanence in the pastoral relation,—bhut when
we remember that we have but two pastorates among all our thirly-six
churches it scems more natural to use the term which appropriately be-
longs to the existing state of things. In our smaller churches the pastorate
is almost if not entirely unknown. The term of ministerial service rarely,
i ever, oxcoeds two years, and very often falls short of one. As long as
this eondition of things continues it is impossible to secure the host results
of our labors. The responsibility of these frequent changes may possibly
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be about equally divided between the ministers and churches. The remedy
must be looked for in the same direction by a greater readiness on the
part of the churches to receive such faithful ministers as Providenee may
send to them and a greater contentment on the part of the ministers in
remaining where Providence has once placed them.

‘‘Second—We need larger efforts at self-support. The sense of de-
pendence on the board once indulged in by a church often becomes chronie.
It is so much easier for poor, weak human nature to receive rather than to
make sacrifices that a church often continues to call for aid when a little
sacrifice would make them self-sustaining, or the same result may be
secured by a judicial grouping of churches. The churches should remember
that what they receive is not a charity to their minister, but to them, and
unless the necessity is upon them they should be no more ready to receive
aid in paying for their minister’s services than in paying for their gro-
¢eries or their doctor’s bill.

¢¢Third—We need to impress upon the minds of all the duty of liberal
contributions to the Board of Home Missions. This board is the mother
of all our churches. For every dollar the churches of this Synod contributed
to this board last year we received back seven to be expended on our mis-
sion churches, * * *

‘‘Fourth—We need the fostering of existing organizations rather than
the organization of new churches. In some respects this is not so satisfac-
tory a work as that of planting new organizations, but it is the work
providentially put to our hands as a Presbytery, and we should patiently
and steadfastly give our energies to it.”’

In this and the preceding decade the country churches at-
tained a prestige they have long since lost. Where is the country
community in Southwest Missouri that would now attempt to
erect a house of worship as substantial and imposing as ‘‘the
brick’’ church of Ozark Prairie? The development of the Pres-
bytery in these decades followed the westward course of the star
of empire. Lawrence, Newton and pre-eminently Jasper coun-
ties were the fertile fields of effort. But the Jasper County work
was largely in the country fields. Joplin first received a gen-
erous grant of home mission aid as late as 1885. And after eleven
years of a checquered career Webb City was reduced to a mem-
bership of eleven as late as 1888, and reported less than one hun-
dred members twenty-two years after its founding. The grants
of the Home Mission Board to our churches were indeed generous.
Year after year Eureka Springs Church was recommended for
$700 aid to make a salary of $1,000, and other churches or groups
were recommended for from $300 to $500 to make similar home
mission salaries. '

In the latter half of this decade three tendencies are marked
—smaller grants from the board, smaller salaries, more ministers
ordained and received without the educational requirements laid
down in the book. It is safe to say that the average salary of the
home missionary the last fifteen years is from 20 per cent to 25
per cent smaller than the fifteen years before 1892, and if we con.
trast the price of commodities and the inereased wealth of the
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community the showing would be far worse. It appears that the
Board grew weary of making such generous grants, and while
appropriations were decreased, contmbutmm to self-support
were, to say the least, not increased. Inevitably this condition led
the churches to request Presbytery to “lay hands’’ on uneducated
men.

Indeed it seemed impossible to man our fields, offering such
meager salaries, with men who had been trained in college and
seminary. But a greater bane to progress was found in the fact
that our churches were many of them without the stated means
of grace a good part of the time. A short history of Presbyterian-
ism in Webb City contains this statement: ‘‘After Mr. Camp-
bell’s departure and for the next nine years the church was vacant
more than half the time. (Non)‘mirable dictu,’ at the close of
the interregnum ‘the church was reduced to eleven members.”””
Alas, many of the churches did not fare even that well—after pro-
tracted vacancies they were abandoned.

The ministerial accessions of this decade who left a permanent
and prominent impress on the Presbytery were Drs. Marks and
Putnam, Rev. G. H. Williamson, J. G. Reaser, D. D., T. IL. Cleland,
D. D., and R. W. Ely. Dr. Marks and Mr. Williamson were pre-
eminently the field workers, serving the Presbytery with marked
efficiency as Presbyterial evangelists at different times. Mr. Wil-
liamson has probably erected more houses of worship in the Pres-
bytery than any three or four other ministers. The preaching of
sermons seems to have been a passion with him. He usually

- steered clear of the city churches and acepted a pastorate in a
group. To these separate churches he would go during the week
and hold one or more services before the Sabbath day. Drs. Put-
nam and Cleland brought to the Presbytery wise counsel and
marked executive ability in the administration of the ITome Mis-
sion Chairmanship. Dr. Reeser, one of the most scholarly men
who has graced the annals o fthe Presbytery, brought forth fruit
in old age first in educatwnal endeavors connected with (‘arthage
College and later in rehabilitating the ehurch of Webb (ily. To-
ward the close of this decade Mr Ely began that remtukabl\'
efficient bishopric of Neosho, if not of the Preshytery. With
agc%afl years few things Presbyterial ever escaped the attention
o Y-

1890-1907.

For fifteen of the last seventeen years of the Preshytery's
existence I have been a member. I therefore write from personal
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observation. This period marked the growth of the city ¢hurches.
Note the following:

Church Year Communicants Year Communicants
Calvary . 1890 375 1907 555
Carthage . 1890 346 1907 523
Joplin -.... e 1890 53 1907 450
‘Webb City .... .. 1890 30 1907 325
Monett ... .. 1890 *17 1907 162
Neosho woeeeeeeeeee. 1890 65 1907 208

Young people’s work received specific Presbyterial oversight
for the first time about the beginning of this period. The first
committee on young people’s work was appointed in 1892.

The need of an awakening from the spiritual lethargy into
which the churches of the Presbytery, in common with the church
at large, had fallen was felt in this Presbytery several years
before the Assembly appointed its Evangelistic Committee. As
early as 1898 Preshytery appointed a special committee, of which
Rev. H. 0. Scott, D. D., was the efficient Chairman year after
year, to awaken an interest in the evangelization of those at our
doors. This committee was called the Committee on Aggressive
‘Work until some time after the Assembly had appointed its com-
mittee, after which the name was changed to harmonize with that
used in other parts of the church.

Conferences on evangelism were held in connection with the
meetings of Presbytery and evangelisti¢ services were arranged
for various churches under the supervision of the committee.
The first report recorded noted ‘‘the wisdom of the plan and
showed a gain of sixty-five confessions above last year.”” The
increase the next year was even greater, and although this con-
dition was not steadfastly maintained, Presbytery never entirely
lost the evangelistic stimulus it had received.

The bone of contention in the Presbytery for a number of
years was constitutional rule No. 1, i. e., relative to local evan-
gelists. The need of ministers, the dearth of candidates, and the
meager support offered conspired to induce Presbytery to regard
practicalaly every comer an ‘‘exceptional’’ case. The Presbytery
came to be known far and wide as exceedingly lax in its edueca-
tional requirements for the ministry. Some of us realized that
this situation was impoverishing our churches and making them
chronically weak and dependent. Hence we began to insist that
those who sought ordination as exceptional cases and those who
came from other denominations that had not received the educa-
tional advantages required by our standards should first try their
gifts and prove their ‘‘aptness to teach’’—and their aptness to
study. For the most part the elders were against us and enough
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of the ministers were on that side to make the contest exceed-
ingly spirited. As an entering wedge, September 21, 1898, the
following resolution was adopted: ‘‘Resolved, That hereafter this
Presbytery will not enter upon the examinations of ministers de-
siring to come in our church from other denominations, and par-
ticularly from non-Calvinistic bodies not in correspondence with
ns, unless Preshytery has first had the assurance the candidates
have studied at least one year the following works: Dr. Shedd,
Dr. Hodge or Dr. Henry B. Smith on theology in connection with
the Confession of Faith and the Shorter Catechism, the Form of
Government, Sacraments and Directory of Worship as set forth
in our standards.”’ '

In what one of those who advocated raising the standard
considered an evil hour the writer induced the Presbytery to
temporarily dispose of one case by applying constitutional rule
No. 1. Thenceforth this expedient was ordinarily resorted
to, but the Presbytery was again divided into strict and lax con-
structionists. The elders began to change front somewhat as one
of my old friends expressed it: ‘I used to say, ‘There is a poor
fellow who wants to preach.’ I would not listen to him, but maybe
somebody will; let him try it.” Now I say, ‘There is a poor
church; my church could not survive under such feeble minis-
trations; I must guard that weak church.’’’ By patience and
persistency the local evangelists were required to pursue a regu-
lar course of study while exercising their gifts. Those who re-
fused to do so either left the Presbytery or were discontinued:
the others were ordained in due time. In an observation of
fifteen years in this Presbytery I have never known anything to
be gained by hastening the ordination of an applicant who was
unprepared. But I have known several who because of delay
and the requirement of preparation were put on their mettle and
became quite efficient under shepherds. Such a change was ef-
fected in the Presbytery that from being the most lax in the State
the requirements were doubtless as rigid as any in the State at
the time of the union. So far as the new Presbytery of Ozark s
concerned, I have no doubt the standard will be maintained. The
Cumberland Church in Southwest Missouri had been, if anything,
more lax than the Presbyterian. This condition of affairs had
sapped the pioneer efficiency of that body. For ten years it had
made practically no progress. Here, too, is the key to the situa-
tion as to the strong opposition to the union. These statements
are based directly on the testimony of intelligent ministers who
came into the union from that side. One of the most discrimi-
nating ones assured me that so far as this region is concerned
there would have been a division in their ranks had the union
never taken place. In September, 1906, Presbytery co-operated
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with representative C. P. men in a ratification of the union. and
from thence forward until the reorganization of the Preshy-
teries the two bodies co-operated in home mission endeavors, first
by the employment of Rev. W. C. Hicks as pastor-evangelist and
then by the grouping of churches. In January. 1907, the Home
Mission Committee of Ozark Preshytery held a conference in the
Second Church of Springfield with Synodical Missionary J. B.
Hill, D. D., Field Secretary B. P. Fullerton, D. D., and home mis-
sion representatives of the four C. P. Presbyteries in Southwest
Missouri, that practically covered the territory of the Presbhytery
of Ozark, U. S. A. It was decided to administer the home mis-
sion interests of the various Presbyteries, in part at least, as
though the consolidation had been effected. Rev. E. E. String-
field was made tentative Chairman for the Eastern and Rev. J.
F. Shepherd for the Western Section.

In the subjoined report on home missions taken from the
minutes of April, 1907, I have placed in parenthesis the churches
in the Western Section that were formerly Cumberland since they
were not indicated, as were those of the Eastern Section.

““In view of the fact that Synods Committee on Presbyterial
Readjustments incident to the union had appointed Rev. E. E.
Stringfield, Ph. D., temporary Chairman of Home Misions for
the Eastern Section of the Presbytery, and Rev. John F. Shep-
herd, Ph. D., for the Western Section, the report of the Home
Mission Committee was presented in two sections by the respective
‘chairmen. The reports were received and the clerk cast the bal-
lot of Presbytery for the several recommendations:

For Eastern Section (showing appropriations made for for-
mer Cumberland churches as well as our own):
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Groups Aid recommended— | Groups Aid recommended—
Cumb. Pres. Cumb. Pres.
Fordla,n_d .................. $ 75 Crane ... 250
%I;ﬁgﬁam Grove$1gg % Marionville ...
| Brookline ... 100
| Domopen - 81501 ¢ Bolivar oo 50
Fair Play ....... 75
Willow Springs. 250 Conway 100
Mountain View.. 100 Mt. Zion ... 100
Hickory Grove... 50 Willard 50
Liberty . 50 Stockton ... . 50
Pleasant Divide. 75 Mt. Carmel....... 50
New Providgnce 75 Stockton A...... 100
Walnut Spring.. 75 { Everton ...
Walnut Grove.... 100 J Dadeville... 50
Bellview 100 [Rny Spring......
Buffalo 100 Spring River....
Evans oo 100 Mammoth Sp’gs 100
Mt. Olivet 100
Bethel ... 100

Spring Creek....
Oak Grove.....
Rondo oo 75

S. Greenfield......
} 150

That Rev. W. C. Hicks be commissioned as Preshyterial Evan-
gelist at a salary of $1,200 and traveling expenses, it being under-
stood that all funds collected by him for serviees rendered shall
be turned over to the Home Board; and it is guaranteed by the
Springfield ministers that these funds will equal $400 for the
year.

For the Western Section:

(1) That Carterville be constituted a station with Rev. O. C.
Cude as supply. (2) North Heights, Joplin, Rev. Samuel Wiley,
supply. (3) Grace and Salem, Rev. J. S. Stapleton, supply. (4)
That Madison and Preston be grouped with (Red Oak) and
(Bowers Mill), Rev. T. S. Brown, supply. (5) Irwin, (Hopewell),
(Tanthe), Rev. A. E. Faust, supply. (6) That Waldensian Church
be made a mission station. (7) That Seneca and White Oak, or
(Pierce City), be made a charge to he supplied.

Appropriations: To Carterville, $500; North Teights, $500;
Grace, $125; Salem, $100; Madison, $75; Preston, $75; Irwin
group, $125; Waldensian, $100; Seneca, $100; White Oak or



PRESBYTERIANISM IN THE OZARKS 67

(Pierce City), $100; Bethany, $150. Hoberg to be supplied by
J. L. McCauley.”’

It is worthy of note that in every town in Southwest Mis-
souri where both branches of the church had organizations the
Cumberland churches entered the union. In some of these places
tentative consolidations were effected, whilst in others perma-

nent consolidations were effected before the Presbyteries were
united.

The C. P. Church of Joplin was received by the Presbytery
in September, 1904, that it might unite with the First Church.
Presbytery ratified the union that had been effected at Webh
City by resolution passed September, 1906, and in April, 1907,
formal union was Presbyterially effected of the two churches at
Neosho and at Mount Vernon. The churches at Ash Grove, at
Greenfield and at West Plains contented themselves with tenta-
tive consolidations until the reorganizations of the Presbyteries,
whilst the two organizations at Carthage and the four (two of
each branch) at Springfield have remained separate. At the
time of the union Ozark Presbytery had apparent'y entered
upon the period of its most substantial prosperity. The statis-
ies were somewhat affected by the econsolidations alluded to above,
yet apart from this the progress was indeed encouraging, as a
comparison of the two years will show:
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The Arkansas churches and ministers by the terms of the
enabling act fell to the Presbyteries in that State, whilst Vernon
County was added to our territory, and Ozark Presbytery was
divided into two—OQzark and Carthage.

On the 29th of September, 1870, the first Presbytery of
Ozark was organized at Greenfield, and on the 18th of June,
1907, its legal successor was organized at the same place. On
the same day the Carthage Presbytery was organized at Webb
City.

Rev. J. T. Bacon was elected Moderator of the Presbytery
of Ozark and Rev. E. E. Stringfield Stated Clerk. The sub-
joined extracts from the minutes will suffice for a glimpse at the
origin and prospect of the new Presbytery.



68 PrESBYTERIANISM IN THE (OZARKS

(From the Minutes of Ozark Presbhytery.)
GREENFIELD, MO., June 18, 1907,

Pursuant to the Enabling Act adopted by the General Assembly May
23, 1907, the Presbytery of Ozark met for organization in the Presby-
terian Church at 11:30 a. m., a quornm not having arrived until that hour.

Devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. J. T. Bacon.

The convener, Rev. J. T. Bacon, constituted Presbytery with prayer.
The Clerk, Rev. E. E. Stringfleld, read the Enabling Act, which in so far as
it relates to this Presbytery specifically is as follows:

IIX. Ozark Presbytery shall include the counties of Cledar (exeept
Eldorado Springs Church), Christian, Dade, Dallas, Douglas, Greene, Howell,
Laclede, Ozark, Polk, Stone, Taney, Texas, Webster and Wright; and also
all the ministers and churches residing within or located in said counties.

* * * * * * * + * * *

V. That all Treasurers and Trustees heretofore acting for or reporting
to any of the Presbyteries hereinafter named, in holding or managing
general or special funds or trusts, shall hereafter report as directed below;
and shall be subject to all orders and supervision of the respective new
Presbteries named, to the same extent and in the same manner as they
were subject to the Presbyteries to which they heretofore reported. viz.,
such officers of the Presbyteries of * * * Ozark, Ozark-A, Springfield-A,
and West Plains to the new Presbytery of Ozark.

VL That the new Presbyteries above named, within the limits in this
act assigned them, shall assume jurisdiction; that (except as otherwise pro-
vided in the foregoing sections) they shall succeed to all ecclesiastical, civil
and property rights of the Presbyteries heretofore excreising jurisdiction
over said territory; and that they shall, within the said limits, have ana
hold the same, with all the rights, privileges and immunities thereto be-
longing or in any wise appertaining, so far as they may lawfully do so.

* * * * * ¥ * * * * * *

VIII. That the newly erected Presbyteries of the Synod of Missouri
shall meet on the third Tuesday of June, 1907, at the hour of 10 a. m., and
at the places named below, to organize, to elect Stated Clerks and Commit-
tees, and otherwise to arrange for the further conduet of their business;
and that, unless otherwise voted, the persons named below shall serve or
act as officers until their successors are elected at the stated fall meetings
of their respective Presbyteries, viz:

Presbytery, Ozark; place, Greenfield; convener, .J. T. Bacon; clerk,
E. E. Stringfield.
foll Further, the Enabling Aect designated the roll of the Presbytery as

ollows:

Churches—Ash Grove, Barren Creek, Bellevue, Bolivar, Brookline, Buf-
falo, Burnham, Cahool, Cave Spring (Mount Zion), Competition, Conway,
Crane, Dadeville, Elk (reck, Evans, Everton, Fairplay, Fordland, Green-
field (two churches), Happy Home, Hazel Dell, Heady, Liberty, Lockwood,
Mansfiold, Maple Grove, Mount Carmel, Mount (‘omfort, Mount Datc,
Mount Moriah, Mount Olivet (Dade County), Mount Zion (Dade County?,
Mountain Grove, Monntain Home, Mountain View, New Bethel, New Hope,
New Providence, Oak Grove, Peace Valloy, Phillipshurg, Pierson, Plensant
Divide, Pleasant Grove, Pleasant Ridge, Plessant Valley (Howell County),
Pleasant Valley (Wright County), Pomona, Ray Spring, Rondo, Ross
Chapel, Seymour, South Greenfield, Spring Creck, Springfield (‘alvary,—First
C. P.;—Second,—Springfield Avenue, Stockton, Stockton (CGum Spring,
Union Chapel, Walnut Grove, Walnut Springs, West Plains (two churches),
‘White Oak Pond, Willard, Willow Springs, Wilson’s (‘reek.

Ministers—(. J. Allen, J. T. Bacon, J. H. Baruett, Johu Bell, 8. D.
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Belt, G. M. Bonner, W. J. Bruce, D. A. Collins, J. F. Daughtrey, Joseph
Davis, W. A. Denby, J. H. Doran, 8. A. Gardner, W. J. Garrett, J. H Glan-
ville, J. M. Glick, 8. A. Graves, W. L. Hackett, 8. 8. Hardin, W. C.
Hicks, J. B. Johnston, J. T. Jones, J. B. Lemmon, Henry Little, J. A.
MeCrogkey, C. C. McMahan, L. J. Matthews, (. H. Mitchelmore, A. B.
Moore, T. C. Newman, G. W. Plummer, R. 8. Ramsey, E. L. Renick, E. .J.
Rice, J. E. F. Robertson, H. W. Rose, D. F. Royer, J. A. Russell, W. R.
Russell, E. W. Sage, W. E. Shaw, J F. Scherer, R. J. Sims, C. W. Smith,
P. S. Smith, E. E. Stringfield, J. M. Vaughn, D. B. Whimster, M. F .Wells,
J. D. White, John Wilson. Corrections in the roll were deferred until
the fall meeting.

Rev. E. E. Stringfleld, Chairman, presented the report of the Com-
mittee on Perfecting the Roll, which was adopted as follows:

The Committee on Perfecting the Roll submits.the following report.

At the organization of this Presbytery the General Assembly {rans-
mitted to us a roll composed of those ministers and churches located within
our confines that formerly belonged to the Presbyteries of Ozark, Ozark-A,
Springfield and West Plains. So far as the former Cumberlanl Presby-
teries were concerned the Assembly in this Enabling Act embraced all
ministers who were members May 24th, 1906, and who had not been
regularly dismissed to some other body. But in view of the fact that these
Presbyteries had formed new rolls in the interim, from which rolls thore
who had formally remounced the action of the Assemblies on the subject
of union had been excluded, this committee was appointsd. In the ilis-
charge of its duties your committee gives due ecredit to the aets of the
several Presbyteries and therefore presents for the present roll of this
Presbytery the ministers and churches within our bounds on the :umended
rolls of the several Presbyteries. As none of the churches were execluded
by these Presbyteries we recommend that the Enabling Act govern the
enrolling of churches. .

As to the Ministers:

The Presbytery of Springfield, in session at Seymour, September, 1906,
passed the following resolution:

Whereas, the retiring Moderator, the Rev. T. C. Newman, declared
that it is his purpose and the purpose of the brethren whose names are
hereinafter given to repudiate the action of the General Assembly of the
C. P. Church meeting at Decatur, Ill., May, 1906, on the question of union
with the Presbyterian Church, U. 8. A., resolved that the names of che
following ministers be dropped from our roll: J. H. Barnett, Joseph Davis,
A. B. Moore, T. C. Newman, J. A. Russell and M. F. Wells

The Presbytery of Ozark-A, at Golden City, Mo., August 29, 1906,
took the following action: ¢‘Whereas, the following ministers, to-wit, J.
F. Daughtrey, G. T. Jeffers, J. T. Jones, C. G. L. MecMahan, R. S. Ram-
say, W. E. Shaw and I. V. Stines, have renounced the action of the late
General Assembly of the C P. Church at Decatur, Ill., and the anthority of
the united chureh, which is the Presbyterian Church, U. 8. A., and organ-
ized a separate Presbytery, resolved that their names be dropped from
our roll.”’

‘While the Presbytery of West Plains took similar action, yet as none
of the names dropped by that Presbytery appear in the Knabling Aet
creating this Presbytery it is mnot necessary to record that action at this

lace.
P We find an error in the initials of Rev. J. A. Graves in the Enabling
Act, to-wit: Said aet gives them as ‘‘S. A.,’’ instead of ‘“J. A.”’

‘We also find that the name of R. J. Sims was inadvertently placed on
our roll hy the Enabling Aect, whereas he properly belongs to the Presby-
tery of Carthage, where he will be enrolled.
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Making the correction in Brother Graves’ imitials and omitting these
pames and that of Rev. D. B. Whimster, dismissed by this body to the
Presbytery of St. Joseph, we recommend that at present our roll is as
follows:

C. J. Allen, J. T. Bacon, John Bell, 8. D. Belt, G. M. Bonner, W. J.
Bruce, D. A. Collins, W. A. Denby, J. H. Doran, S. A. Garduoer, W. J.
Garrett, J. H. Glanville, J. M. Glick A. J. Graves, W. L. Hackett, 8. 8.
Hardin, W. C. Hicks, J. E. Johnston, J. B. Lemmon, Henry Little, J.
A.. McCroskey, L. J. Matthews, C. H. Mitchelmore, G. W. Plummer, E. L.
Renick, E. J. Rice, J. E. F. Robertson, H. W. Rose, D. F. Royer, W. R.
Russell, E. W. Sage, J. F. Scherer, C. W. Smith, P. 8. Smith, E. E. String-
field, J. M. Vaughn. J. D. White, John Wilson.

As the Enabling Act did not include the names of licentiates and can-
didates we enroll them here.

Licentiates—O. H. Campbell, J. C. Bigbee.

Candidates—George Scherer, Riley Van Buskirk.
As to the Churches:

It appears that there is no church by the name of Heady, as given
in the Enabling Aect, but that this is the postoffice for the church given
later under the name of Ross Chapel.

The Pleasant Hope Church was inadvertently omitted from the En-
abling Act.

The Presbytery having consolidated the churches at Ash Grove, at
Greenfield and at West Plains, there still remain two churches by the
name of Mount Zion, two by the name of Pleasant Valley and two by the
name of Stockton.

On account of local conditions it is not deemed advisable +t prosent
to make any recommendations looking to the change of name where two
churches have the same name.

‘We recommend that the roll of churches at present be as follows:

Ash Grove, Barren Creek, Belleview, Bolivar, Brookline, Buffalo, Buin-
ham, Cabool, Competition, Conway, Crane, Dadeville, Ebenczer, Elk Creck,
EHvans, Everton, Fair Play, Fordland, Happy Home, Hazcl Dell, Liberty,
Lockwood, Mansfield, Maple Grove, Mount Carmel, Mount Comfort, Mount
Dade, Mount Moriah, Mount Olivet, Mount Zion (Dade County), Mount
Zion (Greeme County), Mountain Grove, Mountain Home, Mountain View,
New Bethel, New Hope, New Providence, Oak Grove, Peaca Valley, Thil-
lipsburg, Pierson, Pleasant Divide, Pleasant Grove, Pleasunt Tope, Pleas-
ant Ridge, Pleasant Valley (Howell County), Pleasant Valley (Wright
County), Pomona, Ray Spring, Rondo, Ross Chapel, Seymour, 3nvth Green-
field, Spring Creek, Springfield Calvary—First C. P.—Second—Springfield
Avenue, Stockton, Stockton (Gum Spring), Union Chapel, Walnut Grove,
Walnut Springs, West Plains, White Oak Pond, Willard, Willow :prings,
Wilson’s Creek.

W‘e recommend that the committee b econtinued, with a view to dis-
covering what churches are opposed to remaining in the United Church.

E. E. STRINGFIFLD.

J. M. GLICK,
W.R. RUSSELL,

Committee.
Supplemental Report of Committee on Perfecting Roll: '

Inasmuch as it appears that the Ozark Church was inadvertently



dropped from the roll of the former Springfield Presbytery, we recommend
that the Ozark Church be restored to the roll

(April 15th, 1908.)
Perfecting Roll,

Rev. E. E. Stringfield, Chairman, presented the report of the Com-
mittee on Perfecting the Roll. The report stated that there were fift)-
four churches formerly Cumberlard Presbyterian that were assigned to this
Presbytery by the Enabling Act, including the chureh of Ozark, which the
Preshytery restored to the roll; that three of these, Ash Grove, Greenfield
and West Plains, had been consolidated with existing Presbyterian U. 8.
A. churches in these towns; that it is now deemed expedient to consoli-
date the Dadeville and Mount Olivet churches under the name of Dadevilley
and that of the remaining fifty churches twenty-six report to this Presby-
tery and twenty-four have not yet acknowledged our jurisdiction. The
strength of the union movement, however, is greater than these figures
would indieate, as the opposition exists for the most part in the smaller
churches, and even in these respectasble minorities favor the union.

The resolutions of the report were adopted, as follows:

(1) That all the churches be retained on one roll at present.

(2) That the Presbytery send to the General Assembly the following
overture:

The Presbytery of Ozark respectfully overtures the General Assembly
to retain the following churches on the roll, but to omit the membership
and all statistical information concerning them for the following reasons:

(2) While some of these churches are negotiating with us none of them
are co-operating with this Presbytery.

(b) ALl of them are enrolled in anti-union Presbyteries, though at
present it does not seem best for us to drop them.

(e) The only available statistics as to membership, etc., are utterly
unreliable. The churches are: Barren Creek, Competition, Happy Home,
Hazel Dell, Mangfield, Maple Grove, Mount Comfort, Mount Dale, Mount
Moriah, Mountain Home, New Bethel, New Hope, Peace Valley, Pierson,
Pleasant Grove, Pleasant Hope, Pleasant Ridge, Pleasant Valley (Howell
County), Pleasant Valley (Wright County), Ross Chapel, Seymour, Union
Chapel, White Oak Pond, Wilson Creek.

(8) That Mount Olivet be comsolidated with Dadeville.

The origin and the prospects of the Carthage Presbytery
are suggested in these extracts from its minutes:

The first session of the Carthage Presbytery of ‘the Presbyterian
Church, U. 8. A, convened in pursuance to the order of the (teneral As-
gsembly at the First Presbyterian Church, Webb City, Mo., on Tuesday,
June 18th, 1907, at 10 a. m. .

The meeting was called to order by the Rev. G. H. Williamson, he
having been designated as convemer by the late General Assembly, who
preached a sermon from the text Joshua 1:9—‘Be strong and of good
courage,’’

' T%ne Enabling Act passed by the Generasl Assembly, providing for the
organization of this Presbytery, was read and is as follows:

ENABLING ACT.
To Whom It May Concern: The General Assembly, in session at Co-

lumbus, Ohio, May 23, 1907, took the following action affecting the Symod
of Missouri, viz:
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# % * Mhat gll Treasurers and Trustees acting for or reporting to
any of the Presbyteries hereinafter named shall report to * * * The
Presbytery of Neosho-A to the New Presbytery of Carthage.

Presbytery, Carthage; place of meeting, Webb City; convener, G. 1L
Williamson; clerk A. E. Perry.

CARTHAGE PRESBYTERY.

Churches—Alba, Aurora, Baker, Berwick, Bethsl, Bethlehem, Big
Spring, Bowers’ Mill, Carl Junection, Carterville, Carthage (First), Car-
thage (Main Street), Cassville, Center Creek, Central, Central Unicn, Clay
Hill, Concord, Diamond, Downey, Duval, El Dorado Springs, Ellis, Fair-
haven, Golden City, Grace, Hoberg, Hopewell. Tantha, Irwin, Jasper, .Joplin,
(First), North Heights, Bethany, Madison, Marionville, Mars Hill, Milford,
Monett, Mount Joy, Mount Pleasant, Mount Vernon (two churchos), Neo-
sho, Nevada (two churches), New Bethel, New Salem, Opolis, Ozark Prairie,
Pierce City, Preston, Purdy, Red Oak, Richards, Ritchey, Roper Will, Sa-
lem, Sarcoxie, Seligman, Seneca, Southwest City, Spring River (Jarper
County), Spring River (Lawrence County), Stotts City, Verona, Walden-
sian, Washburn, Webb City, Wentworth, White Oak. .

. Ministers—T. 8. Brown, J. M. Burdge, J. F. Clark, 0. C. Cude, A, E.
Faust, A. K. Gurley, G. F. Harbour, B. Hoffman, J. W. Hudiburg, G. T.
Jeffers, Williams Jennings, R. L. Kinnaird, E. W. Love, K. W. MecCracken,
‘W. C. Mahr, M. C. Miller, A. E. Perry, H. Pinkston, J. D. Prigmore, J.
F. Shepherd, B. M. Shive, J. S. Stapleton, I. V. Stines, J. W. Sullivan,
Hutson Taylor, Samuel Wiley, G. H. Williamson, D. N Woods, B H.
‘Whitehead.

Counties—Barry, Barton, Jasper, Lawrence, McDonald, Newiin, Ver-
non (except the church of Schell City); also the church of Eldorado Springs
(Cedar County.)

After the reading of this aet, the conmstituting prayer was offered by
Rev. G. H. Williamson, the convener. A roll of members present was
formed and is as follows.

Ministers—T. 8. Brown, A. E. Faust, 0. C. Cude, A. X, Gurley, &. T,
Harbour, B. Hoffman, J. W. Hudiburg, R. L. Kinnaird, E. W. Love, E.
W. MecCracken, M. C. Miller, A. E. Perry, H. Pinkston, J. I'. Shepherd, B.
M. Shive, J. S. Stapleton, J. W. Sullivan, Huston Taylor, G. H. Wil-
liamson, G. W. McWhirter, . M. Johnson.

Congregations Represented—Aurora, E. R. McGregor; Carthage, First,
C. F. McElroy; Carterville, R. T. Hurley; Carthage, Mun Street, J. A.
Prather; Cassville, W. A. Wear; El Dorado Springs, J. N. Schefer; Jaspor,
George Andrews; Joplin First, G. B. Young; Joplin Nortl) Ileights, W. A.
Wheatley; Monett, S. A. Chapell; Nevada, Charles Thorn; Sarcoxie, S. P.
Burress; Spring River (Lawrence County), C. L. Garwood: Webb City,
C. W. Jocelyn.

* L * » * L * » * * *

A pominating committee was appointed by the Mo.larntor, eovsisiing
of Revs. Huston Taylor, E. W. McCracken, E. W. Love an:l R. L. Kianaird,
and Elders E. R. McGregor and C. W Jocelyn, to nominnto officers snd
permsnent committees of the Presbytery

Recess was taken until the call of the Moderator.

Afternoon Session.—At 1:30 the Preshytery was called to order by the
Moderator and led in prayer by Elder J. A. Prather. ’

The report of the committee to nominate mewbers of a Board of Trus-
tees of Presbytery was received and adopted, as follows:
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TRUSTEES.

Term to expire September, 1908—W. B. Skinu~r, Rev. G. F. Harbour.
Term to expire September, 1909—W. A. Wear, Rev. 1. Pinkstor.
Term to expire September, 1907—A. G. Young, Rev. ¢. H. Williamson.
Terms to expire at fall meeting of Presbytery.
The report of the committee to nominate oficass and permancnt com-
mitiees of }.’resbytery was received, adopted, and is as follows:
Moderator, Rev. H. Pinkston: Stated Clerk, Re¢. R. L. Kinnard.
1fome Missions Committee—Chairman, Rev. J. F. Shepherd; Rev. E.
IW IfeCracken, Dr. B. M. Shive, Elder T. B. Burress, Elder W. A. Wheat-
ey. . 8
Poreign Missions—Chairman, Rev. Huston Taylur, Rev. E. W. Love,
Dr B. M. Shive, Elder C. W. Jocelyn.
- Young People’s Societies—Chairman, Rev A. E. Perry; Rev. W. C.
© Mahr, Elder D. M. Knight.
Publication and Sabbath Schools—Chairman, Rev. J. W. Hnliburg;
Rev. E. W. McCracken, Elders Charles Thom, G. W. Rinker.
FEducation and Examination of Candidates—Chairman, Rev. Dr. B.
M. Shive, Rev. R. L. Kinnaird, Eldar A. G. Young.
Temperance and Sabbath Observance—Chairman, Rev. J. T. Staple-
tos; Rev. A. E. Perry, Elder E. W. Newton.
College Board—~Chairman, Elder A. B. McConnell; Dr. J. F. Shepherd,
Rev. R. L. Kinnaird, Elder D. M Kmnighi.
Bbrotherhood—Chairman, Elder W. ¥. Spurgin; Elder J. T. Evans, O.
1. Bilger, W. B. Skinner.
Svstematic Beneficence—Chairman, Rev. O. C. fuile, Kevs. (. B. Young,
Joseph }Iudson.
Narrative and Neerology—Chairman, Rev. H. Pinksivr; Rev. G. H.
Williamson, B. Hoffman.
Mijnisterial Relief—Chairman, Elder W. B. Skinner; Revs. A. K. Gur-
ley, A. E. Faust.
Church Erection—Chairman, Rev. G. H. Williamson; Flders J. A. Pra-
ther, Samuel Chapell.
Freedmen—OGChairman, Rev. G. F. Harbour; Rev. E. W. Love, Elder J.
L. Osborne.
To Draw Up Btanding Rules of Presbytery—Chairman, Rev. J. F.
Shepherd; Rev. Huston Taylor, Elder D. M. Knight.
To Perfect Roll of Presbytery and Prepare Docket for the Fall Meet-
ing of Presbytery—Chairman, Rev. R. L. Kinnaird; Rev. H. Pinkston.

We recommend that the following churches be recognized as denying
our jurisdiction and therefore as temporarily withdrawn from our control,
whose allegiance we fully expeet when misapprehensions are cleared away:
Berwick, Clay Hill, Hopewell, Jantha, Milford, Mars Hill, Mount Joy, Ne-
vada and Big Spring, Central, New Betehel and Fairhaven, and while not
relinquishing our right to Presbyterial oversight and property interests,
we nevertheless for the present await with kindly forbearance the time
when our'great united chureh shall all see eye to eye.

‘We recommend that the following be disbanded and the property, whers
there is property, be placed in the hands of the trustees of Presbytery for
disposition: Alba, Bethlehem, Central Union, Duvall, Ellis, Mount Pleas-
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ant, Salem (Lawrence County), Roper Hill, Opolis, Lehigh (Carl Juncuion,
Seligman, Spring River (Jasper County).

‘We recommend the changing of names of our churches, if possible, to
conform to the city or town where located, and also so as to avoid confu-
sion of churches by the same name.

As the union of the two churches in Webb City resulted in
the organization of a new church at Carterville, to which was
given the house of owrship formerly belonging to the C. P.
Church of Webb City. so the churches of Springfield, though
situated so that consolidations were not advisable, resolved to
commemorate the union in some fitting manner. As a result
the Calvary, First Cumberland and Second Presbyterian donated
a lot and house of worship to the new organization effected May
31, 1908, and known as the Reunion Presbyterian Chureh of
Springfield.

The union bodes much for Presbyterianism in Southwest
Missouri. .

Since its organization in 1870 the Presbytery of Ozark has
asked the Home Mission Board for over $75,000 in the prosecu-
tion of its work and the Board of Church Erection for over
$20,000. How much of this has been received I am unable to say,
but probably $50,000 of home mission funds and $18,000 of church
erection—a vast sum. But the results cannot be tabulated. The
churches have given to the church at large ministers and mission-
aries, members that have made glad the city of our God. .

THE COST OF A BOY.

‘‘How mueh does a Missouri boy cost?’’ asked Walter Williams.

‘‘Fathers and gnardians with boys to bring up estimate that $3,000 will
rear to manhood the average Missouri boy, will send him seven months in
the year for eight years to the distriet school, four years to high school
and four years to college or university. This amount will cover his food,
clothing, books and stationery. It will even permit a margin for ‘‘tom-
foolness,’’ as ope father picturesquely styles amusements.

The cost to the State is, on the average, $760 for each hoy. Of this
amount, $180 is for the elementary school, $180 for the high school, and
$100 a year for the four years at the university. The State pays $760 and
the parent pays $2,240, and the net result is onme Missouri hoy, edueated
in Missouri schools for life.

Yes, and it pays. So it pays to plant a stalwart church, whose
conserving and stalwart ideals are imprinted on State and church
beyond denominational confines. The cost is mentioned not by
way of complaint, but rather that he who reads may ponder the
fact that we are debtors so great, and that having freely received,
the time was long since overdue when we should have freely
given.
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CHAPTER IV.

WOMAN’S PRESBYTERIAL SOCIETY.

In April, 1907, the Woman’s Presbterial Society held its last
meeting before the reorganization of the Presbyteries in Mount
Vernon. At that time a historical sketch of the thirty-one years
of the society’s existence was read by Mrs. W. S. Knight and
published in a local paper. I shall let the women speak for them-
selves by inserting that paper here:

THIRTY-ONE YEARS

Of History of the Woman’s Ozark Presbyterial Missionary Society.

From the records we learn that this society was organized at Green-
field in 1876, and was the outgrowth of the earnest efforts of Mr. Dunlap,
then pastor of the Springfield Church, and his wife, who was the first
President, serving until 1881.

There were many who were quite uncertain as to the exact position
that should be taken with reference to such an innovation, and Mrs. Dunlap
tells us that many of the ministers sat near the door watching the proceed-
ings carefully, one minister taking the precaution to advise his wife to
have nothing to do with it. But dear Dr. Allen was an inspiration and
help. He made an address full of tirring, helpful words, and said he
hould, upon his return home, tell the women of St. Louis that a live,
wide-awake Presbyterial missionary society has been organized in the south-
western part of the State, and urge them to organize a mission board for
this territory. So this small beginning was already having an influence in
widening the work. So little do we realize the influence of our actions.

Little more than an organization was effected at this first meeting.
The Springfield societys had been organized for some time and was con-
nected with the Philadelphia Board. Ouly one or two other missionary
socielies had been formed in the Presbytery, but the next spring the South-
west Board was organized.

The next society was organized at Carthage in April, 1877, at the ur-
gent request of Mrs. J. 'W. Allen, of St. Louis,

The record are not very complete for the first few years, but no meet-
ing was held in 1887 as far as is known. This may have been the year
that it was appointed at Maple Grove and bad weather prevented the ladies
from attending. Mention was made of a meeting at Preston in 1878,
then of one at Bellview in 1879. Several reports are mentioned, though no
list of auxilaries' is given, but we infer that the number was
growing. In 1880 no meeting was mentioned. In 1881 the meet-
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ing was appointed at Grand Prairie, but the thunder storm com-
pelled the ladies to meet in Springfield at Mrs. Emery’s house. Mrs.
Boyden was President and Mrs. Wilson was Secretary. At this time the
minutes began to increase and the work seemed to expand somewhat with
the account of the next meeting in 1882 at Neosho. At this meeting the
Greenfield Society became auxiliary. A letter from Miss Cundall, who
seemed to be acting as secretary at the board rooms, spoke of Miss Griffin
as a young missionary who was going out to the Laos and the Springfield
Society would help to pay her salary. We think now of Miss Griffin as one
of our older missionaries. The commendation of Presbytery on the work
was spoken of at this meeting. Mrs. Salmon was elected President. At
the eighth annual meeting at Carthage a regular roll of auxiliaries was
first called—Greenfield W. M. S., Maple Grove, Ozark Prairie, Society of
the Waldensian Church, near Pierce City; Springfield W. M. 8. and Y. L.
8, and Lydia Band, Carthage, Walnut Grove, Webb (City, Shiloh, Salem
and Preston, and the newly formed society at Joplin, fourteen W. M. 8.
and one band. Interest in the school in Indian Territory, where Mr. Charles
Miller was working, resulted in taking a scholarship there. Mrs. Mil-
ler was elected President, but before the next meeting he had removed
to Indian Territory. According to the board report, the next spring after
this meeting this Presbyterial society raised this year, 1883, $339.40. It
was the seventh year of the board’s existence, but the first year that min-
utes were printed of the annual meeting.

In 1884 we assembled at Bureka Springs and found ourselves with
only two officers present, Mrs. Miller having left us and Mrs. Emery, our
Vice-President, being sick. However, we had quite a good number of dele-
gates present, and we fell back on our standby, Mother MecFarland, and
found that it was a meeting long to be remembered for its spiritual tone.
‘We had with us two missionaries—Miss Fannie Cundall, home from Syria,
and Dr. Johnson, of India. None who heard her will soon forget Miss
Cundall. She went from this meeting throughout the Presbytery, visiting
societies and inspiring all with a greater interest in the work. It was the
first time a missionary had visited in the Presbytery and the first time
that many had an opportunity of knowing well any returned missionary.
The effect of her tour was most helpful then and lasting in its results.

One thing of especial interest at this meeting was the addition of two
bands to the roll—Daisy Chain Band of Greenfield and Deo Data of Car-
thage. It was at the meeting in 1885 at Neosho that the first record ap-
pears on the minutes of the adoption of the constitution, although there
seems to have been such a document. Seventeen societies were reported
at this time,and steady growth shown. Mrs. McMillan, of Carthage, was
elected President and Mrs. Robeson Vice-President. Both these workers
have left our side and are enjoying their heavenly home.

The next year was our first milestone, our tenth anniversary, held in
Greenfield, where the society organized. Mrs. McFarland will not soon
forget that this meeting, for which so much thought had been expended,
was without an officer present.

+

But her relief was great when she saw Mrs. Fry, of Joplin, come in,
and, though a stranger, she knew from her face there was a woman to be
relied upon. And this proved to be no disappointment, for the meeting was
one of unusual power and interest. The roll had enlarged to twenty-three
societies. Mrs. Emery wrote and sent a glance at the ten years’ work, ih
which she spoke of all the interesting circumstances of its organization.
Over and again the evidence of the Spirit’s presence in this anniversary
meeting is spoken of. The beginning was discouraging, but blessings were
in store. The gifts of the society in its tenth year were $483.28, not large,
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but so much of our territory was then mission ground that it stood for
much more than a larger sum now.

The meeting of 1887 at Carthage was interesting for its large attend-
ance and touches of personal effort in the cause. Mrs. Lafferty, of Bolivar,
asked to become a member, as there was no society in her church, in spite
of all her efforts. This was the beginning of interest in Bolivar, for the
next year & good society had been formed and the Presbyterial Society met
there. The attendance on the meeting of the board had become by t.is
time much larger and the delegates’ reports helped to interest others at
the meetings and had its effect on the work in general. Mrs. Fry presided
at this meeting and before another year she, too, had been called away.
How we missed her! When we assembled at Bolivar we were once more
without a leader. Mrs. Kenton as Vice-President spoke tender words of
our loss. Also Mrs. Emery was affectionately remembered, as she, ton, was
called away that year. The Wide-Awakes of Ash Grove and the Hamilton
Band of Springfield were added to the ten bands in 1888, Bands flour-
ished then. Mrs. Kenton was elected President.

Our next meeting was held at Lamar in the Southern Church, as Pres-
bytery was meeting at Irwin. You will no doubt remember this year was
the year that the board met in Carthage, and that at that time the aedical
scholarship fund was started which has been such a blessing to our mission
work in foreign lands. The Deo Data Band had the honor of giving the
first dollar to it at the Presbterial meeting in Lamar. It was reported that
up to this time our Presbytery had raised $100 of the necessary $1,000.
We had had visits at various meetings from Miss Nutting of Utah, Miss
Young of India, Miss Warner of Japan, and in 1890 Miss Geisinger, who
returned from India after her first term of service, was with us. And from
the meeting she made a tour of the Presbytery. We remember her, too,
as Mrs. Morrison later on, and on a New Year’s Day not long agn she fell
asleep in Jesus after years of useful missionary life.

The meeting of 1891 at Eureka Springs was the one wher a gold ring
was found in the collection, to which was attached the siory of the Iron
Cross. We all remember the circumstances. And how with .tha voluntary
offerings of the auxiliaries, which brought a goodly.sum for missions, we
purchased it and with it wedded to us our dear Mrs. McFarland, who con-
sidered herself from that day engaged to the Presbyterial Missionary So
ciety, to labor with and for it. And she was true to her vows until called.

The meeting in Neosho, in 1892, was marked by the receipt of a gift
of $500 from Mrs. Jennie Orr, of Mount Vernon, and by the reaching, besides
this, the $1,000 mark. Having thus $1,500 to give to home and foreign
missions, the committee on reports recommended that in order net to fall
below the amount the following year we make every effort to reach the
same mark the following year. Half of Mrs. Orr’s gift was approprini¥d
to building s home for Mrs. Baird, in Fusan, Korea. It was this year
that the Southwest Board became a foreign board, giving over the home
mission work to the Women’s Executive Committee, now the Woman’s
Board of Home Missions. While no change was made in our methods of
work, the change brought the two branches of the work more distinetly
before us and tended to inerease the gift to each.

In 1893 the meeting was again at Greenfield, and Mrs. F. 8. Orr was
elected President. The gifts were increased over $100 from the year be-
fore, but did not yet reach the $1,500 mark without the bequest referred to.

In 1894 the meeting was at Jasper. ~Mrs. Orr served until the meet-
ing in 1896 at Carthage, the twentieth anniversary, at which time uhere
were greetings from Mrs. Dunlap, the first President; Mrs. Miller of Indian
Territory, Mrs. Knight and Mrs. Likins. Miss Cowan of Carthage spoke
of the first ten years. Mrs. Moore left a legacy of $200, which was equally
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divided between Korea and the Asheville farm school. Mr. Ward of Persia
and Mrs. Devore of Alaska, both so exceedingly interesting, were at this
meeting. In that year three of the workers had been ecalled home. Mrs.
Shields was elected President. West Plains was organized that year along
all lines of work, and in 1897 the meeting was held there. The meeting
was saddened by the number of deaths which had occurred during the year
Five workers had been called away.

In 1898 death claimed four members—Mrs. Day and Mrs. Randall, of
Monett; Mrs. Ford and Mrs. McMillan, of Carthage. Miss Codgall, >f Japan,
attended this meeting at Joplin.

In 1899 it was reported that the increase in gifts to freedmen was,
since 1894, from $1 to $75; $25 was also given to Miss MeArthar’s ouifit.

TLet us take a look back over the years before we return to the future
and sum up some of the things that have gone into history.

Here are sume of the statistics of our history: Fourteen presidents
have presided in the thirty-one years and twenty-one vice-presidents. Until
1892 one secretary did all the work where now there are several. TUp to
that time seven secretaries served. Since then there have been five record-
ing secretaries and six foreign secretaries. Since 1901 there have been
four secretaries of literature and four young people’s secretaries. The
account of these is not complete before that.

Previous to 1894 there had been five treasurers. Since then until 1901
there were four home treasurers and three foreign treasurers. Since that
time there has been no change in treasurers. To this fact is due, no doubt,
our gain in financial strength and systematic working. It would be inter-
esting to know the entire amount of gifts in the thirty-one years, but the
first years have no records preserved and the board did not publish an an-
nual report until its seventh year. So this and other valuable information
is lost to us. We were permitted to rejoice that our annual gift reached
the fifteen-hundred-dollar mark and beyond more than once.

The entire roll of deaths, so far as known, is forty-four. Fow societies,
perhaps none, but have sent records of deaths among the members, and
almost no years have been without the memorial service.

There is one thing which has developed in the later years of our work—
the mission study classes. There have beem many changes and advance-
ment made in methods and ideas of mission work in these years. But the
united study of missions is no doubt destined to still further revolutionize
our knowledge of missions and methods. Whatever is best in work for the
_ Master, and will help us do the work, effectual work for Him is what we
strive for. The best for Christ and his work.

Tn 1901 was celebrated the silver anniversary, the silver offering being
$103 that year, but increased during the year. Greenfield, the birthplace
of Ozark Presbyterial Society, was the place of meeting. This mocting
was one which will always be associated with Mrs. McFarland, as it was
such a joy to her. The meetings of following years were at Cartbage,
Springfield, Ash Grove and Joplin. A steady gain in gifts had for the
most part characterized the reports. At the Ash Grove meeting for the first
time Mother Mc¢Farland was not with us, for she has been called home.
We realize our great loss, but how true of her in this work that ‘‘she rests
from her labors and her works do follow her.’? .

The presence of Mrs. MceFarland and Miss Amanda Cowan, of Spring-
field, had always heen very helpful in our meetings, as one or both of them
seemed a necessity. The former has been called to her reward; the latter
wag at the meeting in Joplin last year and gave reminiscences of the ecarly
days of the society. An interesting event of the Springfield meeting was the
assuming the entire salary of Miss Barrett of Korea.

These items form a record of great work accomplished in His name,
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and many of these nmames are impressed in special ways upon our work in
names of societies, in special gifts, in increasing labors and prayers.

As we recount the years we cannot but feel that our Father has led
us in wonderful ways, and we do thank Him for having allowed us to have
a part in this great work. They have been years of honest effort and often
of sacrifice. We have believed, seen great advance in interest in the cause
and great things accomplished, when we think of the eondition of this part
of the country twenty-five years ago, there being only one self-supporting
church in the Presbytery. Truly what hath God wrought? But I believe
we are not satisfied that we have done all.

And now we pause and look back over the path by which w2 have
traveled together for so many years. Early associations are always the
strongest, and we who together have helped to lay the foundations of this
organization and have seen its growth from the small beginning and have
helped in its development, cannot but be closely bound together in soul.
So we look back over the way and realize that in the future our paths
must diverge, a feeling of sadness comes over us. We shall not be sep-
arated in heart or in interests, even though in different Presbyterial bodies,
for we shall still be bound together in ‘“Woman’s work for Woman.”’
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CHAPTER V.

EDUCATIONAL INTERESTS.

A Missouri statesman (?) declared: ‘‘Missouri is a good
place in which to be born, a good place to live, and if a man
must die it is as good.a place as any in which to die.”” The first
and last of these statements are applicable to Presbyterian edu-
cational institutions. The Presbyterians of Southwest Missouri
have received and cherished the tradition that ours is ‘‘a college
building rather than a cathedral building church.’’

‘“‘Seven cities claimed to be the birthplace of Homer dead

Through which the living Homer begged his bread.”’

At least as many would-be cities have been the birthplace of
Presbyterian educational institutions, but as they failed to supply
‘“‘bread’’ in sufficient quantities an untimely demise was the in-
evitable consequence. The pioneer ministers were teachers as
well as pastors and evangelists, and a church of any pretensions
had a school as an annex. With the progress of the public school
began the'decline of the secular teaching of the church save here
and there, where more pretentious efforts were made.

Before the Civil War the North Prairie Institute at Cross
Timbers, in Hickory County, gained an enviable local patronage
and reputation. At least two of its students entered the Presby-
terian ministry. But the desolations of war ‘‘left not one stone
upon another.’’ Our ‘‘fathers and brethren’’ of the Presbyteries
of Southwest Missouri and Osage seriously considered the project
of founding an educational institution to commemorate the re-
union of ’69 and ’70, but presumably by reason of the urgent
calls for evangelization and the lack of material resources the
project was abandoned.

In 1869 the Mount Zion Church of Cave Spring completed
its second house of worship, which was erected for school as well
as religious purposes. The school conducted there attracted
young people as far west as Mount Vernon. The Presbyterians
of Springfield bent their energies to the establishment and main-
tenance of Drury College (founded in 1873), and so hearty was
their co-operation that the impression gained credence far and
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wide that Drury was under joint control of the Congregational-
ists and Presbyterians. Under this impression in 1882, I ecame
very near leaving my country home in Johnson County to enter
Drury, but the founding of a school at Sedalia just at that time
led me to matriculate nearer home: and although later years
found Drury completely in the Congregational column, within
the last decade generous Presbyterians of the East have responded
to the appeals for endowment on the representation that the
school educates more Presbyterians than Congregationalists.

After Calvary Church abandoned its first house of worship
it was converted into a private seminary for young ladies. This
school was conducted by a Presbyterian lady of refinement and
culture, and was strongly religious in its influences.

Allusion has already been made to the two-story structure
of the church at Mount Vernon. Here a flourishing academy in
the late eighties and the early nineties gave many Lawrence
County young people a taste for learning that sent them to other
schools to complete their education. But the most pretentious
and the most persistent of our educational enterprises is the
sehool founded at Carthage under the benign aegis of that friend
of the young—Rev. W. 8. Knight, D. D.

The origin and purposes of this school are set forth in an
address delivered by Dr. Knight at the laying of the cornerstone
June 4th, 1887. I quote:

‘¢Carthage Collegiate Institute has sprung into existence in obedience
to a necessity long felt in our city and region. We have had facilities
second to no other section for the training of our youth by means of our
excellent public schools. But beyond that we have had to send our chil-
dren away to other higher schools of learning for the lack of ome of our
own. I was told a year or so ago by one who took the trouble to count
that at least fifty young ladies and men were annually sent out of Jasper
County to pursue their course of education elsewhere, which simply means
that from $20,000 to $25,000 were expended in other communities which
might have been retained at home. Such facts as these, and the intelli-
gence and enterprise of our city and region, and the growing demand of
our favored Southwest have been pushing to the surface the germ that must
develope into the imstitute of the future. * * * The Congregational
Church is represented in Drury College, Springfield; Baptist, at Pierce
City and Bolivar, Cumberland Presbyterian at Greenfield, M. E. Church at
Marionville and Nevada, Christian at Ash Grove, Methodist South at
Neosho.* In connection with the Presbyterian Church there has been no
literary institution in a territory embracing at least one-fourth of the State
of Missouri. This has led to the conception of founding an institution at
Carthage which might interfere with no other and yet draw patronage from
a wide scope of country. The steps that have been taken date back for the
last three or four years in obedience to a necessary law that a living thing
that deserves to live must be a thing of growth. * * * Tn 1883 Rev.
Dr. J. G. Reaser, our President-elect, was invited to come down from 8t.

*The college cemetery is not monopolized by tombstones over the re-
maing of Presbyterian institutions—Ed.
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Louis and the first public meeting was held on December 17th. * * *
It was evident that in the view of many the time had come when such a
project ought to be inaugurated. * * * Not until the autumn of 1884
was there any organized effort undertaken. Rev. Dr. H. D. Ganse, of Chi-
cago, Secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Aid for Colleges, came out on
request in December, 1884, and it was then decided as the first step to adopt
articles of incorporation. * * * On the 18th of May, 1885, the present
site was chosen. * * * Just a year ago it was decided to open the
school in the fall in the building that was to be erected for its own use by
the Presbyterian Church, and teachers were secured. November 1st, 1886,
action was taken by the Board of Trustees to proceed at omce in the cir-
culation of a subscription for the purchase of grounds and the erection of
a building. * * * The effort was eminently sucessful. * * * The
grounds were purchased, costing $3,100. Plans were at once sought to com-
bine both convenience and architectural beauty, and April 7, 1887, the pres-
ent plan was adopted, to cost in round numbers $14,000. * * * We
have called to the Presidency a man widely known, of large experience, and
8 thoroughly cultured Christian gentleman, Rev. Dr. J. G. Reaser, of West-
minster College, Fulton, Mo. * * * T may say that the board realizes
the inevitable struggle that must enter into the opening years. * * *
What has been achieved is before you—how wisely you can judge as you
stand here on this eminence in the loveliest part of our eity, and with the
magnificent prospect that will be spread out to the vision of anl who through
coming years will, as we confidentially believe, throng this building, whose
{air proportions will soon be a prominent feature and ornament of the
magnificent secenery that spreads around it. And we believe that the beau-
tiful and healthful surroundings will be but typical of the pure and
healthful influences that will go out from this spot in refining and molding
the character of those who are to adorn society and be the intelligent and
;ueeessful actors in the material and moral interests of the great future
efore us.’’

‘When prophecy has become history the query arises, Did
the trustees realize the struggles that were before them? Through
the Presidencies of Rev. J. G. Reaser, D. D., Rev. Dwight C.
Hanna and Mr. Salem G. Patterson the school had a cheequered
career, realizing some of the early ideals as to the formation of
character and certainly the full complement of the expectations
as to struggles. On Memory Day, a score of years after its
founding, Miss Gussie Knight said: ‘‘Of the forty-seven grad-
uates who have gone out, but few are to be found yet lingering in
Carthage. California claims several, China one, Seattle one,

Missjsfppi one, and others scattered throughout Southwest Mis-
souri. .

For a few years the school was run as a private institution
and then at the dawn of this century Rev. W. S. Knight, D. D.,
was called from a St. Louis church to the Presidency and gave
to the arduous duties of that office the six closing years of his
life. After his death in November, 1905, Mrs. Knight carried on
the school ‘for the.rest of the school year, whereupon the mantle
of the father fell upon the son, D. M. Knight, in whose hands we
leave the institution. After -the death of Dr. Knight, Dr. Shep-
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herd, of Webb City, “*kindly and aceeptably took charge of the
classes in Bible study.”” and both teachers and scholars. as well
as the members of his own family, seemed to be imbued with the
idea that an added incentive was given to make this school a
success and in some measure a worthy memorial of that life of
““sweetness and light’’ whose brain conceived and whose unre-
quited toils rescued the institution.

The historian treads on dangerous ground when he begins
to prophesy. Nevertheless I venture a suggestion. Over the
threshold of Carthage Collegiate Institute must be written am-
plius, or else it can remain worthy of its traditions and birth
throes only by a changed career. The véry excellence of the
Carthage publie schools is a barrier to the welfare of any save an
mstitution that does work appreciably beyond. For this larger
work larger resources are imperative. I have suggested an alter-
native. As our churches are now taking hold of various plans
for the Christian care and nurture of students at the State umni-
versities, it may be more than an iridescent dream that the time
will come when county seats will have dormitory homes under
church auspices for the Christian nurture of the stalwart sons of
the so0il that come to the high school from the couatry to get
¢limnpse of the world of letlers.

(Sinee this chapter was written the school has again closed
its doors.)
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CHAPTER VL

P

SOME PRESBYTERIAL STATISTICS.

Statistics are ordinarily accounted dry and uninteresting.
That depends largely upon the way they are read and the pur-
pose they are intended to subserve. There is no more reason for
reading this chapter consecutively than there is for a consecutive
reading of a dictionary. But the dictionary when consulted on
appropriate occasions is invaluable. There are times when friends
or loved omes of a given minister will cherish the information
here given as to his labors and positions of trust in the Presby-
tery. And distant scenes may reverberate with eloquent appeals
for Home Missions and other benevolences based on the text
“Freely ye have received, freely give.”” The historians of local
churches will find materials for their sketches already gathered
from sources not now easily accessible; and the statistician who
loves statisties just because he is built that way will peruse these
pages with avidity—and doubtless consider this the most interest-
ing chapter in the book! It is largely on his account that this
chapter is inserted. And if it is any satisfaction to him he may
ponder the facts that for hiz delectation the writer has expended
an immense amount of toil and the printer has doubled up on
the price per page! The average reader may turn over these
leaves hastily until he comes again to reading matter.
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PASTORATES
Rev. F. R. Farrand............. Joplin ... ccoe veemmrseeweR@vE, J. P. Solomon............ May 8, 1888 .cecece cememene JApril 8, 1884 i er
W. L. Miller and J. J.
Marks, D. D.
T. R. Easterday. Neosho ... Rev. W. 8. Knight.............. ~Unknown Unknown
H, B. Fry, D. D.
W. G. Banker.................... B 1170 1. 7. R — Revs. G. H. Williamson.....Sept. 27, 188T.ccoceruaeeecend Sept. 11, 1890
D. P. Putnam, D, D, ﬂ.
8. Knight .
T. H. Cleland, D. D. Calvary Revs. J. G. Reaser, D. D...Feb, 26, 1888.....ccceccrruree- B 11T P : 1 7 N————
BE. A, Hamilton, Thomas
Marghall, D. D.
Rev. J. P, Martin Bolivar Rev. T. H. Cleland, D, D..0ct. 1888 ..covcrecrrerrnsacsen ~-April 16, 1891
- G. H. Williamson
R. W. Ely. Neosho Revs. J. @. Reaser, D. D..Oct. 18, 1889...................Oct. 22, 1908
W. 8. Knight
Rev. @. H. Williamson........ Mt. Vernon ....o.cocceeeeceeeee Revs. J. G. Reeser, D. D..Nov, 1888 .o ceer omd Sent. 16, 1891
Ozark Prairie T. H. Cleland, D. D.,, E. A.
Hamilton
J. R. Gass Fb Revs, T. H. Oleland, D. D..June 9, 1881 .. ooiiiieeuns Oct. 26, 1898
G. H. Williamson, Dwight .
C. Hanna
D. C. Honna ‘Westminster, Carthage........ Reve. J. R. Gass........ Jan. 28, 1896

F. W. Lippe........ccoceruee-.e-...Springfield, Second....

Rev. G. H. Hemingway.......Carthage .....cocorvvnicccnnnnnn.

T. H. Cleland, D. D.
J. G. Reaser, D. D.
J. C. Hanna

G. H. Williamson
D. C. Hanna
T. H. Cleland, D. D.

~Revs. E. E. Siringfleld.......Sept. 20,
D, C. Hanna, J. R. Gass,
E. D. Walker, D. N. Allen

J. E. Sentz

Ca Ivary

J. @. Reaser, D. D,
D. O. Hanna,
R. W. Ely

rerey e ]VOVB, J. A. Gerhard............ July 18, 1893......ccccccemremmnn ~May 20, 1894

1894 e e 0D 2, 1897

.Revs. G. H. Hemingway,...Nov. 1, 1894.. ..ccoueircaaeeee. April 21, 1897
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PresBYTERIANISM IN THE OZARKS 97

CHURCHES OR MINISTERS RECOMMENDED FOR HOME
MISSION AID

NAME ’ AMOUNT
Calvary, Nov. 24, 1866 $ 500

John McFarland (as Mis. evangelist) Nov. 24, 1866, for six months.. 150
Rev. W. C. Holliday, ‘‘or other fit man for Presbyterial evangelist’’

April 19, 1867; for 3 months 150
Rev. John MecFarland, April 19, 1867; for six months.........cocccoomm...... 150
Rev. John McFarland, Sept. 13, 1867; per annum 300
Deepwater Amount not given
Carthage, April 3, 1868 400
Neosho.
Ebenezer, April 3, 1868 250
Mt. Vernon (Ozark Prairie).
Calvary, April 3, 1868 300
Carthage, Sept. 5, 1868 : 400
Calvary, March 27, 1869 200
Ebenezer, March 27, 1869 250
Mt. Vernon (Ozark Presby.)
Deepwater, March 27, 1869 300
Little Osage.
Rev. John McFarland, Aug. 20, 1869 200
(Missionary at large.)
Ebenezer, August 21, 1869 250
Mt. Vernon (O. P.)
Carthage, Aug. 21, 1869 300
Neosho (%)
Deepwater, April 16, 1870 300
Little Osage.
Ebenezer, Oct. 1, 1870 . 400
Carthage (reported- April 1, 1871 : 300
Ebenezer (reported- April 1, 1871 300
Noesho (reported) April 1, 1871 550
Rev. John McFarland, April 1, 1871 200
Ozark Prairie, reported Oct. 6, 1871 (not used) 400
Logan.
Pierce City, reported Oct. 6, 1871 (not used) 600

Verona.
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NAME

AMOUNT
300

Newtonia and Ritchey, April 12, 1872
Locust Grove.
Preston.

400

Licking, April 13, 1872
Peace Valley.

St. Annie.

Mountain Grove.

Ozark Prairie, April 13, 1872

400

Verona.
Avilla

Carthage, Oct. 11, 1873 (conditional)

500

Salem, Oct. 11, 1873

500

Shiloh.
Ozark Prairie.

Neosho, Oet. 11, 1873

500

Locust Grove.

1000

Rev. J. M. Brown (missionary) Oect. 11, 1873

400

Carthage, April 24, 1874
Rev. E. M. Halbert, Sept. 26, 1874

3.00

Rev. J. B. Vawter, Sept. 26, 1874

300

Rev. W. L. Miller, Sept. 26, 1874

350

Rev. W. R. Fulton, Sept. 26, 1874

300

Joplin, April 10, 1875

300

Preston.
‘Westminster.

Carthage, April 10, 1875

400

Neosho, Sept. 9, 1875

300

325

Grace, Sept. 9, 1875
Ozark Prairie.
Salem.

Shiloh.

Carthage, March 10, 1876

400

Neosho, March 10, 1876

200

Joplin, Mareh 10, 1876

350

Ebenezer, March 10, 1876

275

Bethany. .
Pleasant Valley.

Rev. J. B. Vawter, March 10, 1876
Rev. L. J. Matthews, Sept. 29, 1876

100
300
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NAME AMOUNT
Salem, Sept. 30, 1876 100
Preston.
Grace.
Home.
Bellview, Sept. 30, 1876 200

Mount Bethel.
Ebenezer, Sept. 30, 1876

Amount not given

Mount Bethel.
Pleasant Valley.

Ozark Prairie, Sept. 30, 1876 200
Ash Grove, Sept. 30, 1876 Amount not given
Carthage, March 31, 1877 400
Granby, March 31, 1877 200
Neosho.

‘Westminster.

‘Waldensian, Sept. 21, 1877

Amount not given

Joplin, Sept. 21, 1877

Amount not given

‘Webb City.
Ozark Prairie, Sept. 21, 1877

Amount not given

Shiloh.
White Oak.

Ebenezer, Sept. 21, 1877 N

Amount not given

Bethel.
Pleasant Valley.

Grace, Sept. 21, 1877

Center.
Preston.
Salem.

Summit, Mareh 15, 1878

Amount not given

250

Cherry Grove—not organized.
Trinity, March 15, 1878

Amount not given

‘Webb City, March 15, 1878

Amount not given
300

Carthage, March 15, 1878

*400

Summit, March 15, 1878

Buffalo, March 16, 1878
Conway.

Carthage, April 30, 1878—(S8ee above, March 16.)

Amount not given

Shiloh, Sept. 7, 1878
Grace.

Mt. Moriah.

Center.

*Same date as above when $250 is given.

Amount not given
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NAME
Joplin, Sept. 7, 1878

AMOUNT

Amount not given

Webb City.

Ozark Prairie & Points in Lawrence county, Sept. 7, 1878....Amount not given

(Renewed Oect. 18.)
Conway, Sept. 7, 1878

100

Buffalo, Sept. 7, 1878

100

Salem, Sept, 7, 1878

Amount not given

Trinity.
Preston.

300

‘Waldensian, Oct. 19, 1878

Hemitage, April 2, 1879
Buffalo.
Conway.

Amount not given

Trinity, April 2, 1879
Salem.

Shiloh. .
Pleasant Valley.

Ebenezer, April 2, 1879

Amount not given

Amount not given

Ozark Prairie.
Bethel, April 2, 1879

Amount not given

Bellview.
Summit.

Carthage, April 2, 1879

Amount not given

200

Ebenezer, Oct. 8, 1879

200

Ozark Prairie, Oct. 8, 1879
Pleasant Valley, Oect. 8, 1879

45

Shiloh, Oect. 8, 1879

85

Salem, Oct. 8, 1879

85

Trinity, Oct. 8, 1879

85

Summit, Oet. 9, 1879

125
300

‘Waldensian, Oect. 9, 1879
Mt. Bethel, Oct. 9, 1879

100

Grand Prairie, Oct. 9, 1879

100

Bellview, Oct. 9, 1879

100

Grace, Oct. 9, 1879

100

Preston, Oct. 9, 1879

80

Mt. Morish, Oet. 9, 1879

120
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NAME AMOUNT
Joplin, Feb. 4, 1880 300
Neosho, April 14, 1880 300
Granby.

Westminster.

Mt. Moriah, Preston, Grace—Oct. 7, 1880 $100 each
Salem, Shiloh,—Oct. 7, 1880 $100 each
Ozark Prairie, Ebenezer—Oct. 7, 1880 $200 each
Pleasant Valley, Oet. 7, 1880 ' 60
Trinity, Oct. 7, 1880 45
‘Waldensian, Oect. 7, 1880 250
White Oak, Oct. 7, 1880 50
Rev. J. J. Marks, D. D.—Mar. 12, 1881 600
(Pres. Evangelist.)

Salem, Shiloh—Sept. 28, 1881 . $125 each
Ozark Prairie, Sept. 28, 1881 ” 200
Joplin, Sept. 29, 1881 0,0 (Conditional)
Rev. J' J. Marks, D. D., April 12, 1881 ol 500
Granby, April 13, 1882 250
Webb City, April 13, 1882 100
Mt. Zion, April 13, 1882 150
Ash Grove.

Trinity, April 27, 1882..... L
Ash Grove, Sept. 27, 1882 175
Mt. Zion.

Bolivar.

Eureka Springs, Sept. 27, 1882 700
Preston, Sept. 27, 1882 150
Madison.

Grace.

Bellview, Sept. 27, 1882 $300 (already rececived)
Grand Prairie,

Mount Bethel.

Conway.

Conway, Sept. 27, 1882 $350 from date
Buffalo.

Grand Prairie.
Joplin, April 11, 1883 400
Rev. J. J. Marks, D. D., April 11, 1883 700
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NAME AMOUNT
Ash Grove, April 12, 1883 Amount not given
Cave Springs, i. e., Mt. Zion.

Neosho, April 12, 1883 Amount not given
Granby.

‘Westminster.

Mountain Grove, April 12, 1883 .Amount not given
Cabool.

‘White Rock. *

West Plains,

‘Webb City, April 12, 1883..... Amount not given
Carl Junection.

Trinity.

North Prairie, April 12, 1883 Amount not given
‘Wheatland.

Humansville.

Eureka Springs, April 12, 1883 700
Joplin, May 8, 1883 400
West Plains, Sept. 20, 1883 150

Mountain Grove,
‘White Rock. =

‘White Oak, Sept."’gf), 1883 100
Salem, Sept. 20, 1883 300
Shiloh.

Eureka Springs, April 3, 1884 500
Rev. J. J. Marks, April 3, 1884 500
Waldensian, April 3, 1884 ‘ 300
Joplin, May 18, 1884 300
Bellview, June 1, 1884 400
Springfield Chapel.

Neosho, Oct. 1, 1884 400
‘Westminster.

Bolivar, April 30, 1885 350
Mt. Zion.

Eureka Springs, April 30, 1885 .. 500
Irwin, April 30, 1885 . 50
Neosho, Sept. 17, 1885 ~...Amount i
Westminster. \ wnk not given
Joplin, Sept. 17, 1885.... 400
Jasper, Sept. 17, 1885 300
Preston.

Home.
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NAME AMOUNT
Golden City, Sept. 17, 1885.. ..ocoooeeeeeceeeeeeereececc s e 200
Shiloh.
Grace.
Madison.
EBureka Springs, Sept. 17, 1885 250
Bureka Springs, April 17, 1886 500

Other appropriations for 1886 not given, but the fall report says: ‘‘Dur-
ing the last ecclesiastical year the Presbytery has received from

the Board $2,350.50.7’

Eureka Springs, April 7, 1887—(probably 1ot uSed).....ccecocoreoeeerreaneas 500
Joplin, Sept. 15, 1887 400
Ebenezer, Sept. 15, 1887 Amount not given
Eureka Springs, Dee. 20, 1887 400
Bolivar, April 12, 1888 400
Mt. Zion.

Grand Prairie.

Salem, April 12, 1888 40
Preston. /:

Home. ——

Trinity. zZ

-Joplin, Sept. 27, 1888

\
»

A

($300 granted Nov. 1, 1888.)

Amount not given

‘W. R. McElroy, Sept. 27, 1888 50

Fureka Springs, Sept. 27, 1888 400

‘West Plains, Sept. 27, 1888 400

Neosho, Sept. 27, 1888 300
]

Buffalo, Oect. 1, 1888 300

Stockton.

Golden City, Nov. 1, 1888 150

Shiloh.

West Plains, Feb. 1, 1889 350

Bolivar, April 11, 1889 300

M¢t. Zion.

Grand Prairie.

Salem, Sept. 11, 1889 350

Preston.

Trinity.

Irwin.

Springfield Second, Sept. 11, 1889 400

Monett, Sept. 11, 1889 300

Madison.
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NAME AMOUNT
Golden City, April 17, 1890 300
Shiloh.
‘West Plains, April 17, 1890 300
Mammoth Springs.
Buffalo, April 17, 1890 400
Conway.
Bolivar, April 17, 1890 300
Mt. Zion. .
Grand Prairie.
Eureka Springs, April 17, 1890 300
Salem, Sept. 10, 1890 125
Preston.
Eureka Springs, April 16, 1891 350
Lockwood, April 16, 1891 300
‘White Oak.
Jasper, April 16, 1891... 150
Preston.
Joplm, Apnl 16,188 .. Aid for a Missionary referred to Committee
Rev. &. H. Will leon, Evangelist, April 16, 1891

Aid to come from Churches of the Pres.
Springfield Second, July 14, 1891 200
Golden City, Sept. 17, 1891 300
Shiloh.
Madison.
Bolivar, Sept. 17, 1891 280
Golden City, April 13, 1892 300
Lockwood.
‘White Oak.
Fair Play, April 13, 1892 150
Irwin, April 13, 1892 350
Preston.
Salem.
Rev, 8. Glascock, reported Sept. 14, 1892 350
West Plains, reported Sept. 14, 1892 300
Springfield Second, reported Sept. 14, 1892................. Amount not given
Springfield Second, April 14, 1893 300
Rev. G. H. Williamson (Evangelist) April 14, 1893 400
‘Waldensian, April 14, 1893 250
South Joplin, Oct. 18, 1893 400

Lone Elm.
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NAME

AMOUNT
200

Waldensian, April 11, 1894..............

250

Salem, April 11, 1894 ..
Irwin.
Preston.

300

South Joplin, April 11, 1894
Lehigh.

300

South Joplin, Dec. 27, 1894
Madison.

‘White Oak, April 18, 1895. ..o o
Golden City.

Grace.

Shiloh.

-Amount not given

Lehigh and Group, April 18, 1895 200
Conway, Sept, 17, 1895......... 200
Buffalo.
Monett, Sept. 17, 1895 250
Irwin, Sept. 17, 1895 350
Preston. .
Salem.
‘Waldensian, Oct. 16, 1895 240
Rev. J. C. Sefton (P. at Large) Oct. 16, 1895 500
Springfield Second, April 26, 1896 .~ 200
Eureka Springs, April 26, 1896 200
Rev. J. G. Knotter, Sept. 17, 1896 200
Buffalo, Sept. 17, 1896 200
Conway.
Salem, Sept. 17, 1896 300
Trwin.
Preston.
Rev. J. C. Sefton, (P. at Large) Sept. 17, 1896 500
Eureka Springs, April 21, 1897 400
Springfield Second, April 21, 1897 200
Ashbury, April 21, 1897 200
Lehigh.
Monett, April 21, 1897 250
250

Salem, April 21, 1897
Irwin.
Preston.
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NAME AMOUNT

Ash Grove, April 31, 1897 300

Mt. Zion.

Grand Prairie.

Bolivar, April 21, 1897 200

Fair Play. R

Conway, April 21, 1897..... 250

Buffalo.

Fordland, April 21, 1897 . 300

Burnham.

Waldensian, April 21, 180T . s e 200

Mammoth Springs and vieinity, April 6, 1898 700

Ash Grove, April 6, 1898 . ... o el 200

Fordland.

Eureka Springs, April 6, 1898........ ceoerereeeeenee 300

Bolivar, April 6, 1898 175

Fair Play.

Conway, April 6, 1898 300

Buffalo,

Lehigh, April 6, 1898...... 300

Asbury.

Madison.

Monett, April 6, 1898 125

Salem, April 6, 1898 250

Irwin,

Springfield Second, April 6, 1898 275

‘Waldensian, April 6, 1898 200

Ash Grove, *Sept. 22, 1898 150

Fordland.

Asbury, Sept. 22, 1898 200

Lebhigh.

Eureka Springs, Sept. 22, 1898 300

Monett, Sept. 22, 1898 100

Springfield Second, Sept. 22, 1898 275

‘Waldensian, Sept. 22, 1898 200
*Appropriations of this date are in part duplicates of April 6.

Bolivar, Sept. 2, 1898 175

Fair Play.

Buffalo, Sept. 2, 1908 300

Conway.
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NAME AMOUNT
Grace, Sept. 2, 1898 eeteeteeenetes e rveen e < snmeeee 175
Madison.

Irwin, Sept. 2, 1898 eeeene e camerenenn weeeme o o 230
Preston.

Salem.

Grand Prairie, Sept. 2, 1898 . . .. i e 125
Mt. Zion, Sept. 2, 1898..... 100

White Oak, Sept. 2, 1898

Mt. Vernon, Sept. 2, 1898 100
Ozark Prairie, Sept. 2, 1898 50
West Plains, Sept. 2, 1898.....c.ccccorrneneee 200
Work in Arkansas, Sept. 2, 1898 100
Salem, April 5, 1899 700
Irwin, April 5, 1899......o oo e e 75
Preston, April 5, 1899 50
‘West Plains, April 5, 1899.. 200
Conway, April 5, 1899 300
Buffalo.

Waldensian, April 5, 1899 200
Springfield Second, April 5, 1899 275
Grand Prairie, Sept. 20, 1899 79.69
Mt. Zion, Sept. 20, 1899 68.75
Grace, Sept. 20, 1899 .5
‘Work in Arkansas (additional) 86

April 14, 1900. Applications (not itemized) were endorsed to the
amount of $2500.

Grand Prairie, April 11, 1901 100
Mt. Zion, April 11, 1901 75
Evans, April 11, 1901 .. 50
Salem, April 11, 1901 : 50
Preston, April 11, 1901....oeemee 65
Grace, April 11, 190%..ccceoeoroereeeeereeceees 60
Bolivar, April 11, 1901 100
Fair Play, April 11, 1901 40

West Plains, April 11, 1901 ) 100
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NAME
Lehigh, April 11, 1901

AMOUNT
200

100

Jonesboro, April 11, 1901

50

Irwin, April 11, 1901
Waldensian, April 11, 1901

50

Eureka Springs, April 11, 1901
Mena, April 11, 1901...

440

Mammoth Spring, April 11, 1901

570

Fordland, April 11, 1901

5

Buffalo, April 11, 1901

75

Madison, April 11, 1901....
Seneca, April 11, 1901

50

Evans, April 6, 1902

Grand Prairie, April 6, 1902

100

Mt. Zion, April 6, 1902

175

Conway, April 6, 1902

50

100

Buffalo, April 6, 1902

50

Salem, April 6, 1902
Preston, April 6, 1902

65

Grace, April 6, 1902

60

Bolivar, April 6, 1902

100

Fair Play, April 6, 1902

40

Lehigh, April 6, 1902

150

50

Irwin, April 6, 1902

200

Jonesboro, April 6, 1902
Ridge Station.

145

Ash Grove, April 6, 1902
Fordland.

50

Seneca, April 6, 1902
‘White Osk, April 6, 1902

50

50

Lockwood, April 6, 1902

440

Mena, April 6, 1902
Mammoth Springs, April 6, 1902

550

Mt. Olivet.
Burnham,
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NAME ‘ AMOUNT
West Plains, April 6, 1902 100
Ravenden Springs and stations, Sept. 17, 1902............ Tnused appropriations
Willard, April 16, 1903 100
Mt. Zion, April 16, 1903... 100
Ash Grove.

Conway, April 6, 1903 : 90
Buffalo, April 6, 1903 ' 100
Evans, April 6, 1903 100
Mammoth Spriigs, April 6, 1903 400
Mt. Olivet.

Sedgwick.

Fordland.

Lockwood, April 6, 1903 . 50
‘White Oak, April- 6, 1903 50
Grace, April 6, 1903 50
Lehigh and Stations, April 6, 1903 130
Irwin, April 6, 1903 ) : 50
Stockton, April 6, 1903 150
West Plains, April 16, 1903 ' 100
Burnham, April 16, 1903 75
Seneca and stations, April 16, 1903 200
Salem, April 16, 1903 50
Preston, April- 16, 1903 . 65
Madison, April 16, 1903 : ' 50
Jonesboro, April 16, 1903 200
Bethany, April 16, 1903 200
: Fayetteville and vicinity, April 16, 1903 100
Conway, April 19, 1904 . 90
Buffalo, April 19, 1904 100
Evans, April 19, 1904 : 100
Bolivar, April 19, 1904 ‘ 75
Fair Play, April 19, 1904 40

Mammmoth £prings, April 19, 1904 : - . 350
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NAME ' AMOUNT
Madison, April 19, 1904 ... 295
Preston.

Salem.

Lehigh.

Willard, April 19, 1904 100
White Oak,April 19, 1904 50
Grace, April 19, 1904 ¢ eeeeteen s 50
Mt. Zion, April 19, 1904 e eeeeeers oo emmeenseeee e 50
‘West Plains, April 19, 1904............ . 75
Burnbham, April 19, 1904 S %
Seneca, April 19, 1904 e e 75
Jonesboro, April 19, 1904 : 175
Bethany, April 19, 1904 ... 175
Fayetteville, Harris and vieinity, April 19, 1904 . ... . 100
Harrison and vieinity, April 19, 1904, 450
Rev. W, L Hackett (Pastor at large) (not all from board).......ccccecee. 1000
Willard, April 20, 1905... 100
Mt. Zion, April 20, 1905 50
Madison, April 20, 1905, 50
Evans, April 20, 1905 100

(Supply Pastor at Large).

Conway, April 20, 1905 150
Buffalo, April 20, 1905 175
Bolivar, April 20, 1905 75
Fair Play, April 20, 1905 50
Mammoth Springs and vieinity, April 20, 1905 375
Preston, April 20, 1906 ) 100
Salem, April 20, 1905 ... 100
Grace, April 20, 1905 100
‘White Qak, April 20, 1905 100
Irwin, April 20, 1905 50
Burnham, April 20, 1909 75
Bethany, April 20, 1909 250

Pastor at Large (see above) 1000
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Conway, April 19, 1906.

Buffalo, April 19, 1906 150
Fordland, April 19, 1906 7
Mt. Olivet, April 19, 1906 100
Bethel, April 19, 1906 100
Ravenden Springs, April 19, 1906 175
Crane, April 19, 1906 200
Irwin, April 19, 1906 i)
‘White Oak, April 19, 1906 100
Alba, April 19, 1906 100
Madison, April 19, 1906 . 50
Preston, April 19, 1906 100 °
Salem, April 19, 1906 100
Grace, April 19, 1906 150
Willard, April 19, 1906 100
Mt. Zion, April' 19 ,1906 y 100
Fair Play, April 19, 1906 75
Evans, April 19, 1906 100

Bohemian Work, Sept. 12, 1906 (unused.)
Extracts from Report of 1907.

EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF 1907:

In view of the fact that Synod’s committee on Presbyterial
Readjustments incident to the union had appointed Rev. E. E.
Stringfield, Ph. D., temporary chairman of Home Missions for
the eastern section of the Presbytery, and Rev. John F. Shep-
herd, Ph. D., for the western section, the report of the Home Mis-

.sion committee was presented in two sections by the respective
chairmen. The reports were received, and the Clerk cast the
ballot of Presbytery for the several recommendations: For East-
ern Section (showing appropriations made for former Cumber-
land Churches as well as our own) :
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Groups Aid recommended— | Groups Aid recommended—
Cumb., Pres. Cumb. Pres.
{ Fordland ... $ 75 Crane ... ' 250
Mountain Grove$l50 . .
Marionville ...
C8b00l e 50 % B e 100
Burnham . $150 .
Bolivar . 50
i Pomona . - 150 { Fair Play ... 75
Willow Springs. 250 Conway 100
Mountain View.. 100 { Mt. Zion 100
{ Hickory Grove,. 50 Willard e - 50
Liberty .. 50 Stockton .. 50
Pleasant Divide. 75 Mt. Carmel... 50
{ New Providgnce 5 Stockton A....... 100
Walnut Spring- 75 Everton .o
Walnut Grove.... 100 Dadeville........ -t 50
Bellview —..come 100 Ray Spring....
Buffalo .o 100 Spring River....
EVans .. - 100 Mammoth Sp’gs 100
Mt. Olivet........ - 100
8. Greenfield.... { Bethg R . 100
Spring Creek..... 150
Oak Grove....
Rondo weeeen. — 15

That Rev. W. C. Hicks be commissioned as Presbyterial Evan
gelist at a salary of $1,200 and traveling expenses, it being under-
stood that all funds collected by him for services rendered shall
be turned over to the Home Board; and it is guaranteed by the
Springfield ministers that these funds will equal $400 for the
year.

For the Western Section:

(1) That Carterville be constituted a station with Rev. O. C.
Cude as supply. (2) North Heights, Joplin, Rev. Samuel Wiley,
supply. (3) Grace and Salem, Rev. J. S. Stapleton, supply. (4)
That Madison and, Preston be grouped with .(Red Oak) and
(Bowers Mill), Rev. T. S. Brown, supply. (5) Irwin, (Hopewell),
(Tanthe), Rev. A. E. Faust, supply (6) That Waldensian Church
be made & mission station. (7) That Seneca and White Qak, or
(Pierce City), be made a charge to be supplied.

Appropriations: To Carterville, $500; North Heights, $500;
Grace, $125; Salem, $100; Madison, $75; Preston, $75; Trwin
group, $125; Waldensian, $100; Seneca, $100 White Oak or
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(Pierce City), $100; Bethany, $150. Hoberg to be supplied by
J. L. McCauley."”

CHAIRMEN OF PERMANENT COMMITTEES REPRESENTING THE
BOARDS OF THE CHURCH.

HOME MISSIONS
Date of Appointment.

October 1, 1870

Rev. J. M. Brown

September 26, 1874

Rev. W. R. Fulton

September 9, 1875

Rev. C. H. Dunlap

April 13, 1880 Rev. J. J. Marks, D. D.
September 20, 1883 Rev. D. P. Putnam, D. B
September 26, 1888 Rev. T. H. Cleland, D. D.
September 19, 1894 Rev. J. G. Reaser, D. D.
September 22, 1897 Rev. Asa Leard, D. D.
September 19, 1900 Rev. W. C. Templeton, Ph. D.
January 16, 1902 Rev. E. E. Stringfield, Ph. D.
September 15, 1904 Rev. Henry Little

January, 1907. Special chairmen for the Provisional Work until the
consolidation:
Eastern Section Rev. E. E. Stringfield, Ph. D.
Western Section Rev. J. F. Shepherd, Ph. D.

PUBLICATION AND 8. 8. WORK.

Mareh 31, 1870

Rev. J. A. Paige

October 6, 1871

Rev. L. J. Matthews

September 13, 1872

Rev. E. M. Halbert

September 9, 1875

Rev. W. L. Miller

Mareh 30, 1870........ Pub., Rev. T. H. Allin; S. 8. Work, Rev. E. M. Halbert
September 7, 1878 ... Pub. Rev. W. L. Miller., 8. 8., Rev. E. M. Halbert

April 3, 1879 (Pub.)

Rev. T. H. Allin

October 6, 1880 (Pub. 8. S.)uceeereeene. Rev. G. F. Davis, Rev. Clark Salmon
September 27, 1882.: United again—Rev. G. F. Davis
April 14, 1891 : Rev. J. R. Gass
September 21, 1899 Rev. E. J. Nugent
April 16, 1903 Rev. A. T. Aller
September 15, 1904 Rev. E. E. Mathes
September 13, 1905 Rev. J. F. Shepherd, Ph. D.
EDUCATION
October 1, 1870 Rev. J. A. Paige
October 6, 1871 Rev. J. M. Lrown
September 13, 1872 Rev. C. H. Dunlap
April 14, 1880 Rev. J. J. Marks, D. D.
April 12, 1882 Rev. D. P. Putnam, D. D.
September 20, 1883 Rev. J. J. Marks, D. D.
September 17, 1885 Rev. E. A. Hamilton
April 14, 1891 Rev. J. A. Gerhard
September 16, 1896 Rev. J. B. Welty
September 22, 1897 Rev. C. Memmott
September 22, 1898 Rev W. C. Templeton
September 19, 1900 Rev. C. B. Boving

May 17, 1905 Rev. B. M. Shive, D. D.
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.

CHURCH ERECTION
Rev. John McFarland

October 1, 1870
April 12, 1872,

Rev. W. L. Miller

September 7, 1878

Rev. D. L. Lander

October 8, 1879

Rev. B. ¥. Powelson

September 27, 1882

Rev. D. P. Putnam, D. D.

September 20, 1883

Rev. A. L. Miller

September 17, 1885

B Rev. T. R. Easterday

..... Rev. R. W. Ely

September 26, 1889

Rev. J. G. Reaser

April 14, 1891
September 19, 1894

......... .Rev. D. N. Allen

September 22, 1897..

September 22, 1898

Rev. J. B. Welty

Rev. W. R. McElroy

April 10, 1901

....... Rev. Henry Little

September 15, 1904

Rev. E. L. Renick

April 1, 1871
October 6, 1871

.............. Rev. J. H. Nixon, D. D.
Rev. J. W. Pinkerton

September 14, 1872

......... ' . _Rev. W. R. Fulton

March 12, 1881

...Rev. Geo. Newell

September 27, 1882

....... Rev. W. 8, Xnight, D. D.

September 20, 1883

Rev. W. L. Miller

September 17, 1885

Rev. W. 8. Knight, D. D.

Rev. H. B. Fry, D. D.

September 14, 1887

September 26, 1889

Rev. J. E. Leyda

September 19, 1894
September 17, 1896

Rev. J. N. MeClung
....... Rev. (.. Memmott

September 22, 1897
September 12, 1906

Elder J. W. Silsby

Elder W. B. Skinuner

FOREIGN MISSIONS

September 9, 1875

Rev. W. 8. Knight, D. D.

October 8, 1879
September 28, 1881

Rev. B. F. Powelson
Rev. F. M. Baldwin

April 12, 1883

Rev. G. H. Williamson

September 17, 1885

Rev. E. P. Keach

September 6, 1886

Rev. John Foy

April 7, 1887

Rev. James Lafferty

September 26, 1888

Rev. W. G. Banker

April 14, 1891

Rev. W. 8. Rnight, D. D.
Rev. D. C. Hanna

September 13, 1893

September 16, 1896
September 22, 1897

Rev. J. E. Sentz
Rev. H. O. Scott, D. D.

September 13, 1905

Rev. D.” B. Whimster

September 12, 1906

Rev. Huston Taylor

September 9, 1875

FREEDMEN
Rev. 8. Glascock

September 27, 1882

Rev. W. B. McFlwee

September 26, 1888

Rev. W. 8. Lowry

April 14, 1891

Rev. R. 8. Stevenson

April 13, 1893

Rev. E. E. Stringfield

June 5, 1902

May 17, 1905

Rev. Henry .Hepburn

Rev. B. F. Logan

April 18, 1907.

Rev. G. H. Williamson
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COLLEGE AID

September 17, 1885........ e v JReve Q. T. Thompson

SEPLOIMbETr 15, 188T....ors oo oo s e s oo oo Rev. G. H. Williamson
September 26, 1888.....c.coccooieers coormeeecae ce e Rev. J. G. Reaser, D. D.
April 14, 1891 e e e s e e e e e Rev. D. C. Hauna

ves eewme-..Rev. O. E. Hart
v - .Rev. &. H, Hemingway
wees ceimee —.Rev. Fo G. Knauer

September 13, 1803.
September 19, 1894....
September 17, 1896

September 22, 1897...... — Rev. J. G. Reuser, D. D.
September 22, 1898... .......cooeeen.... reeeeeneeeesees ccscneeeee oo cREV. AL M. Mann
April 11, 1903 o it e e wen-. -Rev. J. H. Bright
April 16, 1903 ¢ eeemteetee et e e s rae e ettt ecettanete | asearee .Rev. L. H. Shane
September 15, 1904... .. . iniecrens - e e+ aeeneen «....Rev. €U Olandt
May 17, 1805 ..ot oo ceee e e e nne s eneenann aeenen Rev. W. L. Hackett
September 12, 1906.... Rev. J. F. Shepherd, Ph. D.

COMMISSIONERS TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY

PRESBYTERY OF SOUTHWEST MISSOURI.

Date Elected.

Apr. 19, 1867—Rev. John MecFarland, Elder \W. L. Seroggs, Ebenezer church.
Alternates—Rev. J. A. Paige, Elder Charles Sheppard, Calvary church.

Apr. 3, 1869—Rev. J. W. Pinkerton, Elder George C. See, Calvary church.
Alternates—Rev. J. A. Paige, Elder Charles Shephard, Calvary church.

March 26, 1869—Rev. J. A. Paige, Elder J. L. Carson, Calvary church.
Alternates—Rev. W. R. Fulton, Elder J. H. Miller, Neosho.

April 16, 1870—Rev. W. R. Fulton, Elder W. B. Gorton, Calvary.
Alternates—Rev. B. F. Powelson, Elder J. O. Boggs.

PRESBYTERY OF OZARK

March 31, 1871—Rev. J. M. Brown, Elder A. C. Schell, Neosho.
Alternates—Rev. J. H. Nixon, Geo. C. See, Calvary.

April 12, 1872—Rev. J. W. Pinkerton, Charles Sheppard, Calvary.
Alternates—Rev. W. R. Fulton, Perry Stringfield, Newtonia and Ritchey

April 10, 1873—Rev. W. L. Miller, Henry M. Hennor, Salem.
Alternates—Rev. C. H. Dunlap, Paul Orr, Ozark Prairie.

April 25, 1874—Rev. L. J. Matthews, A. D. Matthews, Buffalo.
Alternates—Rev. C. H. Dunlap, D. L. Lander, Neosho.

April 9, 1875—Rev, L. J. Matthews.
Alternates—E. M. Halbert.

April 29, 1875— ‘W. R. Gorton, Calvary.
Alternates— T. H. Allin.
March 10, 1876—Rev. W. L. Miller, J. W. Gordon, Jaspér Ch.
Alternates—Rev. E. M. Halbert, A, Kennedy; Ebenezer.
Mareh 30, 1877—Rev. W. L. Miller, J. W. Coultraine, Mt. Zion.
Alternates—D. L. Lander, C. Rivers, Carthage.

March 16, 1878—Rev. D. L. Lander, J. 8. McNeece, Carthage.
Alternates—Rev. D. K. Campbell, 8. Cadwallader.

April 2, 1879—T. H. Allin, J. G. Irwin.
Alternates—D. K. Campbell, 8. Cadwallader.

April 14, 1880—Rev. W. 8. Knight, Elder Wm. Cochrane, Ozark Prairie.
Alternates—Rev. J. P. Solomon, Howard Pierce.

Mareh 11, 1881—Rev. J. J. Marks, D. D., Elder 8. Cadwallader.
Alternates—Rev. B. F. Powelson, W. A. Milner.
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April 12, 1882—Rev. W. A. Cravens, Elder 8. G. Appleby, Mt. Zion.
Alternates—Rev. B. F. Powelson, W. A. Milner.
April 11, 1883—Rev. D. P. Putnam, D. D., Elder Wm,, Milner.
Alternates—Rev. G. H. Williamson, W. H. Delzell.
April 8, 1884—Rev. G. H. Williamson, Elder W. H. Delzell, Ash Grove.
Alternates—Rev. J. P. Solomon, Wm. Cochrane, Ozark Prairie.
April 29, 1885—Rev. G. F. Davis, J. N. Sears, White Oak.
Alternates—W, B. McElwee, J. Strain, Irwin.
April 17, 1886—Rev. W. S. Knight, Chas. Sheppard, Calvary.
Alternates—W. B. McElwee, Oscar Farmer, Grand Prairie.
April 7, 1887—Rev. W. B. McElwee, Robert Hall, Springfield Second.
Alternates—Rev. T. R. Easterday, C. W. Likens, Ash Grove.
April 12, 1888—Rev. E. A. Hamilton, Elder A. Kennedy, Ebenezer.
Alternates—T. R. Easterday, C. W. Likens, Ash Grove.
April 10, 1889—Rev. G. H. Williamson, C. W. Likens, Ash Grove.
Alternates—T. H. Cleland, D. D., R. L. Galbreath,
April 16, 1890—Rev. W. G. Banker, Elder J. D| Peers, Springfield Second.
Alternates—R. W. Ely, W. R. Gorton, Calvary.
April 16, 1891—Rev. J. G. Reaser, D. D., C. F. McElroy, Carthage.
Alternates—Rev. R. W. Ely, Henry Merrill, Ebenezer.
April 13, 1892—Rev. R. W. Ely, Elder W. W. Johnston, Eureka Springs.
Alternates—Rev. J. R. Gass, W. R. Gorton, Calvary.
April 13, 1893—Rev. J. E. Leyda, Elder J. D. Abbe, Bolivar.
Alternates—J. R. Gass, David Mayes, Ash Grove.
April 10, 1894—Rev. J. R. Gass, Elder David Mayes, Ash Grove.
Alternates—E. E. Stringfield, John Orr, Mt. Vernon.
April 18, 1895—Rev. J. A. Gerhard, Elder R. N. Galbraith, Westminster,
Carthage.
Alternates—J. N. Dinsmore, R. H. James, Eureka Springs.
April 22, 1896—Rev. E. E. Stringfield, Elder R. H. James, Eureka Spigs.
Alternates—J. E. Sentz, F. A. Hall, Calvary.
April 21, 1897—Rev. G. H. Whlliamson, Elder J. W. Silsby, Calvary.
Alternates—D. N. Allen, Prof. Young, Webb City.
April 6, 1898—Rev. J. G. Reaser, D. D, Elder J. A. Ready, Ebenezer.
Alternates—C. Memmott, J. D. Abbe, Bolivar.
April 6, 1899—Rev. E. L. Renick, Elder J. D.. Abbe, Bolivar.
Alternates—J. C. Sefton, 8. A. Chappell, Monett.
April 5, 1900—Rev. H. O. Scott, D. D., Elder T. R. Stockton, Monett.
Alternates—W. C. Templeton, W. H. Schmalhorst, Conway.
April 9, 1901—Rev. W. C. Templeton, Elder F. A. Hall, Calvary.
Alternates—W. G. Moore, W. B. Skinner, Mt. Vernon.
April 7, 1902—Rev. W. G. Moore, Elder W. A. Wheatley, Joplin.
Alternates—R. W. Ely, W. J. MecLain, Carthage.
April 16, 1903—Rev. R. W. Ely, Elder W. B. Skinner, Mt. Vgrnon.
Alternates—Rev. C. B. Boving, T. J. Whitmire, West Plains.
April 19, 1904—Rev. C. B. Boving, Elder W. G. Drake, Bolivar.
Alternates—W. F. Grundy, G. H. Lee, West Plains,
April 20, 1905—Rev. W. F. Grundy, Elder 8, D. Strain, Fair Play.
Alternates—C. Olandt, 0. B. Sperry, Springfield Second.
April 19, 1906—Rev. Henry Little, Elder W. Kilpatric, West Plains.
Alternates—D. B. Whimster, 0. M. Manker, Webb City.
April 17, 1907—Rev. E. E. Stringfield, Ph. D., Curtis Wright, Carthage.
Altérnates—B. M. Shive, D. D., A. C. Schell, Neosho.
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CHAPTER VIL

CHRONOLOGICAL REGISTER AND SKETCHES OF THE
CHURCHES.

A NEW SCHOOL.

CHURCHES ORGANIZED BEFORE THE REUNION
OF 1869-70.

(N. B.—Extinct churches are placed in brackets.)

(LITTLE OSAGE) (VERNON COUNTY.)

The record of the original organization of the church of
Little Osage, Vernon County, reads: ‘‘June 27th, 1835. Agree-
able to previous notice, the people in this place assembled at
the school house at 12 o’clock moon fo take into consideration
the subject of organizing a church on Presbyterian or Congrega-
tional principles. Present: Rev. Nathaniel B. Dodge, from Bou-
dinot Missionary Station; Rev. Amasa Jones, from Harmony
Missionary Station, and Brethren Daniel H. Austin and Richard
Colby, from Harmony Church. In troduced services by a sermon
delivered by Rev. A. Jones from Chron. 29:5. , Articles of faith
and covenant read. Candidates for admission to church called
for. The following presented themselves: By letter, William
Modrell, Nathaniel B. Dodge, Jr., George Douglass, Elizabeth
Douglass, Mary B. Dodge, Elvina G. Dodge. By examination,
Elizabeth Summers, first and second. The above members were
aceordingly organized into a church by their publicly assenting
to following Articles of Faith and Covenant. (Here follow twelve
articles.) William Modrell was chosen Deacon and Nathaniel
B. Dodge, Jr., Clerk.” From this record it appears that the
church was organized after the Congregational form. But the
record of March 25, 1842, reads: ‘‘Met acording to notice to
consider expediency of adopting Presbytery form of government."
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Members called upon to express their views. * * * Presby-
tery form of government adopted and church placed under care
of Harmony Presbytery. William Modrell and Josiah M. Austin
chosen elders.”” The church continued under the Harmony and
First Osage Presbyteries until August 19, 1859, when it voted to
join the O. S. Presbytery of Lafayette. It had a moribund exist-
ence nineteen years longer, when it became extinet by reason of
removals. When the Presbytery of Southwest Missouri was or-
ganized in June, 1865, it appointed a search committee to dis-
cover any churches that might be in existence which did not
report at the organization. On the 30th of September this com-
mittee reported the following additional churches: Osceola, Lit-
tle Osage, Marmiton, Breckenridge, Granby. North Spring River.”’
This church is of interest because it illustrates the affinity of
Congregationalism and Presbyterianism at that time. The mis-
sionaries of the two bodies ewre supported by the same Board
and they organized churches after the Congregational or Pres-
byterian form of government, according to the wishes of the peo-
ple. The transition from the one to the other was easily made by
minister or church.

(MARMITON) (VERNON COUNTY.)

In the minutes of the'new New School Assembly the name of
this church is given in 1846 as Marmetean, and in 1859 it is
spelled Marimetean. It was the outgrowth of the work among
the Osages, though it was composed of white people and was
organized in Vernon County, supposedly before 1837. It was
under the jurisdiction of the First Presbytery of Osage until that

. Presbytery was disbanded, and, as seen in the sketeh above, it
was enrolled in the Presbytery of Southwest Missouri. No far-
ther trace of the church is found in the records of the Presby-
tery.

(HERMAN OR HERMON) (POLK COUNTY.)

As Vernon County has belonged to Kansas City Presbytery
for some years, the earliest work in the confines of Ozark Presby-
tery, as given on page 13, seems to have been done in Polk
County, near Bolivar. The Hermon Church is said to have been
organized prior to October, 1839. At that time it was supplied
by Rev. E. P. Noel. Its Assembly record indicates that it was
supplied by the following ministers: 1843, Rev. B. Ryland; 1849,
Rev. William H. Smith; 1850-54, Rev. A. G. Taylor. It continued
on the roll 